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The. Dedication. 
tection but your Grace's| 
cou d ſo well recommend 
the Characters that adorn 
an Accompliſh'd Lady 

to the World. 

It is not only my 
Unahappineſs that I cou'd 
not approach you my 
| felf to lay it at your 
| Grace's Feet, tis the 

Unhappineſs of my Coun- 

try. Your Abſence is a 
General Calamity: For 
beſides the Glorious Ex- 
| ample of your Charity 
| and Goodneſs, which 


were 


The Dedication: 
were ſufficient of it ſelf 
to have reſtor d thoſe 
nl Virtues to a: Nation to 
vbich they are ſo entirely 
loſt; How many Fa- 
milies, How many Or- 
phans and Widows, 
How many diſtreſs d Peo- 
ple continue ſtill, Miſera- 
ble, by miſſing the Boun- 
teous Hand that was al- 
ways ſtretch d out to re- 
lieve them? 1 
The Misfortune- ag- 
gravates the Guilt of 
thoſe who oblig d you to 
1 a5 ſeek: 
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The Dedication. 
ſeek that Quiet Abroad, 
which Malice and Envy 
deny'd you at Home. 
J have affected, Madam, 
to pay this particular 
Homage to your Graceꝰs 
Humanity, and Cha- 
rity, for that vou 
have fo induſtriouſly. en- 
| deavour'd to have no 
other Satisfaction in do- 
ing good, than what the 
Plealure of doing ſo, 
gives to your Noble 
Mind. 0 
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The Dedreation. | 
It was impoſſible for 
your Grace to be fo 
much a Benefit to your 
Country, and not to be 
extreamly ſolicitous to 
have its Happineſs ſecu- 
red to Poſterity, that 
the Illuſtrious Offapring 
which have deſcende@” 3 
from you, may | enjoy 7 
that Precious. Liberty, in 
the Deſence of which, | 
their Victorious Father 
tought ſo many Battles, 

elts. Theſe Gcherous 
„ s 


The Dedication. 
Sentiments have made all 
True Britons look on 
your Grace's Enemies as 
Enemies to Them, and 
to ſee, with the utmoſt 
Indignation, the Baſeneſ 
of ſuch unparalleld In. 
Fgratittide. ET 


That your Graces 
may long live as hap: 
pily asthe Prayers of all 
good Mencanmakeyou, 
5 mine, Madam, with 


the greateſt. Zeal and 


. 
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The Dedication. 
Devotion, who am, may 
it pleaſe your Grace, 


* Your Grace's, 

l | Moſt Humble; 

n Moſt Obedient;. 
and moſt. Devo- 

Cs ted Servant, 

J- 

I 

l, 

h 

d 


eee eee 


To TR. 


READER- 


\H E Occafion of my 
. . troubling you, gen- 
tle Reader, with any Prefa- 
tory Harangue , was the 
Objections made by a Gen- 
tleman of extraordinary 
Merit in the Poetic World, 
and of a very diſtinguiſtud 
Tafte, and judgment, a- 
gainſt what I have ſpokeit 
on, the Cid of Corne- 
ile, 


To the Reader. 
ille, when I call it a very il 
Play, for tho' he allow'd it 
to - a faulty Play, he cou'd 


not agree, that It Was a very 
ill Play. 


For fear therefore, that 
J may meet with the ſame 
Objection from other good 
Judges, when this Book ap- 
pears now. in Publie, I think 
my ſelf oblig'd to explain 
what | mean by an i Play. 


«1 Lam of- 8 that 
all Plays are juſtly brought 
under that Denomination, 
that are eminently defective 
in 95 b _—_ the: A 

and. 


Fo the Reader. 


' and the Sentiments. That 
0 the Cid is ſo is, beyond a 
Contradiction, prov'd by 
ry OL 
che Royal Academy of Sci- 


ences, in their Cenſure of 
this Tragedy of Corneille. 
And it is the Opinion of 
© one of the brighteſt Geni- 
- Y us's of the preſent: Time, 
1 That there is not a Senti- 
ment in all Chemene's Part, 
that is the natural Reſult 
of the Paffions. It muſt be 
allow d that there is a great 
1 deal of Fire and Spirit in 
the Original; but then it 


„is the foet, and not the 
Pramatic Perſon, that ſpeaks 
85 


4 almoſt every where. 
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To the Reader. 
Too diminiſh the Abſur- 
dities of his Plot, it has 
been urg'd by ſome Gentle- 
men (who tho' above the 
abandond Taſte, of the 
Town themſelves, do yet 
- occaſionally too much con- 
form to it in their Cenſures) 
that the Plot may be de- 
fignd by a Man of little or 
no Genius; and that the 


Plot is no more than the 


out- lines in Painting; but 
that the Writing, „ and 
q Working up the paſfons, 
ſh heh * Charatters, | 
and the Diction, are the 
-diftinguiſhing. Excellencies 
of a Genius. 
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To the Reader. 

Firſt, / I muſt deny that 
any lnſtance can be given, 
that an) Man. without a 
great Genius, can draw a 
Fable or Plot of any Value, 
or Excellence. Next, if 
we ſhou d allow, my he 
forming the Plot, 
more, than the RE 
the out lines in a Piece 4 
Hifſtory-Painting, yet: 8 
this very Conceſſion 
that it is the moſt Maſte 
and the moſt difficult Pal 
of the Painter's Art: For 
in drawing the Out- lines, 
the Mafter Painter employs | 
himſelf, whereas the filling 
them up in their proper 
Colours, 


To the Reader. 
Colours, Shades and Liglits, 
is perform d by the Journey. 
men. All that is Great; 
all that is Noble; all that 
is the Object of Fear, and 
Compaſſion, is mark d out 
and defi gd in tlie Out- 
lines : Not only the Corre- 
ſpondence of the Parts, the 
Attitudes, and all that muſt 
ſhine in the Colours, is de- 
ſign d in them, but the very 
Lines of the Paſfions of the 
. Figures. So that 

believe it will be very 
eaſily granted, that the Out- 
lines are the principal Ta- 
lent of Painting, requiring 
the greateſt and moſt Su- 


blime 


r 1 ESErY 


nn A . ON AN XCO"w 


To the Reader. 
blime and Capacious Ge- 
nius, ſupported with a vaſt 
Imagination, and directed 


by a judgment of the fiſt 
NIE. 


I fatter n my elt that in 
the ſame manner it will be 


granted, by all who are ae- 


quainted with the Art of 
the Drama, that the Draw- 
ing the Fable or Plot ( as we 
call it) requires as great a 

Genius and Judgment ; fince 
in that Draught are Deſign'd 
the whole Conduct, Bei- 
dents, Characters, Paſſions, 


and I may ſay Sentiments of 
1 future Tregidy: If 


indeed 


To the Reader; 


indeed we mean ſuch Plots, 
as We uſually find in our 

Plays, as inTamerlane's, Jane 
Shore s, & c. I ſhou'd eaſily 
allow them to be far un- 
worthy of a great Genius; 
:fince they are but indigeſted 
Dialogues very lamely 
tack'd together. But to 
draw ſuch Fables, as the 
Ancients did, and accord- 
ing to the Rules which A. 
riſtotle has left us, is not 
the Task of every Verſi 
Her, tho' Maſter of as 
ſmooth Numbers, and hap- 
pineſs of Diction, as ever 
| - up Want of Merit in the 
Opinion of this Town. M | 
bn ut 


To the Reader, 
But I ſhall:ſuſpend! a far: 
ther Diſquiſition of this 
Matter, till I ſhall publiſh 
a Diſcourſe particnlarly on 
this Subject; and-ſhall here 
conclude whatever Beauty 
of Diction or Spirit there 
may be in the Original Cid, 
it is all loſt in the Verſion 3 ſo 
that by this Means we have 
the Faults, and Abſurdities 
of Corneille, but none of his 
Excellence. n 


As for the reſt of the 
Book, I ſhall only inform 
you, That the former part 
of it, is to do juſt ice to 
that Charming Sex, which 

adds 


To the Reader. 
adds ſo much Sweet or ſo 


much Bitter to the Lives of 
Men, in proving that it is 
no defect in the Sex, if the 
Ladies are leſs commonly 


Eminent in the Moral and 
Political Virtues, and the 
knowledge of Arts and Sci- 


ences. | have to make this 


Defence the more Juſt, put 


into the Mouth of  Euma- 


thia, the Words of Anna 
Maria Van Schurman, which 
| the wrote in Find tin of 
her Sex, and to prove that 


Learning was fit for a Maid 
to apply her Mind and 


_ to. 


But 


To the Reader. 

But I have not contented 
my ſelf to give her Rea- 
ſons, but have added many 
Examples, eſpecially from 
Holy Writ, to confirm eve- 
ry Point that is advanc'd. I 
have yentur'd to alter ſome 
things in Vanſchurman's Apo- 
logy, which were founded 
on the old Ptolemaic Syſteme, 
and the old School Philoſo- 
phy, to which 1 have given 
a more modern Turn. 

The other Part of the 
Bock conſiſts of an Enquiry 
into the moſt valuable Qua- 
lity of a Wife; or what is 
the ſureſt Tye to a Huſ- 
Iband's Affections. Each 
t DEE Party 


„ r a 
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To the R eader,. 


Party delivers her Reaſon 
For her Opinion, and con- 
firme them wiet-a Story; to 
add the weight of Fat to 
her Reaſons. 
Let my own Optnion be 
what it will, the World 
wt and will determine the 
ate, if not the Merit of 
the Performance; and it i 
In vain for an Author to re. 
pine at what he has choſen 
to run the riſque of, by ven- 
turing into the Public: Sol 4 
Read, and Cenſure as you 
think fit; for if it pleaſe 5 5 
entertain thee any way, I 
have gain d my | Point. * | 
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Id THE Coach breaks near a No- 
bel bleman's Houſe, Page 2: 

The Character of that Nobleman 
ol and his Lady, p-. J, 4; $a... 


BY The Characters of the Reſt of th 
el : Company, 8 p- 5, 6, 7. 
A Womaz has Accompliſhments e- 
nough if ſhe can keep her ſelf 

Nv Dry, „Nang 
So 4 hort Critic on ſome late Plays ; © 
o On the Diſtreſs'd Mother, p. , 
| e 
* Th: Engliſh Authors Write mere 
to the Fanty than" Judgment, 
| ; Ye „ 
On the Heroic Daughter, Cinna, 
Iphigenia 77 Aulis, p. 11. 
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wancd, p- 18, 19, &c. 
Proofs of this ſrom Hiſtory 9 
ibid. 


From Scripture, p. 19, 20, &c. 
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of her Nature, p- 20,21, 
Women unfit to Rule or Manage 
Pablic Affairs, p 21+ 
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wr ; p. 30. 
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I Ie goes never fo lit- 
Setz e tle out of the com- 
8 1 % mon way, he is 
looked on as one; that is fond of 
advancing of Paradoxes by thoſe 
who treat him with the greateſt 
Moderation; ſo that I ſhall not 
in the leaſt be ſurpriz'd if I am 
us'd in the ſame manner, when 
I am endeavouring to ſhow the 
Excellence, and 3 of the 
FAIR SEX. Let 1 have this 
— 4 B Ad- 
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15 8 H E N a Wiiteb 
4 goes never ſo lit- 
EE tle out of the com- 


25 7 mon way, he is 


look'd on as one; that is fond of 
advancing of Paradoxes by thoſe 
who treat him with the greateſt 
Moderation; ſo that I ſhall not 


in the leaſt be ſurpriz d if I am 


us'd in the ſame manner, when 
I am endeavouring to ſhow the 
Excellence, and e gs of the 


FAIR SEX. Yet I have this 
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Advantage in my Undertaking, 
that the Proots I bring are the 
Diſcourſes themſelves of ſome 
Ladies upon this Subject, Which 
I ſhall fairly repreſent as a faith. 
ful Hiſtorian, and no profelt 

Advocate of the Cauſe. 


I paſt great Part of the laſt 
Summer in Rent, at the Houſe 
of my good Friend Sir Clement 
Clearſight, with whom, and his 
Lady and Daughter, taking a 
{mall Journey croſs the Country 
a little off Sevex-Oak, juſt againſt 
a very noble Pile of Building, 
the Manſion of an illuſtrious 
Peer of this Kingdom, the Axle. 
tree of the Coach happen'd to 
break, which oblig'd Sir Clement 
and his Family, pl one of his 
Servants, to beg ſhelter in his 
Lordſhip's Seat, till things cou'd 
be repair'd fit to carry them on 
their Journey. 1 
This 
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This Meſſage ſoon brought 
the hoſpitable: Lord of the Soil, 
his Lady and the reſt of ths 
Company to the Gate, both to 
welcometheir unexpetedGueſts, 
and to ſee whether no harm had 
come to any of our Company ; 
which indeed we all efcap'd but 
Sir Clement's Gouty Foot, which 
had met with a ſmall Contuſion, 
but of no manner of Conſe- 


quence except the immediate 


Pain, which, the agreeable Con- 


verſation this Accident hack 


thrown us into, and a Bottle of 
my Lord's good Wine, ſoon re- 
mov'd. +; 61-30 CL 

I was not at all furpriz'd 
(when I reflected where I was} 


at ſo much good Senſe and Wit 


in a Manſion fo long conſecrated 
to the Muſes, and their Pro- 
tection. The preſent Poſſeſſour 
proving by the Quicknels of his 
Wit and Apprehenſion, Solidity 

8 B 2 of 


1 
of his Judgment, Fineneſs of his 


Taſte, with his diſtinguiſhing 
Candour and Affability of Tem- 
pers, his hereditary Right to the 
Merits of his Father's Mind, as 
much as to his Honours and 
Eſtate. In ſhort, as no Manly 
Grace is wanting in him, ſo 1s 
there no Ornament neceſſary to 
render a Lady capable of making 
a Figure in the foremoſt Rank 
of the Fair Sex, but what is ve- 
ry conſpicuous in the Face and 
Perſon of his Counteſs, and evi- 
dent in her Mind from the Ex- 
cellence of her Conduct. She 
has Beauty enough to make an 

Ideot enchanting, and Wit e- 
nough to give the ſtrongeſt 
Charms to Deformity; and the 
Evenneſs and Complaiſance of 


hier Humour to make her infi- 


nitely agi ceable, had ſhe neither 
Wit nor Beaut 7. 


— 
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Had She no Wit, each conquering onde 

Muſt all Mankind cuntroul; 
Had ſhe-no Reantles i in her Face 

Ter Wit muſt wound the Soul. | 
But Nature gave her Wit in ſuchExceſs, 
As if ſbe wou d all ther Charms deny 
And yet (he gave her Beauties numberleſs, 

That might. the greateſt Dearth: of 

Wi up. 

Such were our Hoſt and Hoſt 
eſs, nor were the Gueſtsunwor. 
thy of tliem, Sir Clement is a 
Gentleman of a good Eſtate, and 
deſerves to: have it, becauſe he 
dare uſe it, yet with all t he juſt 
Oeconomy that Wiſdom res 
quires. He is a Schollar, but no Pe 
dant; and he has hiad a peculiar 
Fancy to breed his Daughter 
to Letters, nor has ſhe been an 
ill Scholar of ſo good a Maſtery 
Nature having prepar'd herwith” 
a good Underſtanding. Her 
Nam is Eamathia, about the 
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Age of Twenty one, and yet 
very averſe to Marriage, leſt the 
Incumbrance of a Family ſhou'd 
deprive her of the Enjoyment of 
her Books, and clog her earneſt 
purſuit of Knowledge. 
There was preſent likewiſe 
Callona, the only Daughter of a 
Wealthy Gentleman, who had 
dred her always in Town, from 
whence, and the perpetual Ad- 
dreſs to her Beauty, which was 
extraordinary, ſhe had contract. 
ed a ſort of Coquetry; yet ſo 
ualify'd by a curious Addrels, 
that it feem'd to loſe its diſagree: 
able Quality, and paſt only for 
a handſom Aſſurance. Callona, 
notwithſtanding her Beauty, was 
much above. the Common Rate, 
had her ſhare of Wit and Senſe, 
yet was ſo fond of the Pertecti- 
ons of her Perſon, that on theſe, 
not on the Endowments of her 
Mind, the chiefly valued her 
felt. An- 


Ine. 
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Anchinoia on the other hand, 
who wanted not Charms of Per- 
ſon, ſet the greateſt Eſteem on 
her Wit, which Quality ſhe pre- 
fer'd to all other engaging Qua- 
lities of the Sex. She was 4 
Biſhop's Daughter; and through 
ly acquainted with all the Bobks 
of Wit and Poetry, that are to de 
found in our Language. 

Among the Reſt there was a 
3 Lady about Forty (as 
T underſtood on Enquiry) tho? 
her Appearance was not with- 
out very engaging Charms. Her 
Countenance was open, {ſweet 
and ſmiling; and no unquiet 
Thoughts had made the leaſt 
Wrinkle in her Forehead. The 
Company call'd her Philophro- 


To theſe I mult add the grave 
Matron Pronima, in whoſe Face 
were the viſible Lineaments of 
Prudence and Diſcretion ; and 
| B 4 this 


68 
this was Sir C lement's Lad y, Who 
was a moſt excellent Wife and 
tender Mother; yet her Ten. 
derneſs to her Child was tem. 
per d witk Prudence from that 


faulty Fondneęſs, that is often of 
O fatal a Conſequence to the un- 
happy Childreil of imprudent 
Parents. my 

To theſe Ladies, 1 muſt join 
My Lord, Sir Clement * and Mi- 
Mamas an old Batchelor, and 
my ſelf: The Characters. of my 
Lord, and Sir Clement, I have 
already given you, and my on 
is as improper ior me to particu- 
larize, as here not at all neceſſary 
as having. no {Ware in the. Dif- 
courſe. Miſogamms' I have, told 
you was an old Batchelor, and 
retain'd his A verfion to the Sex 
to the Sixty Seventh year of his 
Age, that is to ttus day. He 
Will not allow a man capable 


of Ay Perfections, always fav- 
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ing, ſhe, bas Accompliſhments 
enow if ſhe can keep her ſelf 
clean and dry, and be as little 
imper tinent as poſſible. And 
this indeed was the Occaſion or 


Riſe of all the following Diſpute. 

Sir Clement had not Been long 
an Inlabitant of that Country, 
and very much coptin'd by 9252 
Gout all the Time he had 1957 
there, which had depriv' d. hip 
of the. Honqur of. an w dh . 
quaintance with. 
which-with his Tae, a S 
to the reſt of tlie Company 5 
the Reaſon that th e he Chant 2 
aud , fine Qualitics. of E 
were wholty unknown, r0-t Hen 
til Enquiry happen'd. to be mad> 
into u hat Plays had been lately - 
Plaid, and what we were' to EX 
pet che following Scaſon? 

The Oeſtreſs d Mother We 


mention q withi its juſt Praiſe by 
my Lord, and ale ir 


whole Company: - B 5 Kt 


F 
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Imuſt agree with your Lord- 
ſhip, ſaid Eumathia, that the 
<q Mother is an excellent 
Play, and that the French Au- 
thor, how great ſoever in his 
own Country, has receiv*d a 
great deal of Advantage from 
Mr. Philips*s Genius; for I mult 
de ſo partial to my Countryman, 
85 declare, that Racine's Andro- 
nach ſeems to me to want that 
Force and Energy, which indeed 
may be pecultar to our Iſland. 
In theſe Modern Times we have 
had Men of great Genius in the 


* Expreſſion of the Manners, Sen- 


timents and Language ; but we 


 *Have had very Few, who under- 


Food the forming of a Uniform 
and Noble Deſign. So that our 


Authors have been happy in 


Writing to. the Fancy, but by a 
very miſtaken Notion have neg- 
lected, or not ftudied the Wri- 
ting to the Judgment; but 
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_ | 
Mir Philips has diſcharg'd both 
theie incumbent Duties of a 
great Poct with an admirable 
Felicity. | $3 
But then, my Lord, we ſoon 
| ſuffer'd ſufficiently from other 
Hands by this Gentleman's Suc- 
i ceſs: For the little Scriblers;. 
p 


who had a ſmattering in French. 

imagin'd an enervate Tranſla- 
5 tion of thoſe Poets wou'd do the 
| Buſineſs. Through this falſe. No- 
| tioa the Town was immediately” 
vilited with the Heroic Daug bier, 
a wretched Tranſcript, from a i 
very ill Play of Corneilles, calld. \ 
> | fe Cid, molt juſtiy Cenfurtd. 

by the Academy of Sciences in 


4 France. Next the Cinua of the 
r fame Poct was taught Eugliſb 
= to plague us, tho? it wanted the 
very Ellcntial of Tragedy 4#i- 


on. hear weare like this Wins 
23 ter tO {ee again Raciunt 3 Iphige= 
nia in Aulis, Which was Acted 


(12) 
fome years ago as I have been in. 
formꝰd. I have indeed often won- 
der'd that ſo judicious a Poet as 
Racine, ſhould leave out-perhaps 
the moſt beautiful Quarrelling 


_ Scene,thateverwas, between Apa-. 


memnon,and Mlenalaus, in that Play 
ol Euripides, and ſubſtitute one 

of a much inferiour Character 

between Ae amemnon and Achilles, 
The whole Company were 
wonderfully ſurprized at this 
Diſcourſe of a young Lady on fa 
nice a Subject, and to hear it diſ- 
charg'd with ſo much Judgment 
and true Taſte of Dramatie 
Poetry. I know not (ſaid my 
Lord) the Capacity or Genius 
of the preſent Undertaker of 
Iphigenia, and therefore I ſhall 


leave his Cenſure to Time and 


the Town. But I cou'd forgive 
worſe Plays, than We have had, 
cou'd we but now and then be 
made Amends by a.Gato, which 
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is a Proof, that the ſpiritoſ Træ- 
gedy is not yet loſt among us, 
ſince that Play has not only re- 
ceiv'd the univerſal Applauſe of 
our own Nation (two 5 three 
Hy percritics excepted) hut af 
* it ſelf; for an eminent 
Member of the French Academy 
is tranſlating it into the Furity 
of that Iongummme. 
The whole Company joyn'd 
with my Lord in his Fraiſe of 
the incomparable Cato, and aſter 
all had done, Eumathia added, 
That ſince Shakeſpear, no Man 
had yet diſcover'd ſo ſtrong and 
Maſculine a Genius. I am not, 
ſaid ſhe, at all affected with the 
rude and mad Criticiſms of the 
Remarks, a Book evidently bora 
of the Spleen and Malice, not. to 
ſtay ot Envy; and is fo far from 
being Written after the manner 
of. Ariſto-le, Longinus, or Dacier, 
that the Author dwindles into 
A wretched. 


(140 
wiretched led Puns, and ſeems 
more ambitious of the Reputa- 
tion of a. merry Drole, than of a 

judicious nn: 

Well aſſum: d) Sir Clement, 
J hear chat we are to have. a 
Rival of Cato this Winter, in 
the Miſtreſs of one our Kings, 
and one of our Noblemen, He 
has choſen an Heroine, ſaid Mz 
ſogamas, that tiiFnow never aroſe 
above a Penny Dogrel, or a 
Barthol mew- Farr Droll; and was 
always look'd on to be on a.Foot 
with Bateman's Ghoſt, and Whu- 
tington Lord Mayor of London. 

J conteſs (ſaid Eumathia m 
Quarrel to this Play is the ſame 
it Was to the Fair-Penitent, il 
giving his Heroine not weak 
Failings, the unhappy Effect of 
violent Paſſions, but thoſe ſcan- 
dalous Crimes, that every Wo- 
man of Honour deteſts, and jult- 
ot thinks her ſelf incapable of 

com- 
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committing, and therefore can 
never afford an Adulterous Pre- 
ſtitute their Pity for her Suffer- 
ings, tho? never ſo great or ter- 
rible; and a Subject that can by 
no means move our Pity, can ne. 
ver be proper for Tragedy, 
whoſe End and Aim is, and 
ought to be, to ſtir up Compaſſion 
and Terror. She was too low in 
the ſtation of Life for a Place in 
Tragedy, and was only rais'd 
from the Obſcurity of her Birth 
by her Criminal Affair with 
Edward IV. and Haſtings. Sure 
our Poet muſt think our Hiſtory 
very barren of Noble Examples 
in our Sex, when he muſt pick 
up the moſt abandon'd for his 
Heroine. And indeed, a Vice 
that has its proper Puniſhment 
in Br:dewell, ought not to meet 
with that of the Stage. 
Madam, (faid my Lord, when 
he found ſhe had done ſpeaking) 
"OY ; Whats 


(16) 

whatever Obligations the Town 
may have to the Poet for his 
Play I don't know; but 1 am 
fare we have very great ones to 
him ſor. giving you Occalion of 
ſpeaking ſo we lagainſt it. It is 
the more ſurprizing in a Lady, 
becauſe Criticiſm is a Study, 
that very few of the fair. Sex 
will trouble, themſclves with, as 
affording more Pleaſure to the 
Underitanding, than to the Fan- 
cy. So much Learning as you 
have ſhewn already Madam, is 
a Proot, that Sir C/emrat has not 
chas Opinion of the Capacity of 
your Sex, which Miſogamus has 

always declar d. 
My Lord, (ſaid Sir Clement ) 
this is all the Children it has 
pleas'd Heaven to leave me, and 
finding, her Inclinations bent 
very much that way, I. have 
omitted nothing to improve hier 
Knowledge and Judgment in 
every 
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That 8 mr r 
by Mature for 47 ions in 
Knowle, fe 1 and that thoſe 


marterings. which. they ſome- 


times glean, up, only ſerve to 
make them the , more imperti- 


nent and troubleſome, as b 


ing that Poiſe of Judgment 
Which is neceſſary either to ) make 


Learning Uſeful or Valuable. 
i peak this with Reſtriction 
from, all "this fair Ae 
vw hich indeed, without Compli- 
ment, fall not within my Re. 


ect ion. 
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E 
* 


(18) 

I muft extreamly differ from 
you, (afſum'd Sir Clement) and 
doubt not but, that I can ſuf- 
ficiently make it out, That Wo- 
men are capable of the higheſt 
Improvements, and the greateſt 
Glory, to which Man can be ad. 
vanc'd. Ren 

If the Authority of a Man of 
Learning and Experience in the 
World will be of any Force, I 
would from Platareh urge the 


Truth of my Aſſertion, WhO 


upon the Death of the excellent 
Leontide, had a Diſcourſe with 
his Friends on the equal Vertuts 
of Man and Woman; and he 
doubts not, but that if he were 
to compare their Lives and 
Actions with each other, he 
cou'd make it appear, that, as 
Sappho's Verſes were equal in ex- 
cellence to thoſe of Anacreon, 10 
that Semiramus was fully as Mag- 
nificent as Seſo/tris, Tanaquilla as 
Politic 


( 19) | 
politic as King Servius, and: Por- 
tia as full of Courage as Bratus 
himſelf. He might have added, 
that Arria led the Way to Pætas, 
and ſhew*d him how to die with 
Contempt of theTyrant's Power, 
whoſe Envy of their Ha ppineſs 
had commanded them to put an 
end to their Lives. Not what I 


feel ( faid She, when ſhe had 


Stabb'd her ſelf by Nero's Order) 
ic painful to me, but what thou 
Pætus muſt feel when thou ſtrikeſt 
the fatal Blow in thy own dear Bo- 
ſom : Exceeding him both in 

Courage and Love. © 
What ſhall I ſay of Zenobia, 
who maintain'd herſelf in the 
Kingdom of Palmyra many years, 
till torc*d to yield to the For- 
tune of Rome, and the Power of 

Aurelian? x ey 
But let us turn our Eyes to 
he Holy Scriptures, and ſee if 
we can there find this W 
f u 


* 
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Aſuferiority in Nature of 1M 
above Moman, L mean in their 
Capacit ies and Faculties. Mole 

- aflures'us,: that Woman, as wel 
aas Mau, was created aſter the 
Amage of God. If. Man were 
;endow'd with a rational, free 
and immortal Soul, fo was Io. 
man. If thsre was in Man a dve 
and right Knowledge of God's 
Nature, Will and Works, and 
a Conformity and Agreement 
with God in Will, Appetites, 
Motions and Actions, ſo there 
Was in Woman, If Man was 
plac'd im a ſtate of Dominion 
and Happineſs, ſo was» Hamas. 
Both were made by the ſame 
Omnipotent Hand, and aſter the 
ſame Eternal Idea; the Sub- 
jections was only the Puniſh- 
ment of her Fall, and not tlie 
{Detect of her Nature. T he Soul 
knov/s no difference of Sex; the 
Soul therefore knowing no Sub- 


Ordination 


. 
ordination on Account of the 
Sex, we mult obſerve, that the. 
Woman's Body is made Organi- 
cal like that of the Man, as to 
the Soul; ſo that there is no- 
thing, that puts à Bar to the 
Soul's Operations, to render it 
les Perfect and leſs Capable; 
for they are endow?d with the 
fame Faculties and Powers. 
Lam not ignorant, that many 
of the Ancieats have ſpoken 
much to the Reproach of the 
whole Sex; As that they are 
weak in Council, deficient in 
Courage, extream and inordi- 
nate in their Paſſions; mutable 
in their Wills, and unfie to Rule 
or Manage Public Affairs. For 
tlus Reaſon not only the Par- 
thians, and Thracians, eſteem'd 
and us d them as Slaves; but 
the paliter Greeks deſpis'd them, 
and the Romans made Laws in 
their prejudice, ſome of which 
| call 
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call the Government of Women 
a Prevarication'of Mature; and f 
other Laws have appointed 
them Guardians even in theit i 
grown Age and Widowhood. 
Againſt all theſe we ſhall, need ; 
no other Proof, than the Exam. « 
ples of Women who have attain'l } 
the higheſt Glory for public Vi. 
tues. For if ſome of the 8a x 
have been ſoT maintain my pro- 8 
N 

r 

[ 

I 

ſt 

J 
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poſition, That the Sex is capable 
of being ſo. 
What Excellence is there in 
Man, which we have not feen 
ſhine out with equal Glory in 
Woman? Is it Miſdom, Difſert 
tion, or Policy ? It was the 
Character the Scripture has g. S 
ven of Abigail, That ſhe was al e. 
Woman of a good Underſtand { 
ing, and of a beautiful Counte-Fſ h. 
nance; and her Story all along E 
makes good the firſt part of tho G 
Character. Her Husband Na at 
| a chut- 
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a churliſh. rich Fool, and had 
poorly. and unadyifedly thrown 
himſelf into the Rage of David 
in Arms. The Servants know. 
ing Nabal to be incapable of 
good and wholeſome, Advice, 
one of them therefore acquaints 
his Lady with what had hap- 
pen'd : She preſently apprehends 
the Danger, and prevents it. 
She commands. ſome of the Fa- 
mily to attend her, and with a 
rich Preſent in her Hand, meets 
David now on the Way to NabaPs 
Houſe full of Reſolution to de- 
{troy it. She is ſo perfectly 
Skill'd in the Manner how to 
frame her Deportment and 
eech, that ſhe ſoon ſoſtens the 
— Soldier. As ſoon as ſhe 
ſees David, She with the utmoſt 
haſte throws herſelf from her 
Horſe, and bows herſelf to the 
Ground before him, falling down 
at his Feet, and mitigating his 
Wrath 


21 6540 
Wrath With her Prudence, ob' 
tzin'd- a Defender: of him, that 
Was coming to be the D 
of her and her Family. 

In the Town of Abel (in 
David's Wars) there lived ano. 
ther Wiſe Woman; For this 
Town had raſhly taken Part 
with Sheba, and entertain'd him, 
who had been the very Head jr 
the Rebels. TJoab lays Siege to 
this Town, and was near ta- 
King it by Storm: Then cry'd 
this Wiſe Woman out of the 
City, Hear ! hear ! ſay I pray you 
0 ob, Come near be te £4 1 
may ſpeak with thee; and having 
thus obtain'd a Parley, I am one 
of them ( ſaid ſhe )- that are 
peaceable and faithful in Iſrael; 
thou ſeeketh to aeftroy: a City and 
Mother in Iſrael; Why wilt thou 
ſwallow up the Inhbrirance of the 
Lord? Joab telling her the Con- 


ditions of his raiſing the Siege, 


. 
ſhe undertakes, and does per- 
ſuade the People to throw She- 
ba's Head over the Wall to him, 
on which he withdre his Army 
and ſav'd the City. | 
Plutarch gives us almoſt a 
parallel of this in the Wiſdom 
of the Celtic Women, who when 
their Country was torn into Di- 
N viſions, and Civil War, wou'd 
not deſiſt from their Importuni- 
N 0 and earneſt Mediation, till 
their Arms were laid down, and 

a general Peace ſettled in all 
their Cities and Families. Which 
7 | was fo great and fo acceptable a 
\s Lervice to their Country, that 
it grew a Cuſtom among them 
„e % Admit and Summon their 
Women to Council. So that 'in 
the League, which they long 
after made with Hannibal, this 
was one Article f the Celtæ 
have any Matter of Complaint 
gainſt the Carthaginians, the 
| La. Car * 


(26) 
Carthaginian Commander in Spain 
al judge of it. But i i the Car- 

rhaginians have any thins to lay 
fo the Charge of the Celtz, it 6640 
be brought before the Celtic Wo- 
men. 

The Woman of Tekoah ſhews 
how fit Women are for Strata- 
gem, no ſmall Branch of Poli- 
tic Wiſdom. Joabò hires her by 
this to repeal the Baniſhment of 
Abſolom. Nor did ſhe want much 
Inſtruction, but acted with ſuck 
Cloſeneſs, and ſeeming Paſſion, 
that David, tho' a wiſe and 
diſcerning Prince, with no ſmall 
difficulty found out the Artifice; 
nay, even then ſhe carry'd 
it on beyond her Inſtructions, 
till ſhe entirely brought the 
King over to her Deſign. 

W hat greater Example of Se- 
crecy (Which is moſt denied the 
Sex) than that of Rahab, Who 


not * hid Jaſbaa 8 Spics in 
ir 
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her Houſe, but perfectly con- 
ceal'd their great Buſineſs. And 
tho! it prov'd Neceſſary to com- 
municate this Aﬀair to ſeveral 
Friends, yet {he manages it 
with ſo much Privacy, that 
nothing was diſcover*d, but ſhe 
and all her Friends were fav'd 
from the general Ruin of her 
Country. I might add the 
\ | Voman of Bathurim, and Epi- 
caria in the Reman Story, who 
cou'd not by all the Threats and 
; Tortures of the Tyrant, be 
1 forc?d to confeſs what ſhe knew 
ot a Conſpiracy againſt Nero. 
4 Is it Learning that gives Pre- 
heminence to Men? In this 
like wiſe have Nomen had a very 
arge ſhare, The Ancient M. 
thologi/ts made Minerva the God- 
defs, as well as Apollo, the God 
* f Learning. In the Scriptures 
re have Huldah the Propheteſs, 
. rho dwelt in the College, with 
C 2 whom. 
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.- Whom thoſe great Stateſmen, 


Hilkiah, Ahikam, Achbor, Sha. 
phan, and Aſaiah, thought it no 
diſgaace to Conſult. Aſpatia in- 
ſtructed Pericles, a Man as emi- 
nent for his Oratory as his Mar- 
tial Expeditions. Pamphilia wrote 
many Hiſtories much eſteem'd 
before they were loſt. Cornelis 
the Mother of the Gracchi, was 
ſo great a Miſtreſs of Eloquence, 
that ſhe inſtructed both her 
Sons, and enabled them to make 
_ conſiderable Figures in the H- 
rum; Athenar arofe to the Eaſt- 
ern Empire by the force of her 
Eloquence and Learning, tho 
the Daughter of a mean Athe- 
nian. 

Nor have even our Times 
wanted ſuch Ornaments of the 
Sex, Olympia, Fulvia Morata, the 
Lady Jane Gray, Learned in 
Hebrew as well as Greek and 


Latin. Auna Maria Vanſchurman, 
the 


(29) 

the preſent Madam Dacier; nay, 
the whole Duty of Man has been 
attributed to my Lady Packinz- 
ton: Among theſe it I ſhall, at laſt, 
have the Happyneſs of placing 
my own Daughter, it will 
abundantly fatisfy my Toil, and 
my Hopes and Deſires. 

Here the old Gentleman, Sir 
Clement, made an end, ſome- 
thing warm'd with the vehe- 
mence of his Utterance, and his 
Zeal for the Subject. I am not 
at all ſurpriz'd (ſaid Miſog amus 
that a Man of Letters ſhould be 
able to make a dark Point ſeem 
probable, or adorn a barren 
Subject with the Ornament of 
Language and Examples; tho? 
mdeed for the Confirmation of 
this, I believe Sir Clement has 
pretty well drein'd Antiquity 
and the Moderns too, But when 
I can hear the Ladies fay as much 
tor themſelves, I may be apt to 

C 3 think. 
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think there may be ſomething 
in it; till then they are but 
what we make them: Or, pro- 
vided I ſhould allow you, that 
the Abilities of ſome Women 
are a Proof that there have been 
Women capable of Learning, 
yet I can never agree, that it is 
convenient for the Sex; ſince it 


only fills them with Pride, and 


has nothing about the Duties of 
the Sex, Which is properly in Ma- 
naging Family and Domeſtic 
Affairs; to be Obedient to their 
Husbands, Whom they may be 
too apt to deſpiſe if they happen 
to be, and think themſelves, 
more Learned or Knowing. I 
think we may as well conclude, 
that becauſe the Amazons were 
a Nation of Female Warriors, 
that therefore every Woman 
Mou'd ride the Great Horſe. 


Not 
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p Not that I preſume to fortify 
n MW my Father's Arguments (aſſum'd 
Yo Eumathia) is it that I ſpeak, for 
it I think them ſufficient to prove 
n the Point that was in Queſtion. 
n W But to ſhew you that he has not 
exhauſted the Theme, I ſhall 
add ſome more Inſtances. To- 
ſay nothing of Theano the Wife 
of Pythagoras, and his Succeſſor 
in his School, and a Poeteſs, 
. 8 with ſeveral other Ladies who 
e taught Philoſophy ; we among 
r the Grecians, find at leaſt the 
e Names of many Learned and 
n Excellent in the Art of Poetry. 
As Magaloſtrate the beloved of 
IB the Poet Aleman, ſhe flouriſh'd 

„ in the ſecond year of the 29th 
e Ohmpiade, a little more than 
„ One Hundred years after Homer, 
n whois thought to have liv'd in 
the beginning of the OHmpiades; 
ſo early did Women ſucced in 
that Noble Art, then eſteem'd 
C 4 the 
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the Mother of all Sciences, 
Aicman's Verſes in her Praiſe, 
we yet find in Athenæus. What 
need 1 mention Sappho, known 
to every one ? Or her Friend 
Erinna, or Contemporary De- 
mophila? Or Cleobulina? or Co- 
inna, Who won the Prize from 
Pindar himſelf? Teleftilla, Prax- 
alla, Aſpaſia the Mileſian, the 
other Erinna, Eudoxia, Demo- 
chars, Elephants, or Elephantina; 
Heſtica of Alexandria, Neſſiſſor, 
Philenis among the Greeks.? or 
Cornificia, Sulitia, Theophila the 
Wife of Gadianus the Poet un- 
der Domitian, Proba Falconia, and 
the reſt of the Latin Poeteſſes? 
Time, as well as your Patience, 
wou'd be wanting to hear them 
enumerated; for there is ſcarce 
any Nation or Age, where Poe- 
try has ſhew'd it ſelf in any 
tolerable Degree, where ſome 


Lady has not appear'd worthy of 


ap- 
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applauſe in the ſame. What 
need I mention at home, our 
Philips's, our Killigrems, our 
Finches, Chudleighs, Behns, Ho- 
ther and others? Since had we: 
had none but Mrs. Singer, ſhe 
wou'd have equal'd any of the 
Greeks or the Romans, with thus: 
peculiar Praiſe, That the Great- 
nels of her Genius never ttoop'd 
jor an infamous Applauſe from 
thoſe Looſeneſſes, from which: 
too many of both Sexes have. 
derived all their Fame. 

cannot ſay that any Women 
Poets, Ancient and Modern, 
ha ve attempted the Drama ex -· 
cept the Eugliſb, and I wilh, for 
the Honour of. the Character of: 
our Sex, that none of us had 
done it; for then tho' we had: 
had fewer Pretenders to Repu- 
tation this Way, . yet our Fame: 
had been more pure, and more. 


worthy our Sex. = 
C 5 But. 
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But let us caſt an Eye on 
thoſe Vertues which Hiſtory Sa. 
cred and Prophane, has given 
to ſeveral of our Sex. Copſtancy 
and Reſolution is eſteem'd a man- 
y Virtue, and on us it is charg'd, 
That we are inconſtant and mu- 
table. Diocleſian and Maximini- 
an the Emperors, in a public 
Inſtrument, ſtile the Wills of 
Women momentaneory. But on 
the Contrary, how famous was 
Ruth tor her Conſtancy, who 
notwithſtanding all Aſſaults a- 

inſt it reſolv'd, that nothing 
ut death ſhould ſeparate her 
from her Husband's Mother. 
Intreat me not (ſaid ſhe to Naomi) 
to leave thee, or to return from 
following after thee, for whither 
thou goeſt 1 will go, and where 
thou loapeſt I will lodge; thy Peo- 
ple ſhall be my People, and thy God 
my God. Where: thou. dieſt I will 
A 
5 the 


ws 7 
the Lord do ſo to me, and more 
alſo, if ought but Death part thee, 
and me. "T7 EP 
Shou'd I mention the Mother, 
who ſaw her Children Executed 
before her Face with unbroken: 
Reſolution, as we find it in the- 
Macchabees, and the Conſtancy 
of many Women Martyrs in the 
Primitive Perſecutions, with: 
thoſe our Nation faw in that 
Modern Perſecution of Queen 
Mary's Days, I ſhou'd be able to 
make a full and large Hiſtory. 


Queen Mary's own Siſter, as ſhe 


was an Example of her Cruelty, 
ſo was ſhe an admirable Inſtance 
of this Virtue, who, according 
to her Motto, was always the 


ſame; as Sir Robert NMantom ws 


his Preface to his Tranſlation of 
Cambaen's ELIZABETH 
takes notice, who compares and 
prefers her to King Henry of 
France, ev'n for this very Vir- 
| Tue 
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tue of Reſolution and Conſtancy. 
Courage ſeems as peculiar a 
Virtue to Man as any in the 
Roll, yet we find Hiſtory Cele. 
brating ſome of the tender Sex 
as eminent in it. Jaelthe Wife of 
Heber deliver'd the Earth from a 
great Deſtroyer ; ſo that the 
War of that Time was call'd by 
her Name. Ia the days of Jael 
(ſays the Scripture) the High- 
Ways were unoccupied, and the 
Travellers walkd thxough;by Ways; 
and Deborah (another excellent 
Woman) ſings the Glory of her 
Action in a moſt exalted and 
immortal Song = Bleſſed above 
Women ſhall Ja@ the Wife of 
Heber the Kenite. be; bleſſed ſhall 
ſhe be above Women in the Tent! 
He ask'd Water and ſhe gave him 
Milk, ſhe brought forth Batter in 
4 loraly — ſhe pat her Hand to 
the Nail, and her Right Hand tothe 
Workman's ' Hammer ; and . 
78 
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the Hammer ſhe ſmote Siſera, ſhe 
ſmote off” his Head, when ſhe had 
erc'd, and ſtricken through his 
Temple, At her Feet he bow'd, he 
fell, he lay down ; at her feet he 
bowed, he fell where he bowed, there 
he ſell down dead. 

[ hope Gentlemen you will 
excuſe me for quoting ſo much 
Scripture, which is not ſo uſual 
it fine Converſation in our Days; 
but when I remember that 1 
ſpeak to Perſons of an exalted 
cu I think I need make no 
Apology for ſuppoſing you capa- 
ble of  reliſhing off the maſt 
beautiful and {ublime of any 
Poetry. | | 

Pa ſſing by the Story of Judith 
(Who yet ſhewed at once the 
higlieſt Reſolution, Love of her 
Country, and Courage.) I ſhall 
take notice of that Woman of 
Thebes, mention'd in the Hiſtory 
of the Judges: For ſhe ſeems 

| p40 
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to have been more Valiant, and 
to have Ventur'd more, than 
the Men, who were inclos'd 
with her in the Tower; who 
when nothing but Threats and 
Flames were before her, had the 
Courage to caſt a piece of a 
Milſtone on Abimelech's Head, 
and ſo put an end to their Dan- 

er. e ee 
„ I can not omit Queen Heſter, 
how ſhe forgot her Softneſs and 
Delicacy, and reſolv'd to ſerve 
her People with the hazard of 
her own Life. Iwill (ſaid ſhe) 
go in unto the Ring, which is not 
according to the Law, and if I 
periſh, I periſh. She dar'd to do 
this, and her Succeſs anſwer'd 
her Daring, her People were 
prefery'd from Deſtruction, and 
the Deſigner of that Evil againſt 
| _ brought to an ignominious 
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When the Melians, under the 
Conduct of young 2 
were entertain'd a while by the 
Carians, as they paſt from their 
own Country to ſeek a new 
Habitation, they were in 
reat Danger-of being all de- 
Rroy'd by Treachery, conceaPd 
under a fair Pretence of Invi- 
ting them to a Banquet: But the 
Melians return'd Anſwer to the 
Carians, on their Invitation (be- 
ing privately inform'd of their 
Deſign) That they never were 
accuſtomed to go to any Feaſt 
without their Wives, they were 
admitted to come with them. 
The Men went unarm'd (to 
avoid ſuſpicion) but every 
Woman had her Husband's. 
Sword hid under her Gown. 
About the middle of the Feaſt, 
the Word being given by the 
Carians lor the Deſtruction of 
their Gueſts, they endeavour'd 
0 
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to exeute their Treachery, when 
in a Moment every Melian Wo- 
man delivers her Husband his 
Sword; by which means they 
- acquitted themſelves with Bra- 
very; and had leiſure after- 
wards to admire the undaunted 
ſpirit of their Women, who 
unſtiſturb'd with any Fear, were 
Actors in, as well as Spectators 
of the Exploit. | 

I am ſenſible, that I ſhou'd 
be too tedious to produce all the 
Examples that I cou'd, of the 
enerous Actions of our Sex, 
whether for the Preſervation of 
their Country, or for the Love 
of their Husbands, or for the 
Maintenance of the Religion 
of their Anceſtors: Nor 1s it 
Neceſſary, ſince from what has 
been ſaid, it muſt plainly appear 
that Men have no Reaſon to 
exclude our Sex from the Vir- 

tue of Courage. | 
vet 
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Yet I cannot here omit one 
Inſtance of the Love of their 
Husbands, becauſe it is Modern. 

, The Emperour Coprade III. ha- 
ving Beſieg'd Guelpho Duke of 
Bavaria, the Town being re- 
duc'd to the Jaſt Extremity, and 
oblig'd to Surrender, cou'd ob- 
tain noother Terms of him, but 
that the Ladies ſhou'd go out 
untouch'd, with only what they 
cou'd carry on their Backs. Up- 
on which they all reſolv'd to 
carry their Husbands out in that 
manner, even to the Duke him- 
klf. The Generoſity of the 
Action diſarm'd the Emperour's 
Rage, and made him ever after 
treat the Duke and his with 
great Humanity and Affection. 

I mult beg leave to add ano 
ther Inſtance of Fillial and Con- 

Nugal Love, and Herdic Juſtice in 

Ia Woman, of which I can't re- 

member any Hiſtory that gives a 

| Nobler 
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Nobler than that of Chelonis, 
the Wife of Cleombrotus King of 
Sparta. 
Cleombrotus was Son in Law 
to Leonidas the Spartan King, by 
Marrying his Daughter, the fore. 
mention*d CHelonis. Leonidas bes 
ing Expell'd, Cleombrotus Was, 
with Agi, made King in his 
Room. But on another Turn 
of the Lacedemoniun Affairs, Leo. 
nidas was reſtor'd, and Ai 
forc'd to flee to the Temple of 
Fan Sanctuary, and Cleom- 
otus to that of VNeptane. 


| 
| 

Leonidas more incenſed againſt Y 2! 
his Son in Law, purſu'd not t 
Agis, but attended by his Sol- Nr 
diers, went directly to the San - u 
ctuary of Cleombrotus, and there, 1 
with a great deal of Paſſion, I d 
Reproach'd him for Conſpiring 2 
with his Enemies, Uſurping his 
Throne, and Driving him from 
his Country, tho? ſo SN — 

hos late 
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lated to him, by the Marriage 
of his Daughter; but Cleombro- 
tus, having little to ſay for his 
1 Actions, ſtood perfectly 
ſilent. : 


_ Chelonis his Wife, had been 


a Partner of her Father's Suffer- 
ings; for when Cleombrotus U- 
ſurp'd the Kingdom, ſhe for- 
ſook him, and wholly apply'd 
herſelf to Comfort her Father 
in his Afflictions. She ſtaid 
with him, whilſt he was in the 
Sanctuary, and when he fled ſhe 
fled with him, bewailing his 
Misfortunes, extreamly averſe 
to Cleombrotus, for his Treache- 
ry and Inhumanity. But now 
upon this turn of his Fortune, 
ſhe was as Zealous and Aſſi- 
duous in expreſſing her Love 
and Duty to her Husband, 
whom {he embraced with one 
Arm, and. her two little Chil- 
with the other. All Men were 


ſtrangely 
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ſtrangely taken with the Piety 
and tender Affection of the 
Voung Woman; who in a looſe 
neglected Mourning, with a 
pale dejected Countenance, and 
fuppliant Poſture, ſpoke thus to 
Leoni dax. 

I am not brought to this 
* Condition you ſee me in, nor 
„ have I taken on me this 
„ Mourning Habit, for the pre- 
« ſent Misfortunes of Cleombro- 
© 7x45, no, it is long ſince fami- 
© liarto me; it was put on, to 
% Condole Tow in your Baniſh - 
ment; and now you are re- 
4 ſtor'd to your Country and 
* your Kingdom; Muſt I till 
remain in Grief and Miſery ! 
Or would you have me Attir'd 
in my Feſtival Ornaments, 
that I may rejoyce with you, 
„hen you have, within my 
„ Arms, kill'd the Man to 
* whom you gave me as a 
| Wife? 
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« Wife het Cleombrotas muſt 
« appeaſe you, by mine and my 
« Childrens Teats, or he muſt 
« ſuffer a Puniſhment greater 
« than his Fault deſerves. He 


« will-infallibly fee me Die be- 


“fore him, whom he has pro- 
« feſled , molt tenderly to Love. 
« To what end ſhould I live, 
« or how ſhall I appear among 
ee the Spartan Ladies, when it 
« ſhall ſo manifeſtly be ſeen, 
« that I have not been able to 


move to Compaſſion, either 


« a Husband or a Father? I 
« was born, it ſeems, to be diſ- 
« honour'd and difgrac'd, both 
“as a Wife, and a Daughter; 
« he's that Relation, who 1s 
“ deareſt to me in both Capa- 
e cities. As for Cleombrotus, I 
« had ſufficiently diſown'd his 
« Cauſe, when I forſook him 
« to follow you; but now you 
your ſelf will juſtify his Pro- 

« ceedings, 


ä * 

« ceedings, by eee to the 
« World, that for the Sake of a 
„ Cron, it is juſt to kill a Son 
in Law, and be regardleſs of 
« a Daughter. | 
Chelonis having ended this La- 
mentation, turn d her Weeping 
Eyes to the Spectators, then 
ently repos'd her Head on her 
Hlusband⸗ Boſome. Leonidas, 
touch'd with Compaſſion, with- 


drew a while, to adviſe with 


his Friends, and then returning, 
Condemn'd Cleombrotus to per- 


petual Baniſhment; urging, that 


Chelonis ought to ſtay with him, 
it not being juſt, that ſhe ſhould 
forſake a Father, who, at her 
Inter poſition, had granted the 
Life of her Husband. But all that 
he could ſay, could not prevail 
with her to ſtay. She roſe up 
immediately, and taking one of 
her Children in her Arms, gave 
the other to her Husband; then 
08 having 
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having perform'd her Devotions 
at the Altar where he had taken 
Sanctuary, ſhe chearfully ' fol: 
low?d him into Baniſhment. 
In ſhort, ſo great was the 
Virtueand Generoſity ſhewn by 
Chelonis on this Occahion, that 
if Cleombrotus Were not extream· 
ly blinded by Ambition, he muſt 
have choſen Exile with ſo excel- 
lent a Woman, rather, than a 
Diadem without her. 
Ability and Capacity, to ma- 
nage Public Affairs, is another 
perfection which you deny t6 
Women. My Father has taken 
notice of the Opinions and Laws 
of ſome Antient and Polite Na- 
tions on this Head : I ſhall here 
only obſerve the Examples of 
the contrary. Deborah Judged 
Hael, as the Holy Scriptures 
aſſure us; to her I might add, 
Semiramis and Puloberia, who 
preſerv'd the Empire * 
ro- 


3 
Brother Liv'd, and after his 
Death, Govern'd it with great 
Prudence, calling | Meplies, to 
her Aſſiſtance. me 

But if all Hiſtories were vol, 
till thoſe of the Days of our 
Forefathers, the Exgliſo Nation 
need no Proof of this Truth, 
ſince it now enjoys the Benefit 
of 'Elizabeth, the Gueen of Her 
Subjects Hearts, of whom we 
Have the Teſtimony of her 
Mortal Enemy Pope Sina 
Quintus, Who, tho? Plotting - a 
gainſt her Life, admir'd er 
for he was us d to ſay, That 


Elizabeth of England, and- 


Henry IV. of France, were able 
to Rule the whole World. 


But I fear I growtedious, and 


ſhall forbear more Examples, to 
Anſwera cloſe Objection of this 
Gentleman's, againſt Women 
giving 70 to the Study 
of Literature; for to . 

thnñat 
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that, ſeems but a neceſſary Vin 
dication of a Courſe I have fo 
long taken, y the Indulgence 
Parents. 
The Queſtion therefore is, 
Whether. the Study of Learning. 
and Arts is fit for 4 Maid, eſpes: 
cially in theſe Times? I do think, 
that the Arguments, that per- 


ſuade me to declare for the 


Affirmative, are not light and, 
weak. To begin with the 
Civil Law, which forbids Wo- 
men to meddle with Public 


Affairs. I will not enquire into 


the Equity of this Law, yet, I 
think, this may thence be 
clearly prov'd, That the Lei» 
ſure in which we live is Allow d 
ind Lamful: But from thence 
we may have much Unincum- 
ber'd Time, and Quiet Tran- 


quility, great Friends to the 


Maſes ; epecially, when we are 
not tied up by neceſlary Occa- 
10115. D ſions, 


* 5o 
figns, of di in Domeſtic 
A mi Fe h Huſineſe. 
But yet when lis large and 
empty Space of Life is ſpent 
looſely; and not Improv'd in 
ſomertung, Good and Bene ßend 
it leaves à dangerous Opportu- 
nity for. the Trruption of too 

many Vices, deſtructive of our 
Innocence and Happineſs. Idle. 
neſs is the Fountain of Miſchief; 
and it is the way t6 avoid this Miſ⸗ 
ellief, to let the Mind by little 
and little grow ſoft, and brouglit 
to à ſimilitude of that Idleneſs in 
which it is bury'd * What muſt 
| we therefote do? Seneta points 
out the matter, when he ſays, 
They are only at Leiſure,” who 
are at Leifure for Wiſdom; nay; 
5 onhy Live; for they not oni 
to their own times well; 

bi draw a Benefit from that 
of all the foregoing Ages: For 
dns not to endeavour: to find 
Leiſure 


. 

Leiſure from the moſt laudahle 
Employments,, but to improve 
our real Leiſure in them. This 
will render out Time, neither rire- 
ſome nor uneaſy ; for there are 
' i wo things that ſharpen à Wiſt 
man, which make other Men 
5 dull, Leiſure and Solitude. 


* 


r But ſome are wont to object, 
* 8 with this Gentleman, that it is 
1 ſufficient Study for Women, 
- I to handle the Diſtaff and the 
le Needle well. I likewiſe con- 
ur I feſs, that their number is large, 
in FF and that the Inveterate IIl-Opi- 
Pt nion, and Miſtaketi Notions of 
UW FF our Times, are too evident on 
„their Sides; But we, as ratio- 
ho nal Creatures, ought to form 
our Judgment from Reaſon” not 
Cuſtom, - which would juſtify 
Ten Thouſand of the greateſt 
Follies ; nay, and of Vices, that 
are, 5 | 
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; 191 by what Right are theſe 
Things only faln to our Lot? 
By a Divine or Human Right? 
It will never be in the power 
of theſe Gentlemen to prove, 
that thoſe Limits, are either 
Fatal, or preſcribed by Hea- 
ven to us, to reſtrain our farther 
Purſuit. The Evidence of all 
Antiquity, in the Examples of 
all Ages, and the Authority of 
the Greateſt Men, will confirm 
the contrary, _ 2 
But I ſhall content my ſelf, 
to ſhew, that things of a higher 
Nature do not only become us, 
but are expected from us in a 
ſtation above the Vulgar. For 
generous Inclinations will not 
endure to be reſtrain'd within | 
ſuch narrow Bounds; nor Wits 
of a ſublimer Mind, ſuffer them- 
ſelves to be always kept below 
their natural Diſpoſition, If 
theſe ſevere Laws ſhould be per- 

He petually 
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petually in force, it wou or 
ſeem to me, any. great Wonder, 
that ſome Women ſhould ſome- 
times be prevailed with, by the 
perſwaſions of Pleaſure, to de- 
viate into Folly, even thro? 
their Contempt of theſe low 
Employments aſfipa't them. 

Beſides, we cou'd not then 
have any Proſpect or Hope of 
. and Dignity, any 
Reward of Virtue, Which ex- 
cite great Minds to things wor- 
thy of Praiſe. In vain do we 
boaſt our Nobility, Which we 


receiv*d from our Anceſtors, if 


8 f pes 


it all in Sbotkifuf Obſcurity. 
Hence it is, that he Who reads 
Hiſtory, often difceras in the 
longeſt tract of Time, no mot 

the Monuments of our Se 

than the Track of a Sfüp paſſing 
thro* the Ocean. But you may 


perhaps ſay, From what ſhoultt 


D 3 you 
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Fer to Glory? From 
what to Immortal Fame? Do 
you expect this from your Lei- 
Jure? Why not? But then ] 
wou'd be underſtood to mean 
Leiſure heighten'd with the 
Luſtre of good, and wholſome 
Literatufe;, for we arg to de- 
rive our Reputation not from 

rms but the Gonn. Whentrue 
Philoſophy -has. ſeated. it felf in 
the get of. Fig Underſtand- 
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Things? And . whereas it is the 
. N e than the Happineſs 
all Men, to aVOur. 

den ee ion, of pr pur great Ori- 
ginal 1 h there is none 
t have Kala) we muſt 

— — to make his Ima ho 
is the Light, and the iche Nah, 35 
ly. ing brighter, ig Gür 


* 1 confeſs does this 


moſt compleatly'; yet methinks 


they ſeem not 81 have 54 00 


enough. to its Majeſty , ..w 
vou d depriye it of iD adler Ro 
e e as other Sciences 
7 mth Ra Net Me 
20 K into the Volume o or turs 
Things, Wha does oat 8 
how the Parts, of, both, 
e ee among t Elves 


with a beautiful Harmony * 
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e 
How much Help and Light does 
one afford the other? Nor does 
it much affect me, that ſome 
have thought ſo narrowly and 
meanly of this Frame of the 
World, as to fuppoſe it was the 
Product of a fortuitous Con- 
courfe of Atoms? Whether it 
ſtruggled from a blended Chaos 
and Confufian into Form? or 

that ſome Bodies have a Hea- 

'venly, others an Earthly Na. 

ture? Whether the Copernican 

or Prolemaic Syſteme be true? 

Whether the Sun ſets in the « 

Ocean according to the vulgar |} * 

A 8 or goes an eternal 1! 

Round, without coming to the | 

enck of his Journey? Whether . 
the Earth be of a Globular or I V 

Oval Figure? If the ommon I} : 

Reproach made to us were true, 

it wod'd-make us di ſa ppoint᷑ aud 

make void the End of our Cre- 
ator's placing us in this T Ar 
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of the World, which was to 
know and magnify his wonder- 
ful and. beauteous Works. For 
Nature was not ſuch à Step» 
mother to us, that ſhe wow'd 
forbid us the fight of her; elſe 
why wou'd ſhe plant in all our 
Species that unſatisfied Deſire 
of Knowledge? Why did ſhe 
give us an erected Stature, and 
not a Countenance like other 
Animals prone to the Earth, hut 
that ſhe defign'd, that weſhou'd 
lift up our Minds and Eyes to the 
Contemplation of Her? Wich- 
out this we ſhou'd be meer 
Stocks, inanimate Beings, and 
not of Human kind; Strangers, 
not Inhabitants of this Worlds 
if we cou'd not raiſe our Minds 
with the Divine Love to ſuch 
Beautiful and Glorious Things, 
in which the Majelty of the 
Eternal God ſhin:s out with fo 
amazing a Luſtre, Nor muſt 
. 


(80 
we imagine, that we have done 
our Duty, if we give Things of 
ſo great Im ce ſometimes 
only a tranſient Look: For fo 
we view em not to know them, 
Tince it wou'd diſcover our want 
of Deſire to know them more in- 
zimgtely. 2 i 2 or 
There is no Object of the Eye 
more admirable than Man, no- 
thing more beautiful than the 
Dwelling of the Soul. But how 
little of that Beauty is diſcover d, 
or to be judg'd of by the out- 
ward Form? How ought we 
to bluſh at thoſe excellent 
— — of the Heathens, in 
which, while they curiouſly look 
into Nature, and by that ap- 
proach nearer to the firſt Cauſe 
of All things, even they fre- 
quently ſing the Praiſes of the 

high Omnifit Workman. -/ 
Again, as often as we peruſe 
the Holy Scriptures, who * 
| eny 
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97 7800, 0 which” WE Ought duly 

ts obſerve appear in a more 
inent Manner. - And. fince 

S; ſe, Uni 17 75 cannot al out 
Hh Age f one Man, Nature 


Rae from All. _ 
Re .may perhaps. here ob- 
| 15 "that. this Wie to recom- 
mend J Monaſtie Life, or to 
make our Whole Duty to conſiſt 
of 8 1 0 But Reaſon 
Kemis req ire, that we firlt 
Wk ig Our ſelves, that is, as to 
what concerns our own Ha ppi- 
neſs, "and then to our Neigh- 
pour: For he will never have 
17155 to attend on others, who 
Was never at leiſure to attend 
off Himſelf. Nor will he ever 
help another in Counſel or . 
who cannot help himſelſ. 


You wilt he pretend to Civit 
Con- 


to require the ſtud dy of 


„ A vo, 
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Converſation who. is a ſtranger 
at home.  Wou'd it not be the 
laſt degree of Raſhneſs, to pre- 
tend to build the whole Oeco- 
nomy of. the Moral Virtues on 
Ignorance or the Vulgar Opini- 

ons; Since it never was ye 
done by any Man, who, was 155 
furniſh'd with great and foli 
Learning? For it is that which 
prepares, diſpofes, and makes 
us capable of doing well; and 
raiſes our Minds to Great and 

Noble Attempts.” 
Again, Nothing can be more 
proper for the "Thoughts 'of a 
Virtuous Maid, nothing more 
neceſſary, than to be able to diſ- 
cern what is Baſe, and what 
Honourable ,; what Hurtful , 
and what. Innocent; what is 
Decent, what Indecent. But 
how great a Knowledg of 


Things, what Penetration and 


Addreſs, in Judgment, is ne- 
+16 py ceſſary 


(62) 
ceſſary to do this? Since there: 
fore wo. cannot by Thftin” ard 
without Study, arrive at Learn; 
ing and the Knowledge of theſe 
Affairs, we muſt have Recourſe 
to Hiſtory, to dreſs the Mind as 
it were in a Glaſs, ordering the 
Life after the Example of others, 
Eſpecially we Women, who 
when any Blemiſh has faln on 
us, tho”; by a groundleſs Suſpi- 
con, can never be again recon- 
il'd to Reputation. Maids , 
t ereſore, ought not only to 
avoid Evils aſter they have 
flown in upon us, but ought 
to make it their Principal Care 


way 
* 


to prevent them ever coming 
near them. „ 

Io paſs over all other Arts 
and Sciences, which like Hand- 
Maids will naturally follow this 
their Queen and Leader ; I muſt 
ſay a Wordjof Studying many 
Languages, I mean nor for O- 
. 


(639 
ention, but for Liſe. Becauſe 
ongues are the Preſervers and 
Interpreters of all thoſe Things, 
which wiſe Antiquity has be- 
queathed to us as the moſt va- 
luable Legacy; which when it 
ſpeaks to us in its own Speech, 
leaves a genuine Image of it ſelf 
in our Mind, and has a won» 
derful Grace in the Diction, 


which ſcarce any Tranſlation 


can ever come up to. 1 47 

But that I may make an end, 
I will here produce one Exam- 
ple of the Incomparable Prin- 
ceſs, the Lady Jane Grey, whoſe 
Equal, no Age nor Nation will 
ever afford. A Horentine, who 
fully and Pathetically deſcribes 


the Hiſtory of her Life and 


Death, in that Conference ſhe 
had with Hechnam, the Meſſen- 


ger of her approaching Death, 


s obſerv'd theſe things among 


others, that ſhe deſpiſing the 


Sitts 


OH” .A__ 
Gifts of Nobility of Blood, 
Beauty of Perſon, and a Flou- 
riſhing Youth ; ſhe declar'd 
with great Courage, that no- 

thing in her whole Life was fo 
agreeable to her, as that ſhe had 

the Knowledge of the Three 
Learned Tongues (as they call 

them) eſpecially in the Hebrew, 
Which let her nearer into the 
Sacred Repoſitory of Truth. 
If this Example may be of any 
Force, I hope I need not repent 
the Time 'I have ſpent, or ſhall 
yet employ in ſuch Studies, as 
bring with them their own 
Reward. © Nor, Sir, would 1 
ha ve you imagine, that this or 
any other Learning I might at- 
tain, wou'd make me Slight or 
Contemn my Husband, ſhou'd 
Jever alter my Condition, my 
Knowledge informs my Duty 
better ; but this indeed I ſhou'd 
do, I Wou'd take care to make 
442 ſuch 
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ſuch a choice of Merit, that 
there wou'd be no room for me 
to deſpiſe or diſreſpect it here- 
aſter» (40090307 nah 077 

Eamathia being ſilent, the 
whole Company declar'd their 
infinite Satisfaction in her ad- 
mirable Diſcourſe. Jam far (faid 
the charming Lady of the Houſe) 
from thinking theſe admirable 
Qualifications diſagreeable in a 
Woman, the general Regard 

m 


us all to this Lady, is a Proof of 
their Excellence; nay, I am of 
Opinion, that if many of our 
Ladies (I ſpeak of thoſe, whoſe 
Fortunes raiſe them "above the 
Anxious Care of Houſhold A- 
fairs) Would employ the many 
Leiſure Hours, which lie heavily 
on their Hands, or elſe are 
worſe empley'd in Trifles, in 
the Improvement of their Minds 
in a good Taſte of Things and 
AHA. Books, 
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Books, ſuch, I mean, as fall 
within the compaſsof our own 
Language, Arts wou'd find 
more Encouragement, and Pre- 
zender to them much leſs. 

But ſince theſe are things more 
i; be Wiſh'd, than Expected in 
this Age; I fancy the Enquiry 
would not be unentertaining, 
i We 7 AO: What: 1s 
the: moſt engaging Quality or 
Ferſection * can have, to 
ſoeure the Heart of her Hus- 
band; for Marriage is a State, 
I perſuade my ſelf, none here 
has abſolutely rejected. 
Ibe Prapoſition was receiy'd 
| wich a great deal of Satisfaction, 
and every one began to deliver 
her Opinion; for this Queſtion 
muſt | wo decided by; he, Ladies 
only, as being theix proper 
Cauſe and; Concera. Clone 
declar d for BEAUTY, Aucli- 
noie ont WIT, Eamathis for 
Acc LEARN- 


9 
LEARNING, Phbilophroſyne 
for GOOD HUMOUR, and 
Pronima for DISCRETION. 

But ſinee they cou'd not all 
agree in the ſame Quality, it 
was declar'd neceſſary, that each 
Lady ſhould lay down her Rea - 


ſons for what ſhe had choſen, 


ſo that Calona was to begin, 


as ſhe did in this manner. 


% 
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"Sexes, 400 then declare what 
it is, that ſtrikes the .Young or 
the Old, but Beauty ; or at leaſt 
no Quality does it without Beau- 
ty; but Beauty, often without 
any other Perfection. I fpeak of 
the generality of Mankind, for 
the Caprices of àa Few, are of 
no conſequence in a at Ar- 
ument. Wit, may, in Delia, 
ave. ſurpriz'd Poly ol into Ma- 
ide but her Impertinence 
fon extinguiſh'd that Paſſion 
which her Wit had rais'd. The 
Senſes have too great a ſhare 
in our Affections, to let them 


be of any = continuanc c 


where they 5 their G1 fal 
fication. Y Ein not but when 
We are all Soul, the Beauty of 
the Mind may be ſtrongeſt; 

but as lon og as Men are ſo Much 
imnmers'd in Matter, and ſolittle 


inform'd by Spiritual Notions, 
Beauty 
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Beauty, - the an of the 
Body, muſt prevail. That Bribes 
the Judgment, and gives ſuch a 
turn to all the Fair one ſays, 
75 the moſt Common Expreſ. 

on contains more Eloquence, 

than all our Orators or Poets 
were ever Maſters of. 
Nature has given a Sovereign - 
0 to Beauty, that Commands 
the Eyes and the Hearts of all 
that view it. Let but Beauty 
appear in the Mal, the Ring, 
the Theatre, or the Church, all 
Looks are caſt on it; the Souls of 
all Beholders dart out of their 
Eyes; and their Deſires are ill 
conceal'd by the moſt Cautious. 
Wit may raiſe the Curioſity, 
but Beauty only the Wiſhes of 
the Young and Old. Good 
Humour and Diſcretion ' may, 
make an inſipid Life to be borne, 
but Beauty alone, can give it 
TSR. 014 aan. 
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thoſe fierce: Motions, that i im: 
part a Pleaſure more, than com- 
mon. Was ever Suing or Com. 
mardin Beauty deny 


That makes him approach the 


Fair one as ſome Deity that 


has the Power of Liſe and Death, 


of Miſery or Happineſs? Was 
it the Wit or Beauty of Heſter 
that ſubdu'd the Heart of 40. 
ſurrus ? Was it the Wit or Beau? 


o of Thais, 1 5 made Ale xan- 


doat on her ſo far as to ſet 
Peoſepolis on Fire? Did not the 


Wiſe Antients declare the Power 


of Beauty, when they made 
Paris chuſe the moſt Beautiful 
Woman of her Age before 


Power or Wiſdom? 


The Grave Judges of tlie 


moſt Polite People that the 


World 


d of diſ. 
obe yd? asd any Wag but 
Beauty: ve that Air, that trems 
bling Deference to the Lover? 
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World ever knew, and who 
poliſhed indeed all the reſt of 
Mankind in a Public Court of 
ſudicature, own'd the Power 
of woes nl a moſt remarkable 
degree. I have read ſomewhere 
this Story of PM ˙ine an Ht hiniaw 
Courtizan ; ſhe was acèus d be- 
fore the Judges of that Famous 
City, and in ſpight of all her 
Advocates could ſay for her, 
Condemmation, when 
one of her Pleaders, knowin 
well the Power of Beauty, too 
off her Veil, which till this had 
hid her Faces and ſaid, Condemn 
her if you can, The Judges, Old 
as they were,;-on the Sight of 
ſuch PerfeCtions,. acquitted the 
Criminal, which produc'd a Law, 
that the Face of the Accus'd, 
ſhould never more be ſeen in a 
Court of Judicatifg, Ta 


But 
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But to confirm my Poſition, I 
ſhall give you a Relation of 
the wonderful Power of Beauty in 
Cleomira, and that of later date, 
as happening in our Time, and 
then leave you to decide in the 
Cauſe of Beauty, as, you ſhall 


Call ona's 
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Wee, Was * of 1 mean 

4 Parentage, that i is, a Far- 
mer's Daughter in the North 
Parts of Wiltſhire... But Nature, 
to make-amends for the Iniqui- 
ty of her Fortune, had given 
her all the Perfections of Beauty, 
and Shape that Woman is ca- 
pable of. Her Stature . was 
Middle. Siz'd her Face Oval, 
her Forehead Open and Full, 
her Bye- brows Black, and ſa 


fine, as if they had been drawn 


with the exacteſt Pencil; her 
Eyes, Large and Hazle, which 
caſt a Languiſhing Regard ; her 


Noſe * the Grecian Ve nus; her 
1 Laws 


Checks 
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Cheecks adorn'd with a Lively 
Vermillion ; her Mouth Small; 
Her Lips Ruddy; her Teeth like 
Pearls, Even ph Small; her 
Neck juſtly proportion d; her 
Cheſt Full; her Breaſts Round 
and Firm; her Skin Whiter 
than Snow, only mixt with an 
agreeable Warmth; her Waſte 
Long and Slender; her Arms 
neatly turn'd; her Fingers Ta- 
per; her Foot Small; and in 
ß there was nothing want. 
2 _ her the compleat- 
y the Sun ever ſhone 


| 

| 

| 

* f 
Wen 
'HerFatherand MotherDying, 
L 

t 

t 


left her very young tothe Cate of 
anAunt, whoLov'd her as her 
own ; but this made her an 


_Jore toherChild ren, and render'd 


our young Heroine too uneaſy to 
ſtay in the Country with fler c 
Relations, where all her Perfecti- R 
ons were loſt ; ſhe therefore re- 


ſolv'd 
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ſoly'd to try her Fortune in 
London, promiſing herſelf, at 
leaſt, more Eaſe and Satisfacti- 
on, under the Roof of Stran- 
gers, than where her very Re» 
lation gave her a daily diſquiet. 

She had in London, A Couſin 
married to a Gentleman of 4 
Good Family, and a tolerable 
Eſtate, who was her Godmo- 
ther, ſo that ſhe doubted not 
but this double tie, wou'd, at 
leaft, prefer her to a Service in 
ſome Perfon of Qualities Family. 
But Fortune deſign'd not yet to 
look ſo favourably on her De- 
fires. for when ſhe was come 
up with the Carrier, News was 
brought her to the Ina, that 
there was no Convenience for 
her at her Couſin's Houſe, and 
that ſhe muſt take Care for her- 
ſelf, only with this Aſſurance, 
that her Husband would give 
her a Character, when ſhe had 
found out a Place, E 2 Cleg- 
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¶Ceumira; not at all diſheart- 
en'd by ſo unlucky a Welcome 
to Town, applied herſelf to a 
nominal Relation, who was a 
Seryant in- a Citizen's Family, 
and: by her means, got to be 
Chanſber maid, to a Surgeon 
of Notes Wife, and grew ſo 
much into Credit in the Family, 
that all the Plate was truſted to 
her Cuſtody; but from this 
Truſt, more Diſquiets aroſe to 
gur Heroine, for a Silver Spoon 
being loſt, ſhe was forc d to pay 
for it, and to loſe her Place. 
—Succeeding ſo ill in Service, 
ſhe. reſolv'd on ſetting up a 
School, to teach Young Chil - 
dren to Read and Work; for 
ſhe was a great Proficient in 
Þoth. She choſe the Wicked 
End of the Town, to ſet up 
this Employment, where her 
Beauty ſoon got her Admirers, 
and among the reſt, that of 
el ä Siceace 


. 
Siceace'a Sharper, tho? of a Cen. 
tleman's Family. By whoſe 
Importunitics, . won to 
ſurrender her Modeſty, which 
ought to be moſt dear to all 
Womankind.. A DINE 2s. 
Buſineſs calling this young 
Spark out of Town, ſhe was, 
by the Inlinuations of ſome of 
her own Sex, won to receive 
for a Gallant, one Van Straatſinan, 
who adorn'd her with all the 
fineſt Cloaths Money cou d pro- 
cure for her, and liv'd with her 
in a perfect Content for ſome 
Months; but his Buſineſs calling 
him into his own Country, he 
prevail'd with Cleomira to go 
with him; ſo all her Equipage 
was ſent a Shipboard, and then 
ſhe went down to Graves-Exd 
ina Boat, in Order to paſs into 
Holland. But this. Ungrateful 
Forreigner perſwades her, that 
the Ship wou d not ſet Sail till the 
E 3 next 


(73) 
next Tide, leaves her a ſhore, 
and getting into the Ship, Sails 
away with all her Cargo, ex- 
cept ſuch Travelling Cloatlis as 
the had on 

She heard, too late, that the 
Ship was Sail'd, hires a Boat to 
£0 after it, but all in vain; ſhe 
is forc'd to return to Graves. End, 
and thence to make the beſt of 
her Way to London, at Leiſure 
to repent of her Credulity, and 
full of Reſolutions to be more 
cautious for the future, 

It was one Summer Evening, 
when ſhe was walking in the 
Park, that Lindamour, a Gen- 
tleman of a plentiful Fortune, 
and abundance of Senſe, but a 
Man the moſt ſenſible of any 
Man, of the Power of Beauty, 
law her there, tell into diſcourſe 
with her, and every Word en- 
creas'd that Paſhon, which the 
firſt Glance of her Eyes had 
given his Heart. Cleo- 


(79) | 
Cleomira had now learn'd the 
Art of engaging a Lover, and 
therefore wou'd not let him 
have too ous Converſation, 


or the Satisfaction of perſuading, 
himſelf, that he had any Rea- 
ſon to'-bbaſt of gaining much 
by this firſt Interview. All 
he cow?d obtain, was a Promiſe 
to be in the Park again in a few 
Days; on condition, that he 
wou'd not follow her that Night, 
nor endea vour to know more 
of her, than ſhe thought fit to 
permit him. a 15 46 
Lindamaur miſs d not a Day, 
but ſpent his whole time in the 
Park, from Three to Nine at 
Night, in hopes once more to 
ſee this unknown Charmer, 
whom he found abſolute Mi- 
ſtreſs of his Soul. Weeks lie 
had attended in vain, and be- 
gan now to deſpair of her keep- 
ing her Word, accuſing his 
EX. © © own 
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own Stupidity, for not purſuing 
her to her Lodging when it was 
in his Power; ſhe certainly 
(ſaid he to himſelf) look'd on 
me, as a Man not at all defirous 
of a farther Acquaintance, to 
obey a Command, which Love 
| ought to have broken. As he 
was full of theſe Thoughts, he 
was got out of the Part into 
| Spring-Garden, when he heard 
a Lady cry out at the Rudeneſs 
| of a Fellow, that wou'd needs 
force himſelf on her, and treat- 
ed her very abuſively, for refu- 
ling his profferid Civility. 
Lindamour, Who was always 
ready to aſſiſt the Diſtreſſed of 
our Sex, comes up to him, and 
| interpoſes on her behalf; but 
| . "was infinitely aſtoniſh'd to find 
it was his beloved Cleomirs 
Who wanted his Aſſiſtance. If 
Generoſity had engag'd him in 
Her Quarrel as. a Woman, the 
0 * i ſight 
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ſight of her Charms, ſet him 
all on Fire, and the Ruffian 
had there plac'd his Laſt Inſo- 
lence to the Sex, had he not 
ſhown a fair pair of Heels as 
ſoon as Lindamour had drawn 
his Sword in order to chaſtiſe 
him. But not to loſe the pur- 
chafe of his Labour, he gave 
the Mobb Half a Piece, to pur- 
{ue him and Puniſh him accord- 
ing to his Deſerts, whilſt he 
went into the Park after the 
Lady, who made all the haſte 

{he cou d from the Broil. 
In the Mall he ſoon ovestook 
her, not yet. got free trom! her 
Fright, winch he ſtrove; to re. 
move, by aſſuring her, that he was 
ready with his Lite and Fortune 
to defend her, not only againſt 
that pitytul Bravo, but againſt 
all the World that durſt attempt 
to diſturb her, She in a little 
Time grew more Calm, and 
E 5 manag'd 


(82) 
manag'd her Eyes in ſuch a 
manner, as toengage the Heart 
of Lindamour, without any dif- 
covery of Deſign, attributing 


all her Civilities to him, to a 
generous Acknowledgment of 
the timely Service he had done 
her. He accus'd her of Breach 
of Promiſe, in not coming again 
to that place, as ſhe had giyen 
him hopes ſhe wou'd; and let 
her know, that it had been his 
conſtant place of Contemplation 
every day ſince he ſaw her there. 
She pleaded, that taking his 
Words for Gallantry, of Courſe, 
Me had not the Vanity to think 
Me cou'd have given him ſuch 
Concern for her Abſence. He 
reſs'd his Love, with ſuch Ar- 
our and Devout Sincerity, that 
 Witha Deep Sigh ſhe faid, Alas! 
Sir, you know not to whom 
you make theſe Addreſſes ; to 
he moſt Unfortunate of Women, 

| he” yet 
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Boſom heaving with Sighs, 


are a Man of Fortune, 1 


(85) 


pet to ont that, notwithſtand- 


her N isfortunes, will never 
fink ſo low, as to admit of a 


diſhonourable Lover; Potuns . 


may perhaps make me Wretched, 
but never ſhall make me Guilty. 
With this ſhe let fall a -pleatitul 
Shower of Pearly Tears, Which 
by. a charming Sorrow, her” 


15 45 her Beauties, Which 
re but too ſtrong. before for 
the too Amiorous Lindamoar 
who added Oath to Oatli, =? # 
Aﬀeveration to Aſſeveration, 
That as his Love was the great-- 
eſt that Human Heart was ca- 
pable of, ſo it was too full of 
Honour and Reſpect to her, to 
entertain the leaſt Criminal 
Imagination. 


Alas! Sir, ſaid ſhe, if yon 


am not fit for you, who have- 
nothing left me by Chance 7 4 | 


the Death of a Dear-Husband, 
but the Charity of Friends; and 


if you have no Fortune, to liſten 
to you, will but encreaſe my 


Miſery, by involving another, 
for his Regard to me, in Hard- 
mips, that can have no end 
but with Life. l 
Lou are, of your ſelf Madam, 
an infinite Treaſure, and wor- 
thy of more than I can pretend 
to, yet if a Thouſand Pounds a 
Year clear Eftate, and Ten 
Thouſand Pounds in Money, 
will make you Eaſy and Happy, 
join d with a Man that doats 


on you to Madneſs, I here aſſure 
you, I will make you Miſtreſs 


of it to Morrow, if you but 
conſent. 3 | 
Cleomira, tho' infinitely pleas'd 
with this Advantage, was yet 
too prudent to be eaſily won, 
_ many difficulties, ſhe 
promis d him in a fe days, x. 
8 et 
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kt him know where he might”. 


wait upon her, which ſne con- 


frm'd with the | Allowance of 
him to raviſh a Kiſs, which ſo 
diſabled him of Strength, that 
ſhe got from him, without his 
being able to purfue her. 

In a day or two ſhe appointed 
the Park again, where all for- 


mer Aſſurances were renewed, 


4 


and ſhe amus'd him with a 
ſtory of her being a Widow, 
That her Husband dy'd at Sea 
in leſs than half a year after 
their Marriage; which ſtory 
ſhe ſer off with ſo many mi- 


nute Circumſtances, that a Man 


leſs in Love than our Lindamour 
wou'd have believ'd her. Now 
ſhe gave him a Direction were 
to meet her at a handſome 
Houſe in "E oe kt. Garden, the 
People were C reditable, anck 
knowing nothing of her Fore 


tune, had the higheſt Opinions 


of her Virtue. Thus 


— — — —¼ v 


Thus this Amour went on 
walking one day with her in 
Spring-Garden (for they had 
agreed to be Married in three 
days after) Bellmour, a Friend 
of Lindamour s, met him there 
aceidentally, and having ap- 
pointed to meet in the Evening 
| to drink a Bottle he fhuM'd him 
off, impatient to have any one 
| ſhare in the Pleaſure of her Con- 
verſation. ; I 
Bellmour had been a Gentle- 
man a little ſubject to Gaming, 
which had thrown him into the 
Acquaintance of ſeveral Sharpers, 
and among the reſt, of Siceace, 
who had formerly introduc'd 
him into the Company of our 
Cleomira, whom it was impoſſi- 
ble for any man to forget who 


bad once but beheld her. 
Theſe two meeting at the 
Tavern, Bellmour was prailing 
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the Beauty of the Lady he had 
feen with him at Spring- Garden. 
This was enough to ſet Linda- 
mour à raving with all the Ex- 
taſie of a Lover, which er. his 
Friend ſome Alarm, eſpecially 
when he found that he refolv'd 
to make her his Wife. > 
You may come cheaper at her 
Favours I can affure you ( faid 
Bellmour) which indeed I never 
attempted, unwilling to come 
after ſuch a Scoundrel as Siceace, 
on whom ſhe beſtowꝰd the firſt 
ſhe gave any Man, and ſo be- 
gan to recount all you have 
heard, which he had from the 
mouth of the Ingrate, who De- 
boch'd her. 
Lindamour was Thunder- 
ſtruck with this Relation, but 
wou'd by no means agree that 
this was the ſame Woman, the? 
he confeſs' d at the ſame Time, 
that all he knew of her was 
from 


(88) 
from herown Account. Belmar 
was poſitive, and Lindamoar 

rew ſo warm, that a Quarrel 
had enſu'd, but that the former 
told him, Let us not quarrel, 
make you a juſt enquiry, and if 
ſhe be not the Woman, I'II 
make her and you all the Ho- 
nourable Amends you ſhall re- 
quire. It my Zeal for your Re- 
putation and. Happineſs have 
made me ſay more than pleaſes, 
let not that which merits your 
Thanks, draw down your An- 
er. TX 5400 
3 More Company coming in, the 
Diſcourſe was at an End, but 
Lindamour was ſilent all the 
Night after. A ſettled Melan; 
cholly had ſeal'd his Lips, and 
ſo taken, up with his Thoughts, 
that he minded not when Bellmour 
left the Company, of whom he 
had reſolv'd ro enquire all he 
cou'd tell him: However 45 
s- 
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determin'd to take him with 
him the next day, when he went 
to viſit Cleomira, to undeceive 
either him or himſelf, which he 
accordingly: did. 
When Lindamour came in, Cle- 
mira Was ſurpria'd to ſee him 
bring another with him, whor 
ſhe had little memory of, tho? 
SRO thought ſhe 5 d ſeen 
im ſome where before the trans 
ſient view the Night before at 
Spring · Garden 
Madam (aid. Lindamour d] I 
hope I ſhall not diſpleaſe you in 
bringing an old Friend to pa7 
you a Viſit, This beginning ad- 
ded to the ſurprize of Cleomira, 
and made her double the amia- 
ble Red of her Face with fre- 
quent Bluſhes and Shame. If 
the Gentleman be your Friend 
(faid ſhe). he's 2:4 la but 
as for his being my old Acquain- 
tance, : 1 profeſs it 18 ſo old — 


rl 
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T have quite forgot that erer 
fiw him before the laſt Night; 
Alas! Madam, faid Bellmour, 
Mr. Siceace and Thave had theo- 
nour to Sup with you more than 
once at the Roſe-Jadern: Whoſe. 
Happineſs I cowd not chuſe but 
envy, in poſſeſſing a Lady wor- 
thy a Prince's Arms. 

Cleomira rene wed her Bluſkes, 
and yet redned more with indig 
nation. Eindamour, I deferve 
this Treatment for admitting 
your Addreſſes; yet it is not 
ke a Man of Honour to bring 
oe to ye #7 in my on 
E elite H to 
- RO ut for ra Pert never 
ee me again, fo little fond 
th of thoſs Honours you De- 
fignd me. Lindamoat dead 
with the Everity of her Looks 
and her Words, wowd needs 


have made an Apology, but all 


in vain; for catching up her 
* Hood 
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Hood and Scarff ſhe flew out of 
the Hou ne a rswith 
all the utmoſt ſpeed, getti 

into a Hackney Coach — 
ſtood at the Door, ſhe drove a- 
way, and left the two Friends 

to themes 
Lindamour knew not his own 
Weakneſs, but now found, that 
let his Miſtreſs be worſe than 
Bellmour had made her, he cou'd 
not live without ber. This 
rais'd his Indignation againſt his 
Friend, which riſing to Words a 
Rencounter enſu'd, in which 
Lindamonur had feveral Wounds, 
and Bellmour not a few, Being 
arted , both were convey'd 
ome and frequently Dreſs d, 
before there was any certainty of 
either of their Lives. Bellmour's 
Wounds were lets Dangerous 
and ſooner Cur'd, and there. 
tore came to Viſit his Friend, · in 
hopes that now he had worn LOS 
| at 
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| . 
that Rage which his Folly had 
made him commit; but Linda- 
mour wou'd not ſee him, but 
ſent him Word, That # he de- 
fir d his Life or his own, they two 
fhowd- be as great Strangers from 
that day, as if they bad never been 
acquainted, OO . 
_ Cleomira coming home in the 
Evening, heard the Event of 
that interview with 8a ſecret ſa- 
tis faction, as being an Aſſurance 
that ſhe ſtill held her Empire 
over Lindamour's Heart, who 
daily ſent to enquire after her, 
and ſolicit a Viſit from her. In- 
ſtead of which ſhe removed 
from her Lodging the day he 
had ſent to let her know he in- 


tended to wait upon her; but 


ſo, that ſhe contriv'd the place 
that ſhe. went to, - ſhou?d be 
found out by him on a diligent 
enquiry. rei 

| 1 
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Lindamour was gow perfectly 
recover*d of his Wounds, but his 
Love grew more violent, ſo ha- 
ving at laſt found out his Cleomire 
again, he found her at home, but 
as much out of Humour in Aps, 

rance, as when he laſt aw. 
fs With what Aſſurance, 


ſaid ſhe, can you come into the 


Preſence of a Woman, whom 
you have ſo, baſely Affronted? 
Do you think it is ſufficient to, 
fatisfy, my Honour that the Blaſ-, 
phemer of it lives and. triumphs, 
in his Villany ? He ſhall not live 


«© 444 


perhaps I am that unhappy Man 


* —— 
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man whoſe Touth and want of 
Experience has betray*d me to 

a Credulity injurious to my 
Honour: And it is a Happi- 
ll | neſs for you, that you have 
made this Diſcovery ; you 
1 may prevent the taking to 
5 your Arms, a Perſon that 
"8 cannot bring all that Purity to 
1 them ſhe wiſhes ſhe cou'd. Be 
if therefore * to your felf, pity 

| me, and fee me no more; leave 
Wl me to that miſerable Fortune 
0 i you found me in, and as for thoſe 


| Generous Preſents you have 
| — 3 I will inſtantly reſtore 
| _—w | e 
* She uttet d this with ſo ir- 
8 reſiſtable a Grace, and with 


ſuch a Langviſhing Sorrow, 
that Lindamagry cou d not bear 
| it without crying. out, O Cleo- 
1 mira be what or Wo thou 


| wilt, bz but mine, and only 


[/ mine for the Future, 1 will 
i PET | Marry 


— 
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Marry thes this Moment, and 
put it W Power, to make 
me the moſt Happy or Miſe- 


rable of Men. No, no, ( {aid 


Cleamira) 1 have a happineſs 
and a perpetual. Jea- 


ſhe, at laſt, yielded to Marry 

him; na, for his \ Quiet, A* 
greed to go live in the Coun - 
try, as they did for a Whole 
Year, when ſnhe grew weary 
of the Retirement, and finding 
her Abſolute Poπν e over him ra- 
ther encreaſe than diminiſh, ſhe 
ſoon prevail d with him to come 
to Town, and take a Houle in 


"FO 
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Red. Lion Square, which being 
nobly age 14520 ſhe! gave her. 
ſelf up to enjoy all che Pleaſures 
the Town cou'd afford to the 
Voung and the Fair, Plays, 
Opera's, Conſorts of Muſick; 


the Ring, che Mall, Viffing 


Days, and Gaming 
Her Beauty cow'd. not want 
Admirers, and her Gayety 
cou not be ſo much upan 
the Reſerve, as to give che In- 
dulgent Lindamour no Diſquięts. 
As her Pleaſures encreas'd, bis 
Jealouſies did ſo alſo; but he 
never checkꝰd her Diſorders, but 
her Beauty put him to Silence, 
and made him ask pardon for 
her Offences. Let the Pre: 
ſumptions be ever ſo/ ſtrong, 


her Charms were ſtronger; and 


whatever Pains he feltg] they 
were at laſt: ſmother'dcin; his 
Boſom ; and plainly: diſcoyer'd, 
that Jealouſy was too, weak for 


Beau ty. Bean- 


* 
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Beuag ard was à very hand: 
ſome Young Fellow, and ſo 
thought All the Ladies, Who 
aw him; be had, beſides; a 
a pretty a zreeable Impertinence, 
which takes with too ma Sa 
our Sex. Among all the 
queſts he had m 725 none pleas d 
kim ſo well a "that over Clegs 
mira, whoſe Help! he was en 
tirely Maſter of; nay, the A- 
mour was come to that .heig 
that ſhe took little Care to co 
ceal the Critnimal effècts of i 
Lindamour had' thoſe, that in 
form'd him of his Diſgrace, 
which yet he durſt not reſent, 
1 ſome more ſubſtantial 

roots; than idle eports: C 
mira's Confident: + 28 therefore 
corrupted- to berray her to her 
Husba 0d, when” in the Em- 
braces d. her Galant. But 
Lintkmoitr was unwilling, even 
theo to be: cenvinod zof' her 

F Fal {hood ; 
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ned FS. preſs'd on by 


medling ,"* <4 when. . he 
was thought abſent, he was 
admitted to his own Apartment, 
when Beaugard and ſhe. were in 
his Bed, Which whilſt Linds- 
2104r: Was approaching, Bean ard 
gets put of, and from aWindaw, 
Which happen d to be on the 
inſide the Bed, leapt into an 
adjacent Yard, and. 1 uro? much 
hazard, made his, Eſcape, lea- 
ving his Cloaths behind bim. Fa 
(leomira, immediately ſtart 
from the Bed, diſcovering Tea 
Thouſand Charms; — Lin 
damour, I —— it, ſtill tho 
moſt Ingrateful o f Womankind 
and with that runa little aa 
the Point of his Sword, Which 
making a ſmall Fleſh- Wound, 
the Blood run trickling down; 
Me fell backwards, and he into 
a Su oon at What he had done; 


coming to himſelf, We 
al 
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faid he, born for my Deſtruction, 
Live! Live and Repegt-this. 
Injury to the moſt Doating 
Husbands. He immediatel Yeo * 
for a Surgeon, and had her 
Wound dreſs'd; but ſoon took 
his Bed himſelf, and pin'd « every. 
day away. But ſhe, as if he- 
come a new Creature, was the 
moſt aſſiduous about him of all 
his Family, wou'd neuer ſtir 
out of the Room aj nor. 
Day till Lindamour Di who, 
charm'd with her even in Death, 
left her his - whole Eſtate for 
her Life, and was Buried very 
ſumptuoully at the Widow's 


Expence ; ſhe placi 5 8 
ment over him, with the moſt 


tender Epitaph, that the moſt 
Virtuous Wite cou'd have its 
vented. 

Thus 1 think it is apparent, 
that a Woman can have no 
Qualifications of more Conſe- 

F 2 | quence 


(100 
2 than Beauty, ſince In. 
amy cou'd not deſtroy its 
Power, Jealouſy weaken i it, nor 
Adultery end it. 

The Company commended 
Cafiona's Story, and cou'd not 
ſufficiently! admire Lindamour's 
Stupidity, and Cleomiras In- 
gratitude ; and confeſs'd, if one 
Inſtance were ſufficient to prove 
her Propoſition, ſhe had Won. 
derfully ſucceeded: *' 

This Story (ſaid Anchinoia ) 
ſeems to me, rather a Proof of 
the unexampled 'Softiſhneſs of 
one Man, than of- the real and 
diſtinct Power of Beauty it ſelf. 
ind Cleomira, beſides her 
Beauty, ſeems to have been 
Miſtreſs of a great deal of Cun- 
ning and Addreſs in the manage- 
ment of the whole Affair, to 
Which, in all likely hood, ſhe 
6w'd moſt of her Suckeſs: But 
to have 3 the Effects of 
ans (ain 19 Beauty, 


n 
Beauty, Callona ſhou'd have 
found out a Lady, who had 
indeed no other Qualificatign. 
It is certain from Experignes, 
that many a Man oſ Senſe, who 
has been infinitely taken with 
the Perſon on a Converſation, 
has been entirely cur'd of a 
Paſſion ſo weakly grounded, as 
the outward Beauties of Face 


| and Perſon, oj 0 21 og 
Sir John Suckling, was a, Man 
of a great deal of Wit, and of, 
. as much Gallantry, as any of his 
f Age; he was paying a Viſit to 
1 a Counſellour, who being A- 
broad, he ſtaid with his Lady 
till his Return; when the Ser- 
vant brought Word, that the 


r 
young Northumberland, Client of 
0 


his Maſter's, was below. Sir 
John, ſaid the Lady, you are 
- an Admirer of the Fair, and 
t the Young, I do aſſure you, you 
f will ſeldom (ee one more Beau- 


( 162 ) 

— than che Lady below; if 
1 Will entertain her till m 
- ad's Return, you will 
.oblige me. Sir John accepted 
the Commiſſton, With a great 
deal *. Satisfaction, but. t 
Lady of the Houſe, was ic a 
little ſurprizd to hear | him 
coming up again in a Quarter 
Wh an Heure Swearing every 

Rep he took. How now; Sir 
John, aid ſhe, as he enter'd 
the Room, What ! tix'd fo ſoon 
of the Company of a Lady, ſo 
Beautiful and 10 Vougg! Gad 
Madam, faid he, ſhe has talk d 
me; Out [ of: heb: Hace, ſhe has 
been telling me how many 
Bggs a Popny at Newtaſtle, Cer- 
*tailly,- there is nothing ſo in- 
246lerable--2s 4 Beautiful Fool, 


I had much rather Couverſe 
with her Picture, for that wou'd 
not - contradict me, when 1 
nn fancy ſo much Beauty of 

Body 
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Body, muſt have ſome Charms 
of the Mind too; but here a 
Man of Senſe; ns no manner 
of Excuſe for looking _— 


oe aw Bop pes of _ 


like Accident, that eee to 
Viridomar a Man of Wit, whom 
the. Betiteous"Appearaace' of 
a Foo m_— gn conſtant 

n At Minne Abby for 

af 4 Teat together, and yet 
he was not able to pay her a 
ſecond Viſit after che feſt Con- 
verſation. Bat che > of: 
Sir William Eager, afid his Lady, 
will be à very evident Proof 
of my” Aſfertion, That meer 
Beauty, unleſs join'd to — — 
kein alutble . 
weakeſt Tie, 4 Woman can have 
on her Husband's Heart. 
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AR e Wag, | 
I: Shropſhire Gentleman of a 
yer ery good. Eftate; the Was ugty 
young when e it, and 
a Man of Spirit, but 
ſomething e and incon- 
an his 

endes lc a d 
Lie a — Mx, Series of Im- 
prudence, and Repentance. 
E a Gentleman's 
NPavghter; gf, the = Caugty, 
Gautys 172 very 


Of 
Weak Iatellects, her Fortune 


was not much diſproportion'd to 
his. Dining one Day at her 


Katker's » he. was infinitely 


ww 
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Charm'd with the. Daughter, 
and ſo hot in the Purſuit, that he 
ſoon made his Love kno wn, tothe: 
od Gentleman, and as  ealily 


agreed on the Conditions, Fel 
ſoon were, arid 


Abode. A Week, or Month 
paſs'd over tolerably well, but 
then ſhe grew more indifferent 
every day to him than, other, 
nor was ſhe much concern'd at 
it, as having no great Notion of 
the Endearments cf Husband 
and Wife, or aj Apprehenſion 
of the Tenderneis of Love 

His Indiffereace grew at laſt 
to Diſtaſt, and that was follow d 
by continual Uneaſineſs at home, 
which made him feck. for Plea- 
ſure abroad; fothat he became 
the moſt Amorous of other 
Mens Wives, and the moſt ne- 
gligent of his own of ay Maa in 
the Opener. iT he Olg „ 
E 5 U 


14 
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he cou'd run in purſuit of ſuch 
Pregs of the Sex, that a Man of 
any Delicacy wou'd hot be Teen 
with. Sir William told them, 
that mdeed he did once think he 
Rad marry'd a moſt Beautiful 
Lady; that many told him, ſhe 
Had the ſame Beauties ſtill; but 


106 . 
Ugly, none eſcapꝰd his Addreffes; 
itt which he grew fo abandon'd, 
that he never ſcrupled to declare 
His Amours before his Wife's 
Face. But tlie inſtpid Lump of 
eauty was inſenſible of the In. 
ſolence, and never took the 
Teaft Notice of either his or his 
Neighbours Accounts of his De- 
baucheries. TS 
His Friends condemned him 
rpetually, that Whilſt he had 
beautiful a Wife of his own, 


that truly he cou'd not diſcover 


them; Time had worn them 
away, and that ſhe a Gra 
, Row the moſt diſagreeabl 


Crea 


| es od 


92. 2 


vm Q 2 CD 


r 
2 


(107) 
ure, that he never beheld; That 
e was 4 Fool and cord: not 
therefore be, handſome: That 
ſhe was gas negligent of herſelf, 
as of him; and While ſhe had no 
care to pleaſe, it Was no wonder 
that he ſhould not like her. 
ler Friends endeavour'd to 
wake her, and to make her 
Preſs and appear Gay; hut chiat 
ſhe ſoon grew weary. of, and he 
as ſoon relapsd into his diſquiet. 
Among the reſt of her Relations 
ſhe had an old Aunt, WhO Was 
reſob/d; to try whether Jealouſis 
wou'd-reclaim | him; and He 
cou'd-nbt long want Gentlemen, 


who wou d be glad of attempt- 
ing a Satisfaction, which drew 
not. after: ĩt the: Repent 


tance of 
Mattimony. Sir John Pleaſunce 
was the Man pitch'd upon, who 
being a kind of a Relation, ſhe 
perſuaded herſelf, that he woud 
not. preſs her Weakneſs ſo far as 
{1193 o 


(ros) 
to bring tlie Amour to any thing 
Criminal. But the old Gentle 
woman was deceiv'd, ſhe Was 
tod Eaſy and tog Pretty, for 4 
Joung Gentleman to ſtop at the 
Fgeliminaries , and the Affair 
was gon too far before! the idi6 
ceover'd hier Miſtake. With all 
the Reproaches/imaginable-ſhe 
updraided Sir Jabng hb acdusd 
her n his ſide: of, bring the finſt 
mgyer of the. Intrigue. All 
ſhe, cou'd do then was to en- 
deavour ta:;.canceal the Diſ. 
grace of her Niece. But A4 Secret 
truſted to a Fool is never. like 
I to be ſo. For When Sir 
Halle was bragging at a ſull 

Table of his lewd Actions, ſhe 
Pla inly told: him, hat ſhe was 
_ even with hirn, and that as long 
as ſhe had Sir John Pleaſance at 
her Devotion, he might do 
What he plras d. Sir Wulliam, 


as yl as, r he-ſlighrediber, _ 
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ome Regard to flis Honour, and 
queſt ion di Sir John about it at 
the Table, where: he then was; 
The Knight denies it like a Man 
of Honour, and ſo heartily, that 
the Company betiev'd- it, not- 
withſtanding” Belinda s obſtinate 
perſiſting in tlie Fact. But all 
concluded that it was only to 
raiſe her Husband's Jealouſie; 
and that if it Were true, ſhe. 
wou'd never be ſo mad, as to 
make ſo public a declaration of 
q 1COL 2 3 Un: BIHVSR EGO. - 
Sir John was ſtrook with this 
ſo nearly, that he wou'd never 
after come near the Houſe, and 
all the ſilly Letters ſhe ſent were 
of no manner of Effect, but to 
make him leave the Country. 
This gave Sir Williom à little 
ſuſpicion; but it ſoon paſs d over 
by hearing no more of it. And 
his daily Controverſies with her, 
and her repeated Impertinences, 
nw | made 
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Servants; hut man 


( 220 ) 

mucle him Wiſh, that hei t 
prove ſomething of that Nature 

againſt her, that he might ſepa, 
rate from her with à ſpecious 
Pretence. Oi tit ono 10 
_ Belinda who had already been 
of. Honour to reſtrain her, ſoon 
pitch'd on one of her Husband's 
ag d it ſo ſil- 
lily, that the Reſt began tu envy 
him, and tliat brought the In- 
formation to the Maſter, Who 
ſoon having ſufficient Proof of 
the Fact, turn d her out of Doors; 
broke up Houſe-keeping, and 
went away to. London. Where 
her Friends Anſwer d his Com- 
plaints in Doctors Commons, and 
ing. Recryninations! up 
him, depriv'd him of the: Satis- 
faction of getting a Divorce. 
But being ohlig d to allow her a 
Maintenance; the grew the In- 
famy of the Country, and * 
II 8 c 
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Beauty. 


A (r) 
the Scandal of the Town, tiſt hæ· 
vlag run out his Eſtate, he made 
a miſerable end in a Priſon; and 


the ended her Days full of Con- 


tempt and Reproach; giving a 
ſufficient Proof, that meer Beau- 
ty is the moſt weak ſecurity, that 
2 Woman can have of her Hap- 


pineſs. en 


AInchimdia having ended this 


Tale, all agreed that this was 


full as great a Proof againſt what 
Callona had advanc'd, as hers 


was for it ; with this difference, 
that Cleomira was not ſo juſt an 
Inſtance as Belinda, ſince To 
had other Engaging Arts; Be. 
linda had none but her meer 


Tho this may be ſaid of Beau- 


ty, yet certainly ( reaſfum'd 


Anchinoia) there can be no ſuch 
Inſtances given of WIT, that 


is 2 Beauty of the Soul, and 
every day affords freſh Charms 


2 


(11 ) 
to eng: a ſenfible Heart. Na 
5 — indifferent Face | 
have we ſeen maintain a Tyran. 
2595 over their Adorers by Wit 


A Ri exia, whole ; is 
Kate enn 


a ur'd with the Small. Pos, 
W hoſe Shap e is of the Hoſtels 
ſize, and 5 ſcarce one Grace of 
Perſon to make her taken Notice 
of, has held a more ies 


# d&# a 


of the T own. f 

The very We of Wit, 
Where it is not in Reality, has 
done Wonders, if there be any 
thing like it to feed the Imagi- 
nation and keep up the Fancy. 
Meleſinda's Pertneſs has got her 
many Admirers, paſſing it on 
them for Wir. If therefore the 
poor ſhadow of Wit can do ſuch 
Wonders, What may we not ex- 


Peet from the Foſſeſſion of 1. 
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admirable Quality BEAUTY, 
like all Objects of the Eye, loſes 
by ua too familiar View; and 
Uſe takes from the Charms of 
the Ferlgn 1 5 much as fr rom the 
cays ;. 11 1 ſts to old Ave, ant 
reſtores that Youth whit chTime, 
has robb'd us. of; Bay, 
fay, that it eas with Next 
and, Expetiegc | ie af 

tages kbereſcke, "Hat u 
fords, muſt be the beſt Seehiity 
to a ; Ws ſince. ath can only 


ee 


Gayety 121 W 15 an 
mates. the. Conyer cation, ee 
ever it is found. LY can. 11 
N N e in 

pany.?. Or who not La 
that of Priſcilla * Che a i 


you with an agreeable Volubi- 


lity of her Tongue, alwa) s ex- 


We ; the Vier of "her 


Mind. 


2 


her perfect Stupid it. 
To talk much and ratk well, 
here it is enjoy d, it brightens 
the . The RC Aion 
between Man and Beaſt, I fan. 
ey is in nothing ſo great, as in 
being, Converſible, and in ha 
ving the-Power of Communica- 
ting our Thoughts to each o- 
ther; ſo that theſe ſilent Crea- 
tures with Human Counte- 
nances, have only that crm 
above their four-footed Brethe- 
I am not ſpeaking; againſt 
Contemplation, but that Is for 
the Claſet, not for the Vi. 
„ Dy, 
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Day; and'the Italian Proverb is 
very juſt in this Point, That, 
He's a Fool, that never Thinks, 
and he's a Fool, that. 1 always. 
Thus you find, that. I am not 
pleading for Loquacity ; but 
only a Brightneſs of Conver- 
ſation, and à lively Delivery of 
our Thoughts when we come 
into Company; and this[ think 
à very conſiderable Province of 
WHT, 

After all, the Great Wits, and 
Maſters in Writing, have faild 
in their Definitions: of this Ex- 
cellence, and -own'd their In- 
capacity of telling us what it 
is, I hope it will not be ex- 
pected, that I ſhould be more 
deciſive :1n this Point, I ſhall 
lea ve every one therefore to 
his own Notion of WIT, and 
only endeavour to prove my 
Polition by a Tale, which will 
ſhe w of how great Conſequence. - 
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it Was to the Affairs of Young 
Harriot , how many Difficul- 
ties it freed her from, and how 
it maintain'd her Empire over 
her Husband?s Heart, as long, as 
he liv'd: Which will be a ſuffi- 
cient Proof of the Security it 
muſt be to any Wife. 
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ARRIOT, was the 
Daughter of Sir Ambroſe 
Lizhtheart, + of the County of 
Wilts Baronet : Who, accord-' 
ing to the new Mode, left off 
the hearty Country Hoſpitality 
of his Anceſtors, by which they 
maintain'd a great Intereſt in 
the County; and ſettling in 
Town, Married a Lady of a 
* Family and Fortune; who 
aving been bred at Court all 
her Life, was not ſatisfied till 
Sir Ambroſe had purchas'd 4 
Place, to fix him ſo near it, 
Noll | as 


(118) 

as never to be able to carry 
her far from it; for all beyond 
the fight of the Court, was to 
er the extreameſt of Barbariſm. 
From ſuch Parents, and in 
this part of, the World, was 
our young Harriat deriv d. From 
a Child Brisk and Airy, and 
recommended by an agreeable 
Aſſurance to all ſhe convers'd 
with, As ſhe was Gay in her 
Temper, ſo ſhe always choſe 
for Companions , - thoſe, that 
were { too; the Silent and 
Sullen ſhe mortally hated, and 
tho? ſhe had generally her ſhare 
of the Diſcourſe, yet ſhe never 
wov'd Engroſs it, leaving every 
one room to ſpeak in his turn. 
She was very dextrous at Re-. 
rtee, and might be thought, 

y ſome, a little Malicious in 
her Reflections, which indeed 
Was only the Effect of her Wit; 
for it is generally obſerv'd, that 

1 thoſe 


6119). 
thoſe WhO have the largeſt ſhare 
of that, are the moſt; poinant 
in their Diſcourſe; the. moſt 
quick in diſcovering theFallures 
of thoſe, about them, and the 
leaſt apt to ſpare the Frailties of 
their e nce 


As io. her. Perſon, - ſhe. wa 
little of Stature, 15 50 cs 
of Comp ion, very well 0 B90 
portion'd in her Lim 
diſagreeable in her {roy ; b 
Face, as it was not tranſporting- 
ly Charming, ſo was it far from 
indifferent; and altogether, ſhe 
made à very, deſirable Figure, 
which heighten'd with the Gay- 
ety and Livelyneſs of her Beha- 
viour, render'd her one of the 
molt Celebrated Toaſts of her 
Reign, and drew. the Addreſſes 
of a. great many Admirers 
whom ſhe kept in an equa 
Suſpence, till Sir Ant hom Gal: 
liara * into her Company at 

my 


Feind) 
my Lady Joan love's Viſiting. 
555 Wen wo to the 
Rendezvous of che ung and 
the Fir. 
Sir An Was about Twen- 
ot Two, and Harriot not more 
than Seventeen when they had 
their firſt Interview at my La- 
dy's. He was juft "come to a 


bp entiful Fortune, had ſet 


the moſt ſplinded Equipage 
any young Gentleman in 
Town.” He was a Profeſs'd Ad- 
mirer of Wit, and was infinitely 
Charm'd with Harrior's Conver- 
fation; and accordingly. made 
his ddrefles... 
© Harriot , tho ſne "found 80 
particular Inclination to his Per- 
fon, or thought it more enga- 
ging, than any of her other Ado- 
rers, yet from the firſt; preferr'd 
him *to® thein alt; becauſe ſhe 
thought - ſhe diſcover'd in him 


—_ Qualities, which on 
im 
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him more eligible for a Hus- 
band. From his Eſtate ſhe pro- 
miſs'd herſelf a ſupport of her 
Pleaſures in Dreſs and Diver- 
ſons, and ſhe flatter'd herſelf 
that his Tongue gave Aſſurances, 
that ſhe cou'd manage him as ſhe 
pleas'd. 25 11 
This Opinion ſtill treagthen'd 
it ſelt on the Continuance of 
their Acquaintance: Which 
caus'd her to diſcover no great 
Reluctance to the Match, when 
propos d to her by her Mother, 
whoſe good Graces Sir Anthony 
betimes had ſecur'd. In ſhort, 
the Marriage was ſoon celebra- 
brated to the Satisfaction of 
both ; the Knight thought him- 
ſelf the moſt happy of Men in 
the Poſſeſſion of ſo accompliſh'd 
a Lady; and Harriot thought 
her Condition not deſpicable, in 
being Miſtreſs of ſo conſidera- 
ble a Fortune, 
G But 


f 


(123) 


But as People of Wit are ſel. 
dom poſſeſt with any violent 
Love, the Airyneſs of their 
Temper excluding Solidity, ſo 
Sir Anthony ſoon grew indifferent 
to his Wife, who never had 
known any ſtrong Paſſion for 
his Perſon, but always took 
care not to become ſo to him; ſo 
ſhe endeavour'd to keep up his 
Inclinations by the Art ſhe had 
rais'd them, that is, by her Wit 
and Gay Temper, till ſhe had 
fixt her Empire ſo ſure in his 
Heart that it was ſcarce in the 
Power of any thingto ruin it. 

Being too ſenſible of her ab- 
ſolute Sway, like ſome Princes, 
ſhe thought it of very little 
Conſequence, unleſs extended 
to the utmoſt ſhe cou'd think 
of; thus ſhe wou'd frequently 
take a Pleaſure in Contradicting 
his Inclinations in the moſt tri- 


vial Matters. He had no great- 
er 


( 192 ) 

er Pleaſure, than in her Conver- 
ation, and never Eat with Satiſ- 
faction but when ſhe was with 
him. | 

Dinner one day being ready 
he ſent for her down, but ſhe 
ſent im Word; that ſhe is nat 
diſpos'd to Dine that day; but 
that Anſwer was no way ſatis- 
factory, 10 that having it repeats 
ed by two Meſſengers more, he 
goes to her himſelf. When he 
comes into her Chamber, he 
preſſes her to go with him to 
Dinner, but ſhe anſwers not one 
Word; the more he Conjur'd 
her, the more obſtinate ſhe was 
in her Silence. He was extreme 
ly confounded at her Taciturnity, 
That being never thought one of 
her failings, and fearing ſome 
Illneſs was the Cauſe, diſcover'd 
an infinite concern for her Ail- 
ment. | 


"+= 


After 
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After this Pageant, had. been 
plaid for an Hour or two, ſhe is 
prevail'd on by his Entreaties to 
be led by him into the Dining- 
Room, but tho? ſhe ſits down ſhe 
will not Eat one bit; he ſpends 
ſo much time in perſuading her 
and not eating any thing him - 
ſelf, that the Dinner is all cold, 
which was before all ſpoil'd by 
the delay. in taking it up. So 
that both riſe as empty as they 
fate down, and all that day is 
ſpent in bringing her into Hu- 
mour. Fig 9 214 #44. 
This ſhe frequently repeated, 
and as often made him her Pro- 
perty in what ever ſhe pleas d. 
But of all the Things ſhe ever did, 
there was nothing cou'd try his 
Temper more, than when they 
were in the Country one Sum- 

mer at his Seat in Berſſhire. 
Riding out a Hunting one 
Morning, he happen'd to meet 
75 -  . _ 
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with three or four Country Gen- 
tlemen of the greateſt Note, and 
after the ſport was over, invited 
them home to Dinner, ſending 
one of his Servants before to give 
Notice of his. unexpected Gueſts, 
and to order things fitting,” for 
their Receptioo . 

Having ſafficiently chid the 
Servant that brought the Mes 
ſage, ſhe ſends out the Houſe keep- 
er, and moſt of the Servants on ' 
ſeveral idle Errands, far enough 
to keep them from the Houſe 
till Night, and then retires te 
her Chamber, and throws her- 
ſelf on the Bed as if ſhe were 
ſick, and gave her Maids ſuch a 
Leſſon, as made their Behaviour 
ſoon tire the Patience of their 
Master ) bol 

Sir Anthony comes Home at- 
tended with his Friends, all 
with Appetites pretty well ſharp- 
en'd with the Exerciſe of the 
os G 3 Morn- 
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Morning. He calls for the Ser- 
vants, who, the Maids told 
him, were all gone abroad, and 
that her Lady being ſick, they 
cou'd get nothing ready for his 
Entertainment. Mov'd with 
this, he runs up to his Wife's 
Chamber, but meets with no 
Redreſs there, but Complaints 
of her Illneſs, and Accuſation of 
bringing Company to the Houſe 
on purpoſe to diſturb her; that 
ſhe had ſent the Servants on 
more important Errands than 
the Attendance on a Company 
of Drunkards, as all Cauntry 
Gentlemen were; That if he 
wou'd Entertain them, he mult 
dot as well as he cou'd by the 
help of her Ma ids. 
Satisfied (at leaſt appeari 
ſo) with this Anſwer, he teturn'd 
to his Friends, makes an Apolo- 
gy for their Diſappointment by 
his Wite's ſudden IIlneſs, that 
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the Servants were ' neceſſarily 


ſent out one to one Doctor, 
and one to another ; one to the 
Apothecary, and another to the 
Surgeon ; nay, two or three to 
a Midwife near Twenty Miles 
off, as fearing his Wife ſhould 
miſcarry. 

Well, the Maids go to Work 
as aukwardly as they were or- 
der'd, and all things were ſo 
out of the way, that it was 
Supper inſtead of Dinner time, 
before they got any Victuals, 
and then in ſuch Order, and 
ſo abominably SpoiPd, that no 
Body cou'd Eat a Bit. | 

But that which was worſt, 
the Butler had taken the Keys 
of the Wine- Cellar, and a 
Smith was fain to be ſent for 
from the next Town, to break 
open the Door. 

The Abuſe was too palpable 
not to appear to ſomę of the 
5 G 4 Gen- 


61287 
Gentlemen, who were on the 
Road, ſome confirm'd by their 
Servants, that the Lady had 
only pretended Sickneſs, on pur- 
poſe to hinder their enjoyment 
of her Husband and a Bottle, 
who therefore never troubled 
Sir Anthony with a Viſit whilſt 
he remain'd in the Country; 
which was one of Harrici's 
chief Aims, to make him return 
to the Town, and give him a 
Diſguſt to the Gentlemen of 
the Country, who cou'd reſent 
the Misfortune of her Sickneſs 
in ſo Ungentlemen- like a man- 
ner. 

The Town indeed and Court, 
were Places much more agree- 
able to her Inclinations; tor 
there ſhe cou'd converſe Day 
and Night with the Gay and the 
Well. bred ; cou'd Viſit the Park 
and the Plays; have her Viſit- 
ing-Days, Aſſemblies, and the 
like. n She 
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She was a paſſionate Lover of 
Gaming, but yet cou'd not en- 
dure to think of Lokng.. her 


. Husband's Money; not FARE af 
it was his, but becauſe ſhe feared 


0 


by doing that, not only to 


4 the Empire over her Husband's 
| Heart, but the Ability of Living 
z in Pomp, which might ceaſe, 
s if Gaming ſhould carry, away 
. the Money that muſt ſupply 
4 her other Occaſionsgs 
f This involv'd her in greate: 
t Crimes, and more unworthy 
8 of a Woman of Honour. She 
, conlider?d:, that if ſhe cou'd 
have. ſome, other Fund for this 
. Pleaſure, ſhe might, at once, 
| gratify her Avarice (for I look 
. upon the Love of Gaming to 
7 ſpring from ; Ayarice) and her 
more Criminal Inclinations. 
She had a great many Adorers, 
| and not a Few, that, irom the 


Freedom of her Converſation, 
78 &s "= 
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promis'd themſelves Succeſs in 
their Amours. But Harriot 
was not yet ſo far gone in Folly 
as to liſten with any other pro- 
rag to their Addreſſes, than 
gratifying her Vanity, and 
therefore the made no Secrets 
of all her Converſation that 
way. Sir Anthony knew of it, 
and wou'd merrily call this 
Beau his Wife's Gallant, and the 
other her Lover, ſecure 1n her 
Honour and Wit. He has been 
a Hundred Times extreamly di- 
verted by hearing her rally 
theſe Gentlemen and their A- 
mours; ' pleas*d to think while 
ſo many admir'd his Wife, he 
only cou'd pleaſe her and main- 
tain her Inclinations, notwith- 
ftanding they had been Mar- 
ried ſo long; for ſix Vears had 
Harriot been my Lady Galli ard, 
and had had no fewer, than four 
Boys by Sir Anthony,” * 
. * et 
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Yet was ſhe Young, Gay, 
and Airy, and as much in Com- 
pany, as if ſhe had not been 
Marry'd a Lear. 1 

Tho' Harriot (therefore) had 
too Guilty Deſigns, yet ſhe 
found it fome difficulty. to fix 
on her Man; for he muſt not 
only be agreeable in her Eye, 
but he mult have both Will and 
Ability to ſupply her Paſſion for 
Gaming. 

Juſt at this Time, made a 
Figure in the Town, a young 
Lord of a prodigious Eſtate, 
and about a Hundred Thouſand 
Pounds in his Pocket, and who 
was a Man of Intrigue, and one 
that wou'd ſpare no Coſt to 
gratify his Pleaſure. He had 
more, than once ſeen the enga- 
ging Herriot at the Play, and 
at ſeveral Ladies Viſiting- Days, 
and was ſo infinitely charm'd 
wick her Wir, that no Expense 
1 cou'd 


0 132 ) 
cou'd ſeem too great to purchaſe 
her Favours. He had more 
than once made his Addreſſes 
to her, and ſhe found to her 
ſurprize, that ſhe had not tlie 
ſame Indifference for him, that 
ſhe conſtantly. had experienc'd 
for all her other Adorers. Yet 
ſhe underſtood better how to 
fix her ſelf in his Heart, than 
to make the Conquelt ſeem ealy ; 
and the more her Inclinations 
declar'd for him, the more ſhe 
withſtood his A ſſaults. 
Harriot had a Maid fit for her 
, purpoſe, whom having this in 
view, ſhe had endear*d to her 
by a great many Bounties ; for 
thoſe Creatures, have generally 


no other Religion or Honeſty, 


but how to make the beſt Ad- 


vantage of their Places ; her 


Name was Phillis. Harriot never 
went out but Phillis went 


nd  * „ — — 


with her, till he was known 
51 a 
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all the Court end of the Town 
to be her chief Favourite; which 
drew a great many Preſents 
from the Candidates, for her 
Lady's good Graces. She never 
refus'd any Gift, and was always 
ſo faithful, as to let her Lady 
know from whom they were 
Preſented; and as faithfully de- 
liverd the Recommendations 
of the Donors. Harriot never 
check'd her, but only laugh'd at 
thoſe, who had thrown away 
their Money on ſo fruitleſs a 
Negotiation. ee 
My Lord was not Igno- 
rant of our Phillis's Intereſt 
with her Lady, and imagin'd 
that if he cou'd bribe the Maid 
to his fide, he might ſoon find 
a-means 'of ſome more favour- 
able admiſſion to her Lady, 
My Lord has Phillis fo nar- 
rowly watched, that he finds 
her all alone in the Fark one 
F 


( 134 ) 
Morning ſo early, that there 
was not many Witneſſes of their 


Meeting. My pretty Philly, 


ſaid he, I have long waited for 
this opportunity to engage you 
in my Cauje. What Cauſe, my 
Lord, reply'd the Maid, What 
Cauſe can I ſerve your Lordſhip 
in? I have long Languiſh'd for 
a favourable Hearing from thy 
Lady —— My Lady! Sir, in- 
terrupted Phillis, what do you 
mean — my Lady is a Lady 
of Honour, and gives Ear to 
no Cauſe, that ſhe may not hear 
publickly. Be not angry ſweet 
Phillis (ſaid my Lord) you ſhall 
take this Purſe of Guineas, at 
leaſt, for your charming Ladys 
Sake; and if you can have ſo 
much pity ſor a poor unfortu- 
nate Loven, as to ſpeak a Good 
Word for me, this Purſe has a 
Fellow. Alas! my Lord, (re- 
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plied Phils, on the Nee er 
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of the Gold, in a much more 
complaifant Tone) I dare not 
mention this tomy Lady, *tis as 
much as my Place is worth ; I 
know her ſo well, ſhe will not 
hear me ſpeak. Fear nothin 
pretty Phillis, faid my Lord, 
if thou dolt loſe thy Place on my 
Account, I will provide a bet- 
ter for thee. Well, my dear 
Lord, I will venture any thing 
for your Sake, (reply*d Phillis) if 
you will meet me at Roſamond”s 
Pond this Evening in the dusk, 
and in a Diſguiſe, Iwill let you 
know the Event of my Nego- 
tationen dete 
Having agreed on this, they 
parted; and - Phillis foon ac- 
quainted her Lady with this 
new Client, and his extraordi- 
nary Generoſity. Phillss foon 


perceiv'd that Haryriot treated 


not this Account, as ſhe us'd to 
do thoſe of other Pretenders, 
* 


(136) 

and took thence a happy Omen 
for his Lord ſhip's Amour. 

Alas! my Gir (ſaid Harriot, 
with a Sigh ) What doſt thou 
ſay, my Lord! It is impoſſible; 
it is impoſſible, that one ſo 
Young, ſo Gay, fo Rich, can 
Doat ſo far upon me, who have 
been Married theſe ſix Years, 
and have had four Children; 
the Bloom is gon, Iam broken, 
J am grown Old, it cannot be. 
Phillis was not a little pleas d 
with this Diſcourſe of her La- 
dy's, and ſoon replied, alas 
Madam, Why do you offer 
your Charms ſo unjuſt a Violence; 
they are Strong and Bright as 
ever. Don't I know that you 
have new. Admirers every Day ? 
Have I not experienc'd the Be- 


nefit of all their Paſſions? No, 


no Madam, your Beauties are 
all as Freſh. and Blooming as 


ever : they, were; and that Wit, 


ng of 
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of which you are Miſtreſs 
will never let them decay. I 
ſay, my Lord does Love you, 
Doat on you, and will Die for 
you, if you have not ſome 
Compaſſion for him. Let me 
give him ſome hopes, I am to 
meet him again to Night, at 


Roſamond's Pond. Hold your 


Tongue, interrupted Harriot, 
and know that I ſhall not al- 
ways forgive ſuch Inſolence, as 
to offer ſuch an Affront to my 
Virtue and Honour —— 'Tis 
true. (continued ſhe, in a milder 
Tone) my Lord might be of 
ſome uſe to me, at this Time, 
with his Purſe; but then to 
think of purchaſing his Friend- 
hip with the loſs of my Ho- 
nour, is what I cannot endure 
to think of. I was unſortu- 
nately drawn in laſt Night to 
Play, and more unfortunately 
lolt Five Hundred Pounds Nen 

| | tnat 


n 
that Impudent Fellow Sir Paal 
Puſher ; he has had the Aſſu- 
rance a long time, to make his 
Addreſſes to me, and now I 
expect he will have the Info: 
lence to propoſe Terms of Com. 
7 which I do not like; 


or from what he ſaid after we 


had given over Play, I muſt 
nnn | 
Madam, (faid Philzs) leave 
the management of this Affair 
to me, and if my Lord deliver 
pou not from this Diftreſs, PI 
forfeit all your Favour for the 
future; which when he has 
done, you may juſtly think 
what is due to ſuch a Lover. 
Harriot flung away from her 
without ſaying one Word, but 
Phills took her Silence for con- 
ſent, and fo met my Lord at 
the Place appointed; for he was 
there at the Time, and 1 
hold of Philliss Hand, We 
If. my 
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my pretty Meſſenger, do you 
bring me Hope or Deſpair? 
Truly, my Lord, if any Credit 
is to be given to her Words, 
I can give you very little Hope, 
and yet trom a Stratagem I have 
in my Head, I fancy you need 
not altogether Deſpair neither. 

'Tis true, ſhe does not ſay 
your are Old or Ugly; - nay, 
{he has no Fault to find with 
your Perſon, and conſeſſes, that 
if it had not been for your 
mean Opinion of her Honour 
in this Attempt upon it, ſhe 
cou'd have a Friendſhip for you; 
but imprecates the moſt terrible 
Judgments on herſelf, if ever 
ſhe gives Ear to me any more 
on this Subject; and threatens 
me, that for the next Offence of 
this kind, I ſhall not only loſe 
her Favour, but my Place; yer, 
my: Lord, I cou'd tell you Þ be- 
lieve how might wonder. 
fully oblige her. Nam 


(140) 

Name the way, and if it coſt 
me half my Eſtate, I will do it, 
ſaid my Lord, in ſome Tranſ- 
port. Why you muſt know, 
my Lord, (ſaid Phils ) my La. 
dy is in a great deal of Trouble 
and Vexation, which are no 
Friends to Love. She was laſt 
Night drawn into Play, and has 
oft Five Hundred Pound to that 
horrid Wretch Sir Paul Puſber; 
who has pretended to make her 
a Conditional Complement of 
his Gains. Now, My Lord, 
you muſt know that Sir Paul is 
my Lady's laſt Averſion, and to 
be freed from this Incumber- 
rance may work ſtrangely upon 
her. I wiſh your Lordſhip 
wou'd think a little upon it: 
She wound not have her Hus- 
band know it, nor wou'd ſhe do 


any manner of Obligation to Sir 


Paul; 1 don't know but ſhe may 
be eaſier under awe I 


- 
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of your Lordſhip 8 line Parts and 


Merits. 


Enough my pretty Phillis, faid 
my Lord, Do me the Favour to 
call at the Cagoa-Tree about an 
Hour hence in a Hackney- 
Coach; and in the mean while 
here 15 a Fee for your good Ad- 
we; 5: 
Thus Phillis and my Lord 
parted, but ſhe was reſolv d not 
to go home to her Lady, till ſhe- 
carry d her what ſhe, did not 

veſtion bur. my Lord wou'd. 
ſend; her. She was at the Cocoa- 
Tree exactly at the time appoint- 
ed, and the Coachman ſoon 
brought my Lord to the Coach, 
which entring, he gave her a 
Billet, and de ired her to give it 
her Lady, with the Aſſurance 
that his whole Fortune Was at 
her Command. 

Phillis ſetting my Lord down, 
was not long before ſhe got 

5 home, 
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home, and found my Lady all in 
Tears, on having had a Letter 
from Sir Paul, preſſing for his 
Money, or a more Favourable 
hearing of his Addreſs. Phillis 
ave her my Lord's No, faid 

e, I will read no more Letters 
from that impudent Sex. Nay, 
Madam, my Lord is not a Sir 
Paul, I'll pawn all my Reputa- 
tion for him, tho? I know not 
the Contents, that you will like 
them much better, than thoſe of 
After many Perſuaſions, Har- 
riot breaks open my Lord's Let- 
ter, and finds in it a Bill of a 
Thouſand Pounds, and theſe few 
nnen; 


I never, Madam, had a ſincere 
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Pleaſure in the Ability of my Tor- 
| tune till this Moment, when it en- 
N ables me to do the leaſt Service to il © 
1 the moſt Charming and moſt Meri. | 
ö tor tous 
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torious of her Sex. I ſeek no Re. 
ward for this Trifle ; but-that you 
wou'd believe, Madam, that therg 
is nothing in my Pewer that 1 
wou'd not with Joy obey your Com- 
nands in. a 


This is generous indeed, ſaid 
Harriot. Nay (aſſum'd Philis) 
as he is the Handſomeſt, ſo is 
he the moſt Generous of Men, 
and a Woman, that does not 
think tenderly of ſuch a Lover, 
muſt be more, or leſs than Fleſh . 
and Blood, I conteſs ( ſaid 
Harriot ) there is ſomething 
more, than ordinary due to a 
Generoſity ſo very uncommon : 
But I cannot think of ſacrificing 
my Honour to any Conſideration 
whatever. oP 
Come, Madam, (ſaid * 
let the Guilt be mine, I will ſo 
contrive it, that you need not 
Bluſh for the Matter. Sir Anthony 

ä 18 


— 
is out of Town, I have the Ho- 
nour to be your Bedfellow, if I, 
without your Knowledge, ſur. 
render my Place to my Lord, 
how can you help it? 

No more of this Wicked Dif. 
courſe ( ſaid her Lady) but go 
to Morrow Morning and change 
the Bill into two, for Five Hun- 
dred Pound each, and carry one 
of them to Sir Paul and take 
his Diſcharge, and abuſe him as 
you think fit for his Inſolence. 

| Phillis knew her Lady too 
well, not to plead for my Lord 
as long as ſhe lay awake. But 
in the Morning, having done 
what her Lady order'd her, ſhe 
took care to call on my Lord, 
and tell him that her Lady 
thought herſelf ſo much oblig'd 
to him beyond her Power to re- 
turn it any way, but that which 
her Honour forbids, and his She 
hop'd wou'd not expect; T - 
Qt Wi 


(15) 
ſhe never had a tender Thought 
for any. Man alive before his 
Lordſhip ; and that in denying 
him ſhe offer'd thg greatelt Vio- 
lence to her . REST 4 
Thus much nen Lady, 
F but now from my 


| elf 27 My Maſte r, Sir Anthony, 18 
no out of Town, nor is gxpeted 
back this Month; I am ſure my 
Lady loves you, and if I ven- 


ture to pleaſe her and you too, 


without her Conſent, I hope 
the Crime is not paſt Forgive- 
neſs. I wou'd, therefore, have 
your Lordſhip come. this very 
Night, I will let you into her 
Chamber when ſhg is, in Bed; 
the {ſleeps pretty ſoundly her 
firſt Sleep, ſo that you may ea- 
ſily undreſs your ſelf, and go to 
Bed to her; when there, I leave 
the appeaſing her to you, and 
the ſaving my Place, which; L 
thus maniteftly hazard to gratily 
your Lordſhip. H My 
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My Lord was infinitly tranſ. 

rted at this Contrivance of 

M, and giving her a gene- 
Tous Rewarddifmifd her, with 
an Aſſurance of his being at her 

INT s Houſe at the Hour ap- 

Lon and that if ſhe was, as 

ooh sher Wordt a maden grtar 

Er "Reward, than ſhe yer had met 

with, ſhou'd -be ow to be her 

Portion. un — 

ln ſhort Phillis ow her Word 
With my Lord, and ſo Harri 
ſurrendred her Honour to her 

Avarice. And having once be- 

gun ſo Criminal a Converſe, ſhe 

made no ſcruple of continuing it, 
till her extravagant Gaming had 
diſguſted my Lord, and made 

- him think of ſome leis expenſive 

Miſtreſfſs. 

When once we quit the Paths 
S of Virtue, we fall from one de- 
ber e to anotlier of Vice; and as 

I 


utation never returns to 2 
Woman 


i Trlùẽæg i 
Woman, that has once been ſo 
, loſeat; ſo it is very 
ſeldom, that when we have ſut- 
fer'd our ſelves to tranſgreſs the 
Bounds of Honour Virtue, 
that we ever return into the 
beautiful Track again. 
Harriot having ldſt this gene» 
rous Lover, had not with him 
loſt that deſtructive Luſt of Ga- 
ming, wich drew her into a 
thouſand” Incomweniences and 
Crimes; and Sir PaAul timſeK, 
25 much as ſhe deſpis d him, has 
been ſaid to have reap'd the Be- 
nefit of his good Lucke, or Att 
at Gaming, from à Lady do in- 
fatuated to nen nal Di- 
1 $1 10 
Ha vin run thous many 
Int og: this fatal olly, ihe 


ſtill 10 tlie Wit fo tol manage 
Affairs as to blind her poor Hus- 
band, whoſe former Experience 
of her treating her Lovers, con- 


MS firm'd 
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dirm'd. him in the Opinion, that 
ſhe was innocent, whatever Ap. 
-pearances were againſt her. As 
this heighten d her Security, ſo it 
encreas d her Folly, Not but 
the daily ſacriſiced, one or other 
to her Husband's Caprice, by 
that means to preſerve her Li- 

berty unſhnaken. 

We have ſeen the Men of 
Fine Wit and good Senſe, doat 
on a Fool, and it is therefore no 
Wonder, that when a Woman 
of Wit is ſo Weak, as to ſhake 
Hands with her Virtue, ſhe 
moud be in love with a Cox- 
comb. Yet: Harriot's Love was 
ſtill mingled with ſome. Feeling 
or Proſpect of Intereſt. For 
tho? my Lord himſelf, with all 
his admirable Qualifications, had 
never half the Power / o'er her 
Heart as young Beeuprim ; yet 
had he had nothing to recom- 
mend him to her but his Perſon 
k or 
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or his Wit, I believe fe had 
never throw n the leaſt-Regard 
upon either. But His Eſtateſer 
him on fo advantageous a 
Ground, that-made every thing 
appear in a more gtateful an 
engaging a manner, tlan the 
perſon himſelf cou'd ever have 
attain*d to without it. 

Beauprim wus à Gentlemans 
Son of a ſmall Eſtate, tho? good 
Family, and the younger Bro- 
ther of three; ſo that his Ex- 
pectations from his Father were 
very minute; who as the great- 
him withan Attorney: In whoſe 
Service he diſcover'd a particular 
Genius for Dreſs, or at leaſt ac- 
cording to the Taſte of the 
Inns 6 fangs Nature had 
done her Part for his Body, by 
giving him a very good Shape; 
and Limbs very proportionable, 
and Handſome. His: Face was 


(615300) 

too eſſeminately beautiful for 2 
Man, having a fine Complexion, 
and blooming, and every 
thing in it fitter for a Lady, 
than a Gallant; to this we mult 
add an Affectation, which he 
retain*d' through all his Courſe 
of Beauetry,' and that was a Stiff. 
neſs, that ſor fear of diſcompo- 
fing his Wigg, made him al- 
ways turn his whote Body to- 
gether. He had hut a very ſmall 
Portion of Underſtanding, and 
knew not the leaſt of a fine Con- 
verſation, yet had a Pertneſs of 
Diſedurſe, qualified with a very 

bandſome Aſſurance, which 
carry'd him through Company 
with a tolerable Reception; but 
with the Generality of the Ladies 
he paſt for x Wit, and even Har 
ridt hex {elf Was ſo Weak, as tobe 
niſled by the ſame Opinion, or 
+ ave,. or ſome other Peſign, ſo 
that he made ix her Bulinels 
607 e H entirely 
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entirely to engage his Inclina- 
tions, ii „ol wilt yd bar 
Hlarriot had taken a Diſguſt 
to her Favourite Philla, ho had 
not only been a perfect Leach to 
the Pockets of all her Adoress; 
but preſuming on her Know- 
ledge of her Lady's Affairs, to 
take upon her too much, ſo that 
ſhe had more, than once pre: 
tended to impoſe a Galant of 
her chuſing on her Inclinamons 
This made. Harriot ſenſible too 
late, into what aflavery ſhe had 
brought herſelf, to a Creature, 
who, from her being conſcigus 
of her Guilt, aim'd now at, 
Power to encreaſe it for hex own 
Profit, and to make her the 
moſt miſerable of Properties. 
Colonel Worthleſs Was the firſt 
ſhe preſum'd to endea vour to 
prefer to her Lady's Embraces, 
againſt her Deſire, and Inclina- 
tions. He was a Perſon, who 
H 4 made 
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made a Figure in his Coach, 
and by the lucky Plunder of 
ſome part of Spain, had brought 
home enough to ſupport it, with 
the Reſt of his Expences, which 
were generally laid out in his 
Amouts, and the Bottle. 

He having been inform'd of 
the great Power of Phils over 
her. Lady, had made his Court 
to her to be the Inſtrument of 
his Happineſs. Phillis, w hoſe 
Avarice was inſatiable, Wou'd 
let no Client go without Hopes, 
from whom {he cou'd draw any 
Advantage, liſten d to the Pro- 
pofal, and made her Conditions, 
aſſuring him, That ſhe durſt not 
deny to do whatever lhe de- 
1 10 24 
Ihe Colonel was no diſagree- 
able Perſon; beſides, a Soldier 
carries ſomething (endearing to 
the Sex, whoſe natural depen- 
dance. on tho Protection of Va- 
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r 
our, gives them a. peculiar Re- 
ard: tot thoſe, who profeſs its 
Tho' Phillis carry'd her Point in 
this Affair, yet it gaye her Lady 
that Diſguſt, that ſhe ever here+ 
after: wy hawk 1 0 
her, rèſolvin rees to 
engage hecklf. — 2 Tyran- 


ny, and with the firſt Opportu- 
ny ſhe cou'diget with ſafety to 
rs Jak e to diſcard 


D Saban bod an} 
* was no more careſsd, as 
before, nor ever permitted again 
to go abroad wit h her, and when 
ſhe had. liſtenꝰd to Beaaprim, ſhe 
wasſreſolv'd, that ſhe ſhou” d have 
no ſhare in the Confidence; but 
adviſing him to create an Inti- 
macy with Sir Anthony, ſhe did 
not fear, but by that means, Op- 
portunities wWou'd offer of rows 
/ ing their Deſires. 
WE tho! ihe found: her Fa- 
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herſelf, that ſhe knew too much 
already to let her Lady think 
it ſaſe to lay her aſide. And 
Traſict, a Rich Merchant, fal- 
ling in Love with Harriot, made 
her Maid very! large Promiſes 
for her Endeavbnrs, O Money 
was her God, and to that ſhe 
Sacrific'd | all her: Conliderati- 
ons, and therefore had no te- 
dious Deliberations, wbethet 
ſhe ſhou'd — the Cauſe 
of the Merchant; but having 
agreed on Terms, bid him not 
doubt of Succeſs. 

. Harriot Was foon aſſaulted by 
Phill, and on the firſt. Check, 
proceeded to Threats of Diſco- 
vering all that ſhe knew, if a 
Denial was perſiſted in. Har. 
riot, unable to bear this Afftont, 
with Words of Reſentment, 
Chaſtis'd her with. her Hands, 
and forbid her, from that Mo- 
ment, ever iecing her _ 


w_ 


(5) 
but order d her to be gone 


from her Houſme .. 
Phillis, quiteThundet-ſtticken 


with fo unexpected. a —_— 
became more Suabmiſſive, 
cluding, that Whatever ſhe 
ſhou'd ſay, after ſhe was turn d 
away in Diſgrace, wowd bear 
no manner of weight. Shethere- 
ſore ſubmitted wit all manner 
of Humility, and implor'd For- 
giveneſs from a Lady, to whom 
ſhe had had ſo many Obligations; 
with many Tears, and much In- 
treating, Ihe pacify'd her Lady, 
who permitted her to remain 
with her till the next Offence: 
Little forſeeing the Deſign of 
her treacherous Servant. 
Beauprim and $ir Anthony be- 
ing grown very intimate, the 
two Lovers found means of 4 


Axon. | Which, b, dee 


0 
band, was diſcover'd by the 
more obſerving Phillis, whoſe 
Watchfulneſs was kept awake 
dy Malice and Revenge. But 


tell, being ſenſible that her 
Lady had the entire A ſcendant 
over her Maſter, and wou'd 
therefore be increduious to all 
ſhe ſhou'd offer. 

It ' happend; - that Beawſort 
was a diſtant Relation to Sir 
Anthony, and not having been 
long ſrom Travel, was entire- 
ly belov'd by him, and had a 
Friendſhip, as ſincere, for ſo de- 


fervinga Kinſman; this brought 


him to his Houſe, and his Years 


and his. Temper, made him 


mingle with the Young and the 
Gay ; and here he roo frequent- 
ly met with poor Harriot's 
Diſgrace, and ſoon grew ac- 
quainted with that Scandalous 
Character ſhe had got, and of 
"Dang OT Which. 
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how to effect this ſhe eou'd not 
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which ſcarce any one was Igno- 
rant but the Hashand,” © 

He was very much concern d 


for the Honour of his Friend, and 

t was afraid to let him know 
what tile Town thought of 
him and his Lady, unlefs he 
cou'd find ſome Opportunity of 
making ſome freſh Diſcovery, 
that might effeQually convince 
him. Whilſt Beaufort was bu- 
fied with theſe Thoughts, and 
muſing on the unhappy Condi. 
tion of his Friend, Phillis comes 
one Morning into his Room, 
and approaching him im a trem- 
dling manner, begg'd his Pardon 
tor her Preſumption, in intru- 
ding into his Apartment on a 
duſineſs of ſuch a Nature, that 
the knew not what Reception 
it might find from him; but, 
ſaid ſhe, you ſeem to have a 
perfect Friendſhip for my Mafter, 
and ſhou d therefore not be in- 
CCC 
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different. in, what has ſo near 2 


Regard to 525 nour of his 
Bae as what 1 por to ro- 


* 0 2 little f arpriz/d, to 
. to her ulineſs 
agree ely with his own 
. honghts, t 3 but juſt 
engag gd his — oe ihe {he 
5 his Chamber: You may 
fire your {elf (aid he) that 


for whom I have. ſo. ſtrong a 
Friendſhip, as I have for Sir An. 
thom, 10 is there nothing, | that in 
the leaſt conperns his Honour, 
but what J eſtęem my ſelf to 
have an immediate Intereſt in. 
Wby truly (faid Phils) my 
Maſter is a very good Man, and 
the moſt Ind _ of Hus- 
band's, . and. =_— a more 
grateful Return from my Lad 
than he has found, and is ſti 
t to receive. Ich has grieved 
41 | My. 
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lous: a manner; but, alas! I 
never had Favour enough in 
his Eyes to dare ta ĩimpart what 
Diſcoveries I made, aud which 
indeed che never was at : any 
great Pains ta canceal 3 yet, I 


quit her Evil ue [and think 
of lier Duty; aſter ther: enters 
taining. of ſeveral Perſons of 
all Diſtinctions, in the moſt 
guilty Amours, ſhe: has now 
at laſt given herſelf up to the 
greateſt 'Coxcomb of the Age; 
who, yet, has had the Addreſs 
to inſinuate himſelf into the 
intimate ; Acquaintance of my 
Maſter, and by that means, 
obtain the more eaſy way of 
abuſing him with his Wife. 1 
know my Maſter will not be- 
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go out of Ton for a few Days, 


Houſe, he will be able to make 
ſuch a Diſcovery, as may ſer 
him at Liberty 2 05 aban. 
donꝰd a Wiſfſmmmme. 

Beaufort was Farisfied {mths 
Truth of what ſhe ſaid; from 


the general Character he had 


heard from almoſt all her :Acg- 
qaintance, and Was, reſolv'd to 
endeavonr at the Undeceiving 
his Friend; and ſo giving the 
Maid a few Guineas for this 
Service, aſſur'd her of a greater 
Reward if the Buſineis met 
with as ep an end as. it 
deſerv'd. 14540720 CIBMGING 
Beaufort found it es moi 
difficult matter in the World, 
to fix the leaſt Suſpicion of his 
Wife's Virtue in Sir Anthony's 
Mind, but managing it with 
all the Art and Addreſs he was 
Maſter of, and Wag him 
| m 
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him, that he ought not to 
give Credit to every idle Re- 
port; he yet urg'd, that his Ho- 


nour ought not to — that, 


which might be ſo eaſily tryd 
to diſcover his Wife's Innocence: 
or Guilt. With much ado, the 
Knight agreed to put his Fate 
to the Tryal, and accordingly 
with a very Guilty and-Sorrows: 
ful Countenance, pretends to- 
his Wife, that a ſuddain Buſi- 


neſs had call'd him out of Town: - 


tor three or four Day. 
Alas! my Dear (faid ſhe) 
you ate always leaving me to. 


my ſelf, falſſy thinking, that 


that Spirit and Gayety of my 
Temper will always ſupport me; 
but I know not how it is, that 
leſſens with Vears, and Love 
gathers new force from the 
lengthof our Converſation. You 
{hall not leave me now, but ſend 
your Man in your Room. What 

Rp”. | Buſineſs 


| ( 162 ) 

Buſineſs can you have, which 
your Gentleman, or Steward, 
cannot do, as well, asybu? 
This ſeeming kindneſs, ſtrook 
the Knight! to the Heart, and 
had almoſt corrupted him to 
diſoo ver the whole Matter. He 
Sigh'd molt bitterly, look?d on 
her very wiſtly, and conſider- 


ing, that he could mot come off 
with hisꝰ Friend without this 
n new force 


to tell her, That his Buſineſs 

was of that Nature, that it re- 
quir'd his own Preſence. Wbat 
(aid ſhea little pertly) I war- 


ſome Intrigue on your Hands? 
For J cannot imagine, that any 
thing elſe cannot be done by 
Proxy, 4s: well as in your own 
Perſon; yet if you reſolve it, I 
muſt ſubmit, I have more Con- 
fidence in your Love, than to 
know the leaſt Moment of Dit- 
EL FEE quiet 


fait Sir Anthony you have got 
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quiet on an fee e 
Nature. Go 1 1 
you take 884 75 5 
ſtay not an Hour, beyond your 
promiſs d Return. +; bl 
Thus his Journey is agreed on, 
and ſhe, will not. be coe nt to 
let him go without ſceing him 
three or four Miles out of Tow n. 
1 
they ia the oproce 
to the place of FParting, and 
by the way, ſhe found him un- 
eaſy lo Mind, - which! made 
her ere de had receiy'd 
ſome: Information of her Affair 
with eke and that nene 
was more likely to be at the bot- 
tom than her Phillis in Diſgrace. 
In ſhort, Sir Anthony and ſhe 
part with all the ſeeming Re 
gret in the World on both lides, 
He rides dire&l towards the 
Country, and ſhe returns to 


Tea her Coach, which ſhe 


orders 


- 510 
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3 7 ſet — — af my 
Lady Wowabes,” lier partieulat 
Confident, Cera an her Sufpi 
eions and demands her Advice. 
_ Lady was an experienced 
oman, and had been, 4 afl her 
Life long; converſant” with tlie 
Intrigues of the Town. It Was 
b dh ber zreed, Nv. _ Orders 
ou'd nt to Beauprim, not 
to come near the Hoe duri 
her HusbanPs Abſence, on 5 
Occaſion, or for any Meſſage 
even from herſelf, concluding, 
that if this was any thing of a 
tryaf of her Innocence, Both 
wou'd be left undone, by tho 


„% „„ SEAT. 


complezt her Deſtruction. A 
Her ſtay was not long at my 
Lady Wow dbes to avoid ſuſpt> 
cion, and thence lie drove db 
realy home; retires to her 
Chamber, throws off her Dreſs, 
any Puts on her Morning-Gown, 
orders 


—ͤ PROT TOE, WT >. JW Y 


a”. ani. Ro 


hs IE. SITY ©) -% ans wa tos Lea.  o *% Te. 


45 - A az 


*. RAS, 


cd 2 


_ go 
—_— 0 


cb 


-- ©. FUR Sq 


7 7 


( 165 ) 
orders ſome Books partly Relis 


gious, and partly of Wit, to bt 
Pig by her, and there ſhe 92 | 
like a diſconſolate Turtle during 
Sir Anthony's imagin'd Abode in 
the Country. 
In the Evening he is privately 
admitted by Phillis, had to her 
Chamber, Dreſs'd in an Old 
Woman's Attire to paſs undiſ- 
cover'd, and paſt for her Aunt to 
that Servant, Who brought up 
ſuch Refreſhment as was nece ſſa- 
ry. During this Time, Phillis 
took the Opportunity now and 
then to inſinuate her Lady's 
Tranſgreſſions with my Lord and 
fome others, or at leaſt to give 
ſuch furious ſuſpitions of Guilt, 

as wou'd not eaſily be eraz'd. 
Sir Anthony was both pleas'd 
and ſurpriz'd to find the Con- 
duct of his Wife during his ſup- 
pos'd Abſence, One day paſs d 
on, and ſhe Din'd in her . 
er; 


( 166 . 
1 wou'd "Kee no manner of 
ec, fy of. 0 0 Fx 275 
her Fi ing-aay, and 
TFerfection Ae Part of an Eyhe. 
fan Matron. Phillis was ſur- 
priz ed at this different Behavi 
our of her Lady, from all the 
Times of Sir Authonys bei 
abroad, when nothing but Joll} 
ty, and Amorous 4 ments 
took up her Time. She * firſt 
thought that Beauprim was him. 
ſelf out of Town; but finding 
Bim at his Lodgi gs, ſhe feigns 
an Errand from her Lady to 
deſire his Company, being very 
unwilling to miſs her Revenge 
by ſo manifeſt a Counterplot. 
But here ſhe was again con. 
founded, When he anſwer'd her 
in Anger, and ſaid, That he 
cou'd not believe her Lady had 
Lent. her, with whom 5 had 1 
manner of Bu ulineſs. 


ME 8 P 


1 
_ Phillis aſſurd him of the 
Truth of her Meſſage; but 
getting no other Anſwer, con 
cluded, that either thèy were faln 
out, or that her Miſtreſs had 
had ſome Intelligence of hat 
was contriving againſt her. Full 
of theſs) Thoughts: ſhe goes to 


young Beaufort, and lets him 


know all, that had paſs'd, with 
her Judgment upon it; and to 
confirm the Truth of her Dil- 
covery, {he produc'd a Letter of 
eg n. which ſhe found in 
her Lady's Chamber, expreſſing 
the Raptures of à fortunate Lo- 
ver. But then'thzre was no Su- 
. or if there had 
een any, it was torn away. 

The Time drew nigh of Sir 

Anthony's Return, and he was, as 


privately corivey'd out, as he 
Had been into the Houſe. When 
getting to his Horſes, he in a 


few Hours came home, as if out 
of the Country. As 


( 168 ) 


As ſoon; as Harriot was told of 
his Arrival, ſhe flew down Stairs 
in the Und reſs ſhe had ſate in, 
and run into his Arms with all 
the Eagerneſs of the moſt tender 
of Wives. She Embrac'd him 
and Kiſs'd him, and foro d ſuch 
an apparent Joy at his fight, 
that, Sir Authom, tranſported, 
forgot all his Jealouſie, and firm 
ly at that Time believd her the 
molt Loyal Oonſort won the 
Earth. 

The next day he goes to ſee 
his Friend Beaufort full of Re- 
proaches for his unjuſt Accuſa- 
tion, and told him all the Par- 
ticulars he had obſerv'd during 
his Concealmeat. Beaufort ſil 
at the ſucceſsful Wit of my Lady, 
and gave him the Letter which 
Phillis had given him. There 
happen'd to be ſome Words re · 
peated as the Lady's, which he 
knew to be what 1 own 1 
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usd on particular Occaſions ; 
dut then being no Superſcription, 
and Words being common to 
every body, this ſeem'd to have 
but little weight in it. Let all 
theſe. Stories he had heard, and 
this Letter he had ſeen, ſtuck in 
his Mind. It made him ſo un- 
eaſy, and ſo viſibly ſo, that Har- 
riot herſelf ſoon perceiv'd it, 
which with the former ſuſpi- 
cions ſhe had entertain'd of Phil- 
lis, made her conclude, that her 
Husband's Concern was founded 
- ſome Jealouſie of her Fide- 
©, 

Being therefore in Bed with 
him one Night, and hearin 

him Sigh, and finding him Turi 
and Toſs without any Reſt, ſhe 
cunningly Claſping him in her 
Arms, and preſſing him with the 
moſt endearing Embraces, cry d 
out to him in a very politic Man- 
ner, What is * Cauſe of all 2 
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Difquiet? What draws out theſe 


Groans, and renders your Hours 
of Reft fo very uneaſy ? Have 
you loft any dear Friend? Is any 
great Misfortune attending thee? 
The firſt let me ſupply; and the 
other I will bear with ſuch Pa- 
tience, that it ſhall baniſh all 
the Sorrow and Anxiety of the 
moſt Capricious turn of Fortune. 
I conjure you unboſome this Se- 
cret, Which by concealing: aug- 
ments ſtill its Violence. 
Sir Anthony ſighing told her, 
that he had been made very un · 
eaſie by, ome Reports, which 
touch'd both her Honour and his, 
She ſeem'd extreamly furpriz'd, 
and preſs'd him molt -carneſtly 
to let her know the Accufation, 
and if ſhe cou'd not clear her- 
ſelf of it, ſhe defir'd no Fayour 
from him ; and from the World, 
nothing but Shame and Confu- 
tion. 91 en 5 
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Upon this Declaration, and 
other importunate Entreaties, 
he confeſſes, that he had been 
told, that ſhe had injur'd him ſo 
much, as to allow thoſe Free- 
doms to Beauprim, which no 
— had a Right to but him- 

n . 21G 
Huarriot knew better the Na · 
ture of her Husband, and of the 
thing it ſelf, than to fly out into 
any Paſſion en this Account; 
but ſolemnly proteſting her In- 
nocence and Honour, ſhe turn'd 
it of with a Laugh, ſaying, IS 
this all that has troubled you 
If you had done me the juſtice 
to have brought me and my 
Accufers Face to Face, you need 
not have had one Hours Uneaſi- 
neſs upon ſo groundleſs a Story. 
Is there the leaſt Probability of 
ſo wretched a Taſte on thy Har- 
riot, as that ſhe ſnouꝰ'd prefer ſo 
Aub to her dear 
2 Sir 


(172) 
Sir Anthony, allow'd the Merit 
of a Man of Senſe by every one 
that knows him? But if you 
wouẽ d not kill me with Unkind- 
neſs let me know my Accuſer, 
by: him or her I ſhall be able the 
better to clear my fell. 

Sir Anthony, overcome by t 

Tears and Careſſes of his Wife, 
fairly owns, that his Couſin Beau- 
fort, and her Maid Phillis, were 
the Perſons, who had laid this to 
her Charge, and had caus'd him 
to pretend Buſineſs out of Town, 
whilſt he lay conceald at home 
to obſerve all ſhe did. 
Well then, Sir Anthony ( ſaid 
the: very gravehy) and what diſ- 
coveries did you make? None, 
but what gave me infinite ſatis. 
faction {replied he) and what 
wou'd have put an end to my 
Trouble but for their Stories, 


and a Letter they ſay was found 
in your Chamber from Beauprim, 
118 | 4 to 
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to a Lady,vho had granted him 


the laſt Favour. 


Oh! the Malice of a deſectel 
Lover (cry'd out my Lady) and 
of a Reprobate Servant! Fcou'd 
eaſily clear my ſelf of all this 
Villainous Accuſation, were it 
not out of Regard to thy Safety; 
for rather, than-hazard thy Life 
in an -infamous Quarrel, I will 
ſtill undergo- your Jealous one. 
nions. - 

Sir Anthony preſs d her very 
earneſtly to explain herſelf -in a 
Particular, on which the Happi- 
neſs of all his Life depended: 


Which ſhe ſtill reſus'ꝰd to do, till 


he had given her the moſt ſacred 
Oaths, and binding Promiſes, ſhe 
cou'd invent, that he wowd not 


riſque a 'Quarrel on the Diſco- 


very, Well, ſaid ſhe, then you 
ſhall hear the moſt. compleat 
piece of Villainy and Treachery, 


that ever was known. This 


1 3 very 


( 174 ) | 
very Beaufort is #he only Man, 
that ever had the Aſſurance to 
preſs ſo very hard on my Ho- 


Nour, that nothing but the high- 
eſt value for that, and my Love 
for you, cou'd have withſtood; 
he firſt corrupted my Maid to 


ſollicit his deteſtable ſuit, and 
having receiv'd it from her 
Mouth with ſome Heat, and 


correcting her with ſome Vio- 


lence, I bid her begon ; but on 
her Submiflion and ſhew of Re- 
entance, I forgave. her, and 
ſuffer'd her to ſtay, and thus it 
is ſhe has endea vour'd to reward 
a Clemency I ought not indeed 
to have ſneb̃w .. 
I was unwilling to make a 
Breach between two Friends and 


Relations, and hop'd, that Time, 


and my conſtant Reſiſtance, 


* wou'd bring him to himſelf, elſe 


had I told you of it long ago, 
But having gon farther the laſt 
'/ | Time, 


CT. 

Time, he made an tempt, 
19 601 be forgi * 1 ford 
my. felt from him, and ſware I 
wou'd let you know all his nau- 
ſeous Addreſſes the Minute you 
came in. But ſtill afraid, that I 
ſhou'd be the Caule of  Blood- 
ned, I kept his Crimes con- 
ceal'd, till he had got time to 
throw it upon me, and to 
make me ſeem Guilty to thee 
with: others, _ becauſe I wou'd 
not be ſo with him. To the 
Truth of this, I ſummon all that 
is Holy and: Sacred. Thus it is 
plain, that it was not for your 
lake, that he came hither fo 
often, profeſs d that Friendſhip 
for you, but for mine, and to 
gain his Point by your Credulity 
in his Honour. . : 
Sir Aut hom, by this time all 
in a Rage, cry'd out, This is a 
Villainy of ſuch a magnitude, 
that it ought not to go Un- 

po” I 4 puniſh'd. 


6 
puniſh'd. Hold, my dear Liſe, 
(ſaid his Lady) remember your 
Oaths, remember my Felicity 
depends on your dear ſelf, and 
ſcorn and forget him; ſwear 
never to Converfe with him, 
never to ſee him, forbid him your 
_ Houſe, and turn away the Maid. 
You'll ſtifle thus the ill Effects of 
His Reports, ſo we ſhall live 
Happily. and eafily hereafter; 
bu that we may do fo, I charge 
vou fot bid Beauprim your Houſe 
alſo, for he is of ſq little con. 
cern to me, that I wou'd not 
for a Thouſand” Braig -s give 
my Love one Moments Diſquiet; 
nor ſhall he, for the future, ever 
come in the place where I am; 
for in compariſon of thee, all 
Mankind are to me the laſt of 
Trifles., Wich that, throwing 
her Arms about, him and Weep- 
ing, ſhe melts down his Soul, 
till he ſwears Beauprim — 

| wh us 


Cay) 
his only Friend, and the falſe 
Beaufort entirely diſcarded, 

| The Maid the next Day i 
turn'd out of Doors with Dif 
grace, and threaten'd ſeverely 
if ſhe give her Tongue any L- 
berty with her Lady. The 
Friendſhip is entirely broken off 
with his Couſin Beaafort, and 


all other People deter'd by their 


example, from ever pretending 
to give any freſh Information 
againſt her. So that now ſhe 
was in the height of her Secu- 
rity, her Husband entirely her 
Property, her Lover admitted to 


all the Freedom of Acceſs, and 
the Servants taught, - by the 


Fate of Phil/s, to Conceal, not 
Diſcover the Failings of their 
Lady. N | 

But here was the moſt pru- 
dent part of her Life; ſhe co. 
ſider'd, that Fortune was never 


at a ſtand, that ſhe had narrows- 


177 
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Iy eſcap'd an imminent Danger 
of Ruin and Infamy; that ſhe 
had avoided this more by Acci- 
dent, and her Husband's Jndul- 
"gence, than by her good Con. 
duct, and fear'd ſhe ſhou'd not 
often meet with ſuch a lucky 
Concurrence of Circumſtances, | 
ſhe therefore, at once, throws 
of all her gay Acquaintance, 
yr with Sir Anthony to go 
Jive in the Country, where ſhe 
ended her Days in an abſolute 
Power over her Husband, which 
WIT only can give her, or any 
other Wife. 


"The End of Anchinoia's Second 
3 Tale . | 


The Company expreſs'd their 
Satisfaction with Anuchinoia's 
Tale, and tho? ſome ' thought, 
that, like a true Wit, ſhe had 
TT Cc. 
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ſhown her Love of talking a 
a great d cal, yet they all agreed, 
that the variety of Adventures, 
made ſufficient Amends for its 
length, ſince a ſingle Narration 
cou'd only make a Story tedious 
and dull; whereas, here the 
Aptneſs of the Reflections, and 
the Number of Incidents, kept 
up the Attention, till the end 
had fully anſwer'd the Expecta- 
ane e hon e 
I find ( faid Phophrone,, 
whoſe turn it Was now to ſpeak) 
that Auchinoia, with a great 
many more, takes WI T to 
be Canning, or an Addrefs in 
diſengaging ones ſelf from Dif- 
ficulties, which our own Folly 
have involv'd us in. There is 
another Error, which, I find, 
the Ladies, that have ſpoken yet, 
have incurr'd, and that is, that 
they have given us Examples of 
Wives, who are far ſrom merit- 

F< WE | ing 
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ing that Name, for where there 
1s no Virtue, no other Qualifi. 
cation can juſtly render the 
Object worthy our Thoughts. 
And indeed the inſtances, which 
have been given, have been 
rather of the Weaknefs of Men, 
than of the Merit of the Ladies. 
I have another Objection to this 
Story of Harriot, beſides her 
want of Virtue, and that is, 
that ſhe ow'd her Dominion, 
to her perſonal Qualities, as 
much, if not more, than to thoſe 
of her Wit; whereas to have 
given the Preheminence to this, 
Anchinoia ſhou'd have brought 
a Lady for the Proof of her 
Point, that ow'd nothing to 
any Beauties of 1277 and 
. wholly ſupported herſelf by thoſe 
of her Mind. jr Feb 

I ſuppoſe this Diſpute was 
not, how wella Woman might 
conceal her Scandalous -Weak- 
tent 
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nefſes, of which ſhe ought not 
to have been Guilty, and im- 
poſe on ye Coney of a fond 
doating Husband ; but how a 
Virtuous Wife ſhowd maintain 
her Credit with her Husband, 
and by rend ring herſelf agree- 
able to him, make both their 
Lives Happy. Or in other 
Words, I thought our Enquiry 
was to have been, which was 
the moſt Valuable Excellence 
in a Virtuous Wife, ſince no 
other is worthy of that Name. 
I think it is ſufficiently evi- 
dent, that meer Beauty of Perſon, 
is the leaſt, and loweſt of theſe 
Excellencies; and I believe it 
will be no difficult matter to 
ſhow, that WIT, which is only 
a Briskneſs of Fancy, ſeldom 
ballanc'd with the ſevere Poiſe 
ot Judgment, or Prudence, 1s as 
wo. mpegs in the End we 
Propoie, SO} RR 
97 Under 
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Under this Title of WII, 


I ſhall not confine my ſelf to that 


Pertneſs, which in too many 
Ladies, runs away with that 
Name ; but ſhall extend it to 
the ſtronger Effects of Fancy 
in Writing, eſpecially of Poctry. 
And, indeed, there is nothing, 
that has drawn more Admirers 
to our Sex, than our Pretenſi- 
ons to the Favour of the Muſes; 
and if a Lady happen to have 
a pretty knack of Verſiſication, 
and Communicate her Perfor- 
mances, ihe ſeldom fails of 
Recommending ' herſelf to the 
Witty and the Gay. And yet, 
alas! how poor a Prerogative 
does this gain us, when it in. 
ſpires us with Pride, Self-con- 


ceit, Opiniatreture, Coquetry, 
and Obſtinacy, as too often. we 


find it does ſome of our Lady 
Writers, e 


Clarinda 
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Clarinda was one ef thoſe, 
who having by her Wit, gain'd 
herſelf a very valuable Hus- 
band, and ſo laid the Founda- 
tion of a Happineſs, ſhe had 


little Reaſon elſe to have " 


expected, deſtroy d it all by 
the injudicious Effects of it in 
Aﬀectation and Coquetry, and 
render'd both herſelf and her 
Husband the moſt Unhappy 
Couple in the Kingdom. For 
the Luſt of Praiſe, 1s ſo preva- 
lent in theſe Ladies, that tho? 
they ſuffer it not to corrupt 
their Virtue and Honour, yet 
it makes them venture at ſuch 
Lengths , that they ſeldom 
come off, without the Loſs of 
their Reputation ; which in the 
Eye of the World, has full as 
diſmal an Event. 


Philophroſyne's 


( 1 84 ) 
e ee 


Philopbroſyne's Firſt Tale 
againſt WIT. 


| F*'A\LARINDA was a Coun- 
1 ? try Parſon's Daughter, 
whoſe Living was about Two 
Hundred Pounds a Year ; {he 
4 had a Brother and two Silters, 
Ihe Brother was bred up to 
| Learning, and taking Orders, had 

3 the good Fortune to ſucced his Fa- 
ther in the ſame 7:riih. Her two 
4 Siſters being very Handſom, and 


of a Good and Sober Educati- 
on, were Married Young, to 
two Gentlemen 1n the Country 
of Competent Eſtates, and liv'd 
very happily. Clarinda was not 
18 | as 
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at all indebted to Nature for 
any Beauties of Perſon; ſhe was 
ſhott of Stature, and'grew pret- 
ty Fat; ſhe was much disfigur'd ' 


with the Small-pox, had a large 


Face, ſmall button Noſe, little 
grey Eyes, Which, (as Shake. 
fpear deſcribes his Venus) were 
quick in turning, her Eye brows 
very thin, and not at all grace- 
ful; ſhe had a wide Mouth; and 
her Teeth very Uneven, tho! 
White enough; her Neck was 
Short, her Boſom diſproporti- 
onably large, and her Hands 
and Arms large and fat. 
Whether ſhe were ſenſible 
of theſe Defects of Perſon or 
not in her Younger Days, I can't 
tell; but ſhe apply'd herſelf fo 
much to Reading, and the Im- 
provement of her Mind, that 
one wou'd think, ſhe had ſome 


Thoughts, of making the 


Charms of that, attone for the 
Di- 
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CIC eee e 


Pbilopbroſynes Firſt Tale 


againſt WIT. 


£FALARINDA was a Coun- 


try Parſon's Daughter, 


whoſe Living was about 'T'wo 


Hundred Pounds a Year ; {he 


had a Brother and two Silters, 


The Brother was bred up to 


-Learning,and taking Orders,had 
the good Fortune to ſucced his Fa- 


ther in the ſame Fariſh. Her two 
Siſters being very Handſom, and 


of a Good and Sober Educati. 
on, were Married Young, to 
two Gentlemen in the Country 
of Competent Eſtates, and liv'd 
very happily, Clarinda was not 


a 
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at all indebted to Nature for 
any Beauties of Perſon; ſhe was 
ſhort of Stature, and grew pret- 
ty Fat; ſhe was much disfigurd 
with the Small-pox, had a large 
Face, ſmall button Noſe, little 
grey Eyes, which, (as Shale- 
fpear deſcribes his Venus) were 
quick in turning, her Eye brows 
very thin, and not at all grace- 
ful; ſhe had a wide Mouth, and 
her Teeth very Uneven, tho! 
White enough; her Neck was 
Short, her Boſom diſproporti- 
onably large, and her Hands 
and Arms large and fat. 
Whether the were ſenſible 
of theſe Defects of Perſon or 
not in her Younger Days, I can't 
tell; but ſhe apply'd herſelf fo 
much to Reading, andthe Im- 
provement of her Mind, that 
one wou'd think, ſhe had ſome 
Thoughts, of making the 
Charms of that, attone for _ 
- Ut 
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eee of her Body; 


t When ſhe was grown, and 
er. Converſant in the World, 


either the Flatteries, that her 


Wit procur'd her, or her Na. 
tural Vanity, made her act, as 
if ſhe, believ'd her Eyes had, as 
much Power, as her Pen and 
Underſtandigg. 

She had, from the Beginning, 
a mighty Inclination to Poetry, 
in which her Succeſs in ene Song 
fixt her beyond any Cure. She 
hada Relation, a Young Gen- 
tleman of about a Thouſand 
Pounds a Year, - who was in 
Love with a Young Lady of 
the Country, tho* much us'd 
to live in Town, eſpecially all 


the Winter, and who had like. 


wiſe a fancy, that ſhe had ſome 
Genius in Poetry. 

After many Addreſſes, the 
did not ſeem averſe to his Suit ; 
in one Day, as ſhe was taking 

At! Snuff 
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Snuff out of his Box, — ?Tis a 
new Subject, faid ſhe, and if 
you will gain my good Graces, 
make me a Song on my taking 
Snuff out of your Box. The 
Gentleman was a little ſurpriz'd 
at the odd Caprice of his Mi- 
ſtreſs ; but yet very boldly pro- 
mis'd to Viſit her the next Day 
with his Endeavours that way, 
not doubting . but ſuch Beauty 
wou'd make a Poet of him, who 
had never ſlep'd on Parnaſſus, 
nor yet had an Acquaintance 


with any of the Muſes. 


Taking his. leave of her, he 
remember'd his Poetic. Couſin, 
and rides directly over to her 
above Twenty Miles from his 
Miſtreſs and his own Home. 
He tells her his Caſe, and de- 
lires her Aſſiſtance, Vowing, 
that he wou'd ſufficiently pay 
her for her Labour,if ſhe was but 
Succeſsful, She order'd him to 


„80 
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go down and drink a Bottle 
with her Father, and in the 
mean Time, ſhe wou'd try 
what ſhe cou'd do to gratify 
his Deſire, In about an Hours 
Time, he return'd to his Coſin, 
and found, that ſhe had finiſh 
the following Song: 


On BELIN DA taking Suff 
out of my Box. 


Wies min Joy my By- 


4.4 ſam ſhakes, Tee 

| at plgaſing Pangs I fee 
Whez 7055 25 Ber Reli tales 
The Muſty or Braſil; | 
The poinant Powder from her Fin- 
en 

Forcę to Encreaſe, but not Als 
een Pains. 
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„ 


While thro' th infected Atoms ſtrait, 
The ſabtil Poiſon ſpreads, © 

With Love each pregnant Atom 
A fatal Influence ſheds, (freight 

In each alas ! a lurking Cupid lies, 

And from that Ambuſh Wounds us 
by Surprixe. 1 


III. 


„I vain we ſtrive to guard our Eyes, 
From yoar reſiſtleſs Charms, 

Since from the Smell, alas! ariſe 
As ſure and ſtrong Alarms. 


es N wr? 
8 4garnft ſuch Power ] ſeek no more 
„ * . 7 X. hank : 
Since Safeties only form'd in want 

e of Senſe. _ 


The Lover was infinitely 

, W pleasgd with his Couſin's Per- 
tormance, and taking Horſe 
imme- 
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immediately got home by Twelve 
at Night, tranſcribes the Verſes, 
and makes a Blotted Copy as if 
the Original, and a fair one for his 
Miſtreſs, which he carries to 
her, as ſoon, as a convenient 
Hour in the Morhing gave 
1 an Opportunity of ſeeing 

er. | 

She was not leſs Satisfied, than 
her Lover, with what ſhe ſup- 
pos'd he had done, meerly by 
the Inſpiration of her Beauty. 
In hort, whether ſhe was be- 
fore reſolv'd to have him, or 
whether theſe Verſes determin'd 
her Reſolution, they were ſoon 
after Married; and the Gen- 
tleman believing his ſpeedy Hap- 
pineſs, was in great. meaſure 
_ owing to his Coulin's good 

Poetry, he ſettled on her for her 
Life, Fifty Pounds a Lear, and 
gave her Fifty Guineas in Hand. 


'This 


AT, + FOR 

This exalted Clarinda's Opini- 
on of her Parts, and made her 
reſolve to quit the dull Country 
Life, and repair to the Rendez- 
vous of the Gay, the Young 
and the Fair, the famous Metro- 

lis of London 

Her Father being a Widower, 
was loath to part with his Houſe- 
keeper, . and the only Child he 
had, whom he cowd call his 
own; Marriage having given 
other Lords to his other two 
Daughters. But ſhe was too 
obſtinate in her Temper to let 
any Arguments, or any Conſide- 
rations alter her Reſolutions. 

A Meſſenger was therefore 
ſoon ſent to Cambridge (from 
whence ſhe was diſtant not many 
Miles) to take a Place for her in 
the Coach: In which it was her 
Fortune to go up with a young 


Student of that Univerſity, whom - 


ve diſtinguiſh here by the N _—_ 
"66m 2 
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of Theophilus, who was not only 
converſant with the Muſes him- 
ſelf, but was acquainted with all 
the Beaux Eſprits in London of 
either Sex. 

Clarinda was extrea mly 7755 
to have met with ſuch * riend, 
who cou'd gratify her Deſires ſo 
far, as to Pio uce her among 
the Gay and the Witty. She 
communicated ſeveral of her 
Verſes, which Theophilus __ ' 
ſcem'd to like very well. 
was not ignorant of Hiſtory, hoy 
had ſome Notion of all the chief 
Poets , eſpecially. of her own 
Country, which, with an agree- 
able Volubility of her Tongue, 
perfectly engag'd our young Stu- 
dent in her Service. 

Being arriv'd in Town, CI 
rinda took leave of her new 
Acquaintance at. the Inn, being 
inform'd before how ſhe might 
ſend to him, as ſoon, as ſhe was 
- ſettled, 


_— 7 — ith a Oe OS. 
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ns, which ſhe did deſign to 

his Advice, as near Coveyt- 
Os as ſhe cou'd, That being 
2 Place by Preſcription whither 
the Wits generally reſorted. Her 
Coulin, to whom ſhe firſt went, 
in a few days found her a hand- 
ſome Lodging in | King ſtreet, 
where, when ſhe was fixt, Theo- 

blade, had ſoon Notice, and as 
ſoon Fon repair'd to her Abode. He 
Gallanted her abqut to the Fe- 
male Wirs, - and introdued all 


the Male, n he thought 


worth lier Acquaintance. | 
It was not long before her 
Lodgit were the day Way 
of man of thoſe, who really lia 
Wit, and not a few of hal 
had a deſire to be thought to 
have it. Here a Man mi ght be 
ſure to hear All the Scat of 
the Town; and à critical Ac- 
count of the Productions of Par- 
Me,, where the preſent need 
8 K fear 
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fear nothing Shocking, and the 
ahſent were {ure to have. their 
Folly, and Frailties ſufficiently 
expos d; the laſt that went out 
being the freſh Subject of their 
8 and their Raileries. 
But that being common to all 
Conyocations of Wits, | and. {6 
Frequent in moſt other Com pa- 
nies, it paſt as a thing of Courſe, 
and no Body was either exalted 
or gaſt down, by the Praiſe or 
the Satire of theſe,Converfations, 
Clarinda had now made. a 
Conſiderable Figure of this Na- 
ture for three or four years in 
the Town; had ingratiated her- 
elf into the Intimacy of many 
of her own Sex of Quality, for 
ſhe knew how to flatter them 
exquiſitely, well; and the Men 
of Figure and Quality, as well 
as thoſe of Wit, , conſtantly paid 
their Attendance at her - Meet - 
ings. 


Among 
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Among the Reſt there was 4 
Gentleman of TWO Thouſand 
pounds a year, who was a con- 
tant Viſiter of Clarinda's; he 
had always been an Admirer 
and Acquaintance of all the Fe- 
male Wits, and - tho? Clarinda 
had nothing elſe to recommend 
her, yet ſhe found the way to 
his Heart. Witwou'd (for that 
was his Name) was large of 
Body, Corpulent and Fat; as 
he was not directiy deformd, fo . 


was there nothing in his Perſon, 


that cou'd well recommend him 
to the good Graces of the Ladies: 
Yet his Vanity that way was in- 
credible, and to Praiſe his Per- 
ſoa, was ſure to. Wound his 
l. 0h 1 

Clarinda was reſolv'd to make 
good Uſe of this Foible, and to 
ſecure, what ſhe promis'd her- 
felt, his Fortune in his Perſon, 
the omited- no way to engage 
WALL K 2 bim 


— | 
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kim. But none was ſo . 


ing Seng: »*,( 7 1 91 in 7: 48 
To bruno, SONG. 
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my Heart, 
What painf ul Joys ariſe ? 
When I receive the piercing Dart 
From dear LYSANDER'S Eyes? 
Hope and Def] pair their hoſtile 
Forces jn, 
And in my Breaſt unequal War 
maintain 


Now ſoothing Hope Prrjuades me 


bel be mint; 
And then Deſpair declares. "thok 


Hopes are vain... | 
e 2 II. Sach 
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350 Chatins united who can ſhun 
Mhere Wit and Beauty join? 

By one alas! too much undone, 
No meed that both combine. 


But then his Senſe muſt generous 


Thoughts inſpire, 


And in bis Boſom tender Pity-move, 
To ſave 1 _—_— er of De- 


And give Ps c ure, As be FI mp 
the neg 


she took care to let hind {te 
theſe Verſes, without letting 
him know- that they were die 
rected to him; and when ſhe 
had ſufficiently rais d his Vanity 
by Flattery, { e threw the Dil- 
covery of it into the Scale to 
make it perfect Weight. 
Mitwou d Was ſecretly Tranſ- 
ported, with the knowledge of 
Wa . . K 3 this, 
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this, but conceaPd his fatisfacti. 
on, and pretended to be incre- 
dulous, that the Incenſe was of-  ; 
fer'd to him: But begging a 
Copy of them, took his leave , 
with a very affected Gravity. 
The next time he came but 
one, ſhe had another Charge for 
his Heart, which {he Delverd 1 


Jo LIS AN DER. 
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HY ſhine thoſe charming | 
2 HR Eyes ſo belebt, 

Aud flatter: as with Joy? . 


all their fierce malignant Light | 


Serve only to Deſtroy? © 


Damon in an Angel Dreſs, ' 
5 May with falle Rays ſurprige; 
Jet Miſchiefs (till the Fiend: confeſs 
114 | v2 | IN But 
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HI. 
Bat Beauty's of C eleſtial Kind 
Ihe Heaveniy Nature ſpare, 
And while they wound the Eye and' 
"Ny $0 7 4p 48 th alf. 0 Mind, 


V. 5 2 75 | 
WK indne es dear Swain a prove 
"The Glories of your Fatet; x; k 
So form d for Foyfo jormd 7 
Of JOVE's, not Pluto's Races" 


Nen VN Aas N 
ö With Plefars hen. Load adore 
And bleſs the Wounds you gave; 
A willing Victim t6 your Power, 
That wou'd nor La but Save. 
a ; 


Tho this was the moſt palpas 


ble Flattery in the World to al, 


who ſaw the Verſes, and knew- 
the Man; yet was he ſo infinitely: 
pleas'd with his own Perſon, as 
co 1 capable, not "OP of. 
: K 4. ſuch 
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ſuch Execution on the Hearts of 
the Fair, but really had the 
better Opinion of their Senſe 
and Taſte who profeſsd to ad- 
mire him. 

I ſhall trouble you. but with 
one Copy more, which perfectly 
compleated her Conqueſt, and 
made him ready to do whatſo- 
ever ſhe: pleas'd; Tis like the 
Reſt, Witten after the Man- 
ner of F 


An AbIEU to LOV and the too 
inſenſible LI SANDER. 


I. 


— Jrewel thou fooliſh idle Boy! 
Thou wvainly boaſted Pos y J 

Vnable to augment my Joy, | 

At leaſt my Peace reſtore, 

For if too weak to wound Ly ſander's | 

. Breaſt, _ 

No more with fraitleſs Pangs in- 

vade my Reſt. II. 


* 
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But I thy fancy'd Pow'r diſown, 
Thy Empire over the Heart; 
For from Lyſander's Eyes aloue 
My Soul receiv'd the Dart. 
His Eyes alone the fatal Poiſon gave; 


His Eyes alone his dying Wretch cax 


OY (Cave, 


In vain. I Sigh, in vain Implore,- 
I arge my Love in vain, 

The Cruel Swain, whom I adore + 
Unmov'd does ſtill remain; 

Proud to give Torment, tho" ſo 

form d for Jo. 

Too ſlom to Save, too ſorward "to 

Ai. e. | $1 60 Bug t. | 


Thou Ignis Fatuus of the Mind, 
Mhich leads our Hearts aſtray, -* 
Where we but diſappointment find, 

Aud wander from aur Way; 
by " Ry No 
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No more thy fleeting Beauties El. 


admire: 


Or follow more thy. falſe fallacious. 


Fire.. 


„ 
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To diſtant Climates I'll repair, 
And there forget my Pain; 
Forget the Cauſe of my Deſpair, 
Nor think of him again. 
Lyſander's cruel Charms no more 
ſhall move; | 

A long Adieu to him, a long Adieu 
to Love. 


The laſt Stasza of this Song 
pierc'd him through the vel 
Soul,. and a Mixture of Vanity. 
and Com paſſion made him re- 
folve to have the Poeteſs what · 
ever came on it; and finding, 


that ſhe had as much Honour 


and Virtue as Wit, he propos d 


——  ——_ ' ————— — 
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all is agteed on, the Wedding 
oor the - and to make as 
E 


little Noiſe as was poſſible, it 
was refolv'd that both ſhou'd 
go out of Town with a ſele&- 
Friend or two, and meeting be · 


tween thirty or fourty Miles di- 


ſtant from London, they ſhowd' 
there celebrate the Nuptials to 
their mutual Satisfaction; 

Thus Clarinda by the Force of 
her WI T, how really Merito- 
aious in it ſelf I pretend not to- 
determine, had, from Obſcurity;-- 
brought herſelf to be knn, and 
reſpected by the moſt ſenſible 
Part of the Town, and laid 
fach a Foundation of Happiness 
jor Life, as nothing but thie ſame 
Cauſe cowd deſtroy. She Was“ 
now Miſtreſs of à reputablé- 
Husband, and a very good E.“ 
tate, Which are two very good* 
Ingredients in the Compoſition 
o a Woman's Felicity... 1 

= They” 
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They liv'd with tolerable {a+ 
tisfaction in the Country for two 
Months;- But the Seaſon of the 
Year, and Clarinda's extream 
Love of Converſation, made this 
Retirement ſeem very diſpleaſing 
and uncomfortable. To London 
they thereforecame; and having 
taken a good Houſe in Leceſter- 
Fields,and Furniſh'd it very well, 
it was not long before Clarinda 
ſpread the News of her good 
Fortune, and Return to London, 


into every Quarter of the Town, 


with which ſhe ever had any 
Correſpondence. | 
Clarinda was as weak as her 
Husband in her Confidence in 
the Conqueſt of her Eyes, and 


had ſo great a Pleaſure in Coque- 


try, that tho? ſhe deſpis'd the 
Man, ſhe was pleas'd with his 
Flatteries ſo far, as to make ſuch 


Advances, as common Conver- 


ſation will by no means allow); 
n nene, 


2 - - 
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ſhe was full of the Notion - of 
Platonic-Love, and under that 
ſhelterꝰd abundance of thoſe Im- 
pertinencies, which wou'd elſe 
have appear'd very odly. - 

Witwou'd tho? poſſeſs'd with ſo 
good an Opinion of himſelf, was 
yet very jealous in his Nature, 
and by Conſequence foon grew 
weary of ſuch a promiſcuous 
Concourſe of Men and Women, 
as his Wife Clarinda drew toge. 
ther; and - thoſe Freedoms ſhe 
permitted to thoſe, whom {ſhe 
call'd her Gallants, or Platonic 
Lovers, Witwou'd fancied, that 
was but a ſpecious Name to 
cover more criminal Concerns ; 
and that human Frailty is not to 
be truſted to the very Brink of 
the Precipice, where the leaſt 
Turn may ruin the Virtue and 
Honour of the bold Adventurer. 

He therefore firſt admonifhes 
is Lady, chat this Conduct is 

—— not 


(20 - .. 
not agreeable to him; That 
ſhe being now Married, her 
Thoughts and Actions, as well 
as her Deſires, ſhou'd be directed 
to their mutual Peace and Ha 
pineſs; That he did not like 
thoſe Freedoms the gave to Per- 
ſons of no Relation to her, and 
being what might at leaſt em- 
bolden their Attempts, and 
make them give a Looſe to their 
Tongues; That what ever No- 
tion ſhe might have of the Mat- 
ter, he was of Opinion, that any. 
Woman, that wou?d Convert: 
with a Man, in the Abſence of 
her Husband, wowd deny him 
not hing he ſhou'd ask, or with 
the leaſt Earneſtneſs importune. 
In ſhort, That, from that day, 
his Doors ſhou'd be ſhut againſt 
all manner of Company, | 

Clarinda, the?” ſhe ſeem'd to 
hear him with Patience, yet it 
n 
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that hearing All he had to ſay;,fMe 
might at once unburthencherſelf. 
Is it ſo (ſaid ſhe) Sir? Is it alrea-- 
dy come to that? Am tobe de- 
barr'd of: the Liberty of the reſt 
of my Sex becauſe you are ſueli 
a Coxcomb to diſlike it? Shall I 
diſcard my Spirituelle Acquain- 
tance, and their bright Conver- 
fation , to fit in the Chimney 
Corner with you, - caſting the 
Deux Peu on that Lovely, that 
Majeſtic Perſon, and liſten only 
to that dull Diſcburſ, Which wilt 
always conclude in, at once, ex» 
poſing your Vanity and Inſipid- 
neſs? Prithee go to the Tavern, 
and driak your three Bottles, get 
Drunk, come home, go to Bed 
and Sleep, and then riſe again 
and repeat the beaſtly Courſe, 
quite out of the Road of fine 
Converſation and Thinking, 
with which _ ought to have 
a0 manner of Converſation. In 
| ; Hort, 
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Mort, Mr. Witmou'd, to prevent 


all Diſputes for the future, I Will 


have whom TI pleaſe: come to 
my Houſe, and with them I will 
converſe as I .pleaſe;: ſor you, 
| wot Jealous Coxcomb, ' tho' [ 

d deſpiſe thee as thou doſt 
really deſer ve, yet I love my {elf 
too well to tranſgreſs the Bounds 
of Honour; or put it into any 
Man's Power to injure my Re- 
Paten. e no party az, 
It wow'd be too tedious to run 
through this, -and all other. Dia- 
logues of this Nature which 
every day paſt between them, 


till from Words the ſurly Hus 


band proceeded to Blows; from 
Blows to ſeparation of Beds, and 
from thence. in a few Months, 
both ſides being 4 obſtinate, 0 
ſeparation of Families. For, 
whilſt both were obſtinate, be 
ſtanding on the Right of a Hus- 
band, and ſhe upon the Ereroga- 

blot) tive 
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tive of her Merit and Wit, and 
the Right of an Engliſb Wiſe, 
there cou'd no Mediator be found 
to bring Matters to a more fa- 
vourable Accommodation. 
Tho? Clarinds and her Hus- 
band, after -infinite Bickerings, 
and a continual combat of 
T * „ and 8 f 
Hands, were now parted, yet 
ſhe took care to let —. 48 
that he was not yet rid of her; 
Doctors Commons gave him No- 
tice, that Clarinda was his Wife, 
and that there was a thing call'd 
Separate Maintenance, Which 
muſt be allow'd her. Which 
being adjuſted, one wou'd ima- 
gine that Clarinda might at laſt. 
have had ſome Reſpite from her 
Fatigue; but it was not in her, 
Nature to bear a retir'd Liſe, ſo 
that having fix d herſelf in new 
Lodgings, ſhe took care to make 
them as formerly, the Rendez- 
vous 
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vous of the and che Witt 
and their. . 2 5 
Clarinda ſcarce ever thought c 
of her Husband, or at leaſt with. 
out the kaft- Regret for the dif. 
ference between them. She Was 
as Gay a Coquer as if nothing 
had happen'd.Vitwou d, tho'part- 
ed, oou' d not be quiet, and woud 
often come and diſturb the. Com-. 
pany, belabour His Wife, and ſo 
again ret h inf. he had indeed 
ſufficient?” "Yifed er Fe 
from her Company: 
Then they woud rect 
cil'd and come” again together; 
but there being no uniting ſuch 
different Tempers, the Peace 
was never of any long continu- 
ance, but Separation enſu'd once 
more,and that after a year or two 
ended in coming again together: 
For he was not well with her, 
or without her. n 


She 
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She wou'd always have her 
Coquet Airs, which ſhock'd her 
Reputaion very much, with 
more, than her ' Husdand, yet 
never Trasſgreſs'd the Bounds 
of Duty; tho', I confeſs, a 
Woman of Honour ought to be 
like Cæſar's Wife, without the 
Suſpicion, as well as Deed. 
Lheaphilus, her firſt Acquain- 
tance, had been long out of 
Town, and gnev112' che moſt 
memorable | Revuh lit“ of het 
Life, eſpecially of tne unſettled 
and various part of it ſince Mas 
trimony. He retain d: his Love: - 
or her, and frequently expreſs d 
it, ſhe receiv d it as her Cuſtom 
was, and gave Him leave to be 
her Platonic Admirer. She was 
do again under Separation, and. 
was alone with Theophilus in her 
Dining Room, he making all the 
Proteſtations that his Part al- 
ow'd him, and ſhe as much on 
1 ; her 
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her ſide; Kiſſes they are/permit- 
ted, and every Freedom confiſt 
ent with Modeſty. 
Witwou'd in his Rounds now 
Viſits his Lady, and as he comes 
up ſees Theophilus kiſſing her, 
and ſhe as patient as if he had 
been her Husband; this fir'd our 
Jealous Madman, who drawing 
his Sword, flew into the Room, 
and run the unfortunate Theo hi 
lus through the Body, of which 
he inſtantly died; Ciarinda ex. 
pecting the ſame Fate, fled out 
of the Room, an whilſt his 
Rage purſud her, „the FHouſe 
Was alarm d and he taken into 
Cuſtody for the Murder of Theo- 
phil us, * innen ING 
ate. 
This was melänchokx fed 
Alber Follies; but the Conse 
ence was more ſo, ſince ſte 
Was compellꝰd to be an Evidence 
againſt her own: 2 * 
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4 } MER, 
he was Caſt by he Evidęnoe 
Gel the orhersb only 
Hcumitances. «1 - 7 1 3;90Q 
The raſn Wimeud is. Con- 


demn'd, and with a. 7 deal 

of Money and, Tntarelf qbtaurd 
his Pardon; but then the, Bro- 
ther of Theophilus had Todg'd an 
Appeal, which. held him in. fake 
Cultody, till by his Money he 
made his Eſcape out of England, 
with an entire Averſion to Ca. 
844, Curling the Day he bad 
eyer ſeen her, and more that 
when he was ſo bewitch'd as to 

Wed her. | 


This laſt Aceident ſtrook poor 
Clarinda with ſome, ſerious Re- 
flections on the fatal Event of 
her Obſtinacy and Coquetry; 
when.burning all her Books of 
Wit and Poetry, ſhe retir'd from 
Town into the remoteſt part of 
Wales, where contenting herſelf 


with her own Annuity of Fifty 
4 Pounds 
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Complaiſance and good Humour, 
peryerſeneſs of Will, from whence 
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Pounds a year, ſhe livd a miſe. 
rable and tormenting' Liſe, till! 
Death put an end to ther From: 


bles, giving a ſufficient *Proof of * 
hg ory en inter ! 
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that it is not WIT, that mul 
render the Life of a Wife or 
Husband deſirable and happy. * 
Moſt, if not all the Differences . 
that happen in the marriedstate, N 
proceed from a croſsneſs of Tem: 
per in one or both, without that 


that wou'd break and ſoften the 


ariſe the domeſtic Conteſts, and 
Con- 
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Controverſies ſo frequent in all 
Fannie !7 bg . n9s; 
When a Man finds himſelf 
uncalie at home, by the Pride, 
Impertinence, or Frowardneſs of 
his Wife, he naturally removes 


that diſquiet as muchl as he can, 
by ſeeking more Pleaſure abroad, 
either with his drinking Compa- 
nions, or often in the more de- 
ſtruct ive Embraces of a Miſtreſs 
more comply ant to his Humour, 
or by her precarious dependance, 
more induſtrious to lull him a- 
ſleep in his Follies, and render 
herſelf more agreeable to his 
Fancy. aan mmol vif 
_ TheCuſtomof Nations, if not 
Nature, has given a ſuperiority 
to the Husband ; and let our fine 
Speculations be what they will, I 
do not ſee how we ſhall bring all 
the People, nay ſo much as one 
Nation in the World, to grant fo 
much as an Equality of the Sexes. 
>. | 5 
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"Tis true, we have frequent! 
ſeen the Prudence of the Wi | 
preſerve the whole Family by 
the Wiſdom of her Management. 
But then ſhe muſt gain this | 

| 
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Power of Management by ſome 
happy Addreſs Which gives her 
that Superiority which Nature 
or "Cuſtom had deny d. And 
there is no ſurer Way to arrive 
at this Power, than a Patience 
and Complaiſance of Temper, 
which ſhows that what ſhe does, 
proceeds from an inviolable Love 
of her Hus banda. 
Imperiouſneſs, Obſtinacy, Pride, 
may ſometimes meet with furly 
Tempers, that may be compell d 
to endure, what it is too lazy to 
reſiſt; but then it is uſually at. 
tended with perpetual Diſquiets, 
and hourly Controverſies, which 
muſt render the few days of Lite 
very unpleaſant : And too often 
like a furious Torrent ſtopꝰd in its 
211 Courſe, 
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Courſe, it breaks down all the 
Dams, and Mounds and overflows 
al Conſiderations. Whereas good 
Humour, Af ability, Patience, gives 
it way to flow on, and by inſen- 
ſible Degrees makes it quiet and 
manageable. 7 

Other Qualities may prevail 
for a Time; but as their Domi- 
nion is far from agreeable and 
eaſie, ſo it is ten to one but they 
are depos'd, and the latter End 
is ten times more inſupportable 
than their Beginning. | 

But that I may make this out 
with the more Pleaſure and Force, 
ſhall give you a Taleof a Lady, 
who by following this Method, 
not only reclaim'd one of the 
worſt of Husbands, but liv'd to 
reap that Benefirof her Conduct, 
that made her and her Husband 
end their Days in the greateſt 
Felicity imaginable. 
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Philopbrohnes Second 
ot for Good Rs 


Mliciana Was the Dau hter of 
my Neighbour Sir W:/l:am 
e 


Neal in 1. County ef Mid. 
Aleſex : He had got a great Eſtate 
by: Trade, and, beſides his Land, 
was worth more than One Hun- 
dred Thouſand Pounds. He had 


three Sons, and five Daughters; 


to each of whom he gave a con- 
ſiderable Fortune. His Eldeſt 
Son had Three Thouſand a year 
ſettled on him on the Day of his 
Marriage ; his ſecond Son Two 
Thouſand, and the youngeſt One 
T houſand; beſides c Bats 
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he gave his eldeſt Twenty Thou« 
fad Pound in Money, and Ten 
Thouſand Pound to his ſecond, 
and Five to his third. | 
As he did thus equally with 
his Male Children, fo he obſerv'd 
the ſame Proportien in ſome 
Meaſure among theFemale. Four 
of his Daughters were very beau- 
tiful, and Married even above 
their Fortunes. Feliciana the 
eldeſt, had little to recommend 
her but her good Humour and 
her Fortune: She was indeed 
Comly, but had nothing ſo en- 
gaging in her Perſon as to pro- 
cure her a Husband meerly for 


her own fake. 


Young Wildair was about 
Three and Twenty, his Father 
had many Children to provide 
for, and an Eſtate, tho* wholly 
free from Debt, yet obllg'd to 
provide Fortunes for the young- 
er. He was of a good Family, 

LS: and 
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and had mapy Relations Men of 
conſiderable Eſtates, but all fur- 
niſh'd with ſo numerous an off. 
ſpring of their on, that there 
was but very little Proſpect that 
young Wiki air cou d ever be the 
eter for any of them. 

The old Gentleman being in. 
timately acquainted. with Sir 
William, had long had an Eye 
on Feliciana for a Wife to his Son, 

not only. becauſe he expected that 
her Father wou'd do more for 
her, than for any of his other 
Daughters, as being his Favou- 
rite; but becauſe he had always 


obſerv'd in her ſuch a ſweetneſs 


of Temper, as he thought wou'd 
be neceſſary for the qualifying the 
hot and roving Humour of his 
>: 

The old Gentlemen were ſoon 
agreed, and Feliciana, who was 
always entirely obedient to her 
Father's Will, madeno TY 
0 
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of obeying whatever he Com- 
manded, he gave her 20000 /. 
and inſiſted only on 700 a Near 
Jointure, which was agreed to, 
and all things fixt for the Mar- 
riage, Wildair's Father ſettling 
immediately on them 1200 J. a 
Year, which was as muchas he 
cou'd ſpare from himſelf and the 
reſt of his Family, tho' Two. 
thirds of. Felicianas Portion was 
deliver'd to him to provide for. 
his Daughters. 

Young Wildair was between 
three and four and Twenty when 
he Married, and Feliciana about 
Six: He all Gayety, Looſeneſs, 
and Extravagance,ſhe all Gravity 
and Parcimonious. Nor did ſhe. 
obey her Father by halves; but 
when ſhe was aſſur'd that he was 
to be her Husband, ſhe ſet her- 
ſelf to teach her Heart and In- 
clinations to love him with a per- 
fect Tenderneſs. But he looks up- 
1 L 3 on 
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on the Match as one of his Fa. 
ther's, not his own making; as. 
he had no manner of Love for 
her Perſon before Marriage, ſo 
he cou'd ſcarce force himſelf to 
the Rules of common Civility 
after it. 

_ Removing after two. Months 
from his Father's Houſe, he took 
one in Town, under Pretence of 


— TT 


Here was the beginning of 
Feliciana's hard Tryals, which 
his foregoing: Indifference gave 
hut too-certain a Promiſe of be- 
fore he left his Fathers. He firſt 
began to alter his Hours, chan- 
ging Night into Day, and never 
coming home Sober; or loſing 
his Money at Gaming, which put- 
ting him into an ill Humour, 
thoſe he met with at home were. v 
abt ſurs NN - 
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ſure to have the effect of. His 
Servants were Sworn at, every 
thing thrown'about, and nothing; 
but Imprecations and Curſes 
were heard till they got him to 
Bed and aſleep. 

But none had a greater ſhare” 
of theſe, than the unfortunate Fe- 
liciana, WhO wou'd never go to- 
Bed till ſhe ſaw him in his, and 
to which he denied her Acceſs, 
not only with-inhuman Words, 
bur ſometimes with his Feet, 
tho' ſhe was now with Child. 
She bore it with all the Patience 
imaginable, inſomuch that ſhe- 
never gave him an ill Word, nor 
Complain*d to her Hat her, or any” 
Relation that us'd to come to ſee 
lier, always diſguiſing his Faults, 
and giving that good Character, 
that-ſhe hop*d one day or other” 
the ſhou'd bring him to deſerve. 

As it Gaming and Drinking 
were-Y ices- too little Expenſive, 
— 0 L 4 he 
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he now gives himſelf over to 
Lewdneſs. Firſt he takes a Mi- 
ſtreſs and keeps her in the moſt 
public manner: Nothing was too 
ine, nothing to dear for her that 


{he deſir'd; whilſt for his Wife: 


he thought every thing too good, 
nay wou'd take her very Jewels 
and Plate from her to give to his 
Miſtreſs. HFeliciana a perfect 
Miſtreſs of Patience, never. dif. 
cover'd/the leaſt Regret, or en- 
deavouz?d to contradict his Hu- 


mour in its utmoſt Extra vagance. 


When he came home ſhe receiv'd 


him with open Arms, and when 


he thruſt her from him, ſhe wou'd 


* 


with the utmoſt Meekneſs and 


Gentleneſs yield to his Brutality. 


 Phryne (for ſo we ſhall call lus 


Miſtreſs) us'd him much other- 
wiſe, he was Infolent, Proud, 


and Wanton; ſhe plaid him falſe 


every Hour, and always pick d 


Quarrels with him, that he might 


buy 


| 
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buy his Peace, not only with the 
vileſt Submiſſions; but with 
Money or ſomething as valuable. 
. He was told of her falſhood by 
his Friends; but ſtill, bewiteh'd 
to her Charms, he cou'd not for- 
ke her, nay, wou'd ſacrifice eve- 
ry thing dear to him to her Will. 
Teliciana had been brought to 
bed of a moſt lovely Boy, Which 
one wou'd have thought might. 
have made the Father a lttle: 
more 'regardful of her; but in: 
ſtead of that, he never ſaw her 
in her Lying in, and took all the 
care imaginable to let her have 
as. little that was neceſſary for 
her Condition as he cowd; Which 
yet was ſupplied by the kindneſs. 
of her Siſters. Who when they 
wou'd aggravate Matters againſt 
him, ſhe wou'd calmly oppe 
them, and ſay, He Was yet x. 
young Man, and that ſhe did nor 


at all doubt of having a-great 


L. 5, deal 
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deal of Comfort in Hits Eove:. W | 
In ſhort, whether his kept Mi- 
ſtreſs, or any other Madam 
Strumpet had given it him, he 

brings home a Loathſom Diſeaſe: 
Well, no body muſt attend him, 
no body did the moſt ſervile and 
ſtinking Offices about him but 
his own Wife; for indeed ſhe 

wou'd never be from him Day 
nor Night. | 
By the Irregularity. of his li- I | 
ving, this troubleſom Courſe of 
| 


Phyfick continu'd ſome Months, 

during all which, there was no- 
thing in Nature cou'd be ſo ill- | 
natur'd and vexatious to all a. 
bout him, eſpecially to his Wife, 
whom he wou'd Curſe that ſhe 
had no more Charms, elſe had he 
been free from this Misfortune; 
throwing all his own Villainies IU | 
an her defect of Beaux. | 
This Courſe was no ſooner o- 
yer,. but he run into all the ſame. 
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extravagancies, he continuing 
dayly to offęr new Injuries, and 
ſhe to bear them without the 


leaſt Complaiut. 
It was no wonder if his Eſtate 


went to {hipwreck by this wild 
Courſe of Life. Debts were e- 
very day contracted ; and all he 
had was made away to ſupply his 
Deboches; At length his Father 
died with Grief at his Ways, and 
left the reſt of his Eſtate to young 
Wildair's Child, out of his Power 
to touch. Feliciana's Father like - 
wiſe departed this Life, leaving 
her eldeſt Brother his Executor, 
and Truſtee for his Daughter 
Feliciana's Jointure. 14 

In ſhort, Wildair's Debts grew 
{© numerous, and his Means of- 
paying them ſo ſmall, that he is- 
every day. Arreſted; and His 
Houſhold Goods and all Seized 
while his Wife and Child is 
turn'd out of Door, And lie con- 
d t Gl. Uli. 
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Freliciana's Brothers wou'd im. 
Mediately have taken her and her 
Child home; but ſhellexving the 
Child with them; deſiring a lit- 
dle Money, goes to Priſon to her 
Husband, who was now reduc'd 
to the entire Want of all things. 
She cheriſh'd him with her kind 
Words, and engaging Behaviour, 
and endeavour'd to pacify his 
Rage at his preſent Misfortunes: 
But nothing wou d touch his ſtub- 
born Heart. When he had Mo- 
ney he ſpent it in Drinking, and 
even on Lewd Women under that 
Confinement ; but the Patient 
Feliciana' bore all, without the 
leaſt word of Reproach : When 
he had no Money he wou'd cer- 
tainly abuſe her, nor wou'd he let 
her ſit down with him, to eat of 
the homely and ſhort Commons 
which his Purſe than afforded-; 
of which if any thing were leſt, 
he bid her, with a Curſe, Go. 

men 
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Cram her Ungodl Gut: with 
what was tod godd for Her? 17 

At lat His diſorderly Liſe, and 
* cloſeneſs of the Priſon, t FW 
him into a Fit of Sickneſs, in 
which ſhe Attended and Nuts 
bim With- Indefatigable Pilli- 
vente, tilltlie very Hrutes of the 
Priſon pitied her Condition, and 
in the Room, when they thought 
him afleep; aecus'd her tame 
Folly, for being ſo careful of 
him, ſince ſhe cou d hope nothing 
from his Recovery, but a Pro- 
longation of her Miſery, where- 
25 his Death would ſet her free 
from the moſt. Abandon'd of 
Husbands. 

She loudly Rebulc'd them for 
their Diſcourſe, and told them, 
that what ſhe did, was becauſe 
ſhe Lov'd him, and if the did not 
do ſo well by her as they ima- 
gin'd he ſhou'd, it was becauſe 
ac did not Love her; he yon 

2 - 2 


(230) 
Duty to her Love, that ſhe cou'd 
ver be. ſlack in as long as he 


iv'd. 


Gentleman, and gave him a lit. 
tle tender Behaviour toward EE. 
. lictana, He a little recovers; but 
the Doctors ſaid, if he continu'd 
in that Place, he muſt ſurely Die 
This was enough for the Love 
of Feliciana to work on; ſhe im- 
mediately caus'd his Debts to be 
enquir'd into, and found that it 
ſhe'cou'd part with her ſointure, 
it wou'd ſet him at Liberty, and 
lea ve her about Threeſcore Pound 
a Lear to live on. She takes no 
notice of any thing to her Hus- 
band, but makes ſo ſtrong and 
continu'd an Application to her 


This a little touch'd the young 
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Wildair is ſet at Liberty, and 
remov d into the Country, at- 
tended by his Wife and his Child 
and one only Maid Servant, in 
order to recover his Health. . His- 
g | Vines confin'd him ſome Weeks, 
rin which, Reflecting oa the falſe 
. hood of: his Friends aad Miſtreſ- 
ut ſes, Who deſpis'd him in his Po- 
q verty and in Priſon, and that on. 
je. the contr ary,. his - W ite, Who 
ve! bad the moſt Reaſon to deſert. 
him for the Barbarity. of his U. 
be age, wou'd never be from him, 
if bad always bore his unſufferable 
re, || Viage, with a perfect Quiet and 
ad | Good Humour; had Nurs'd him 
ad 2 Priſon, and kept him from 
no! ſtarving there; had parted with: 
15. her Jointure to ſet him at Liber» 
nd /; and when ſhe might have 
aer Liv'd with her Relations in Plen- 
ner ty and Pomp, choſe rather to 
wd pals her Lite in Obſcurity with 
ad, im; and that. ſhe. bore their 
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Evil Fortune with ſuch Chear- 
fulneſs and Eaſe, that mighe t 
make it very tolerable to him If 
from whom only it ſprung. b 
Convinc'd with all-theſe Re-) 
flections, he tenderly Embracd 0 
his Wife, and told her, ſhe had tl 
made a perfe& Convert; that | 
he was ſenſible he had been Ma-. 
ſter.of a Jewel, whoſe Value he 
| had been Ignorant.of, and -only 
Wiſh'd it were poſſible for him 
| to give a Proof of the Sincerity 
| - of his Converſion. But all that 
he cou'd do, was to make their 
narrow: Circumſtances as eaſy as 
| he cou'd ; all che Trouble he had 
| was only on her Account, that 
hae had brought her to ſo low a 
Condition. o 
Alas! ſaid ſhe, my dear Hus- 
band, I am over- paid for What 
is paſt, by this your dear Kind- 
neſs. I ſuffer'd not at all, for! 
:Lov'd you, and Love made every 
| 7 thing 2 
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thing eaſy to me; I deſire no 
further Proof of your Converſion, 
but to Love me if you can; if 
you cannot yet find me worthy 
of that Bleſſing, I will make it 
the whole Endeavours of my 
Life, to; purchaſe your Eſteem. 
Thus kindly Embracing; the 
Days of Feliciana's Life began 
from that Moment to be happy, 
a perfect Unanimity and Concord 
was in all they ſaid and did. 
They liv'd with ſo much Har- 
mony and Love in their little 
Retirement, that they became 
the Admiration of all about 
them; and having Liv'd there 
ſome Tears, Mildair had the: 
good Fortune to have no fewer 
Die, between him, and an Eſtate 
af Two Thouſand Pound ay ear, 
than Fourteen People. 
This plentiful Fortune thus 
coming upon him, he took care 
to make his dear Feliciana amends, 
ſettling: 


_ (234) 
ſettling One Thouſand immedi-' | 
ately on her for her ſointure, and 
the Reſton her Children in their Nr 
ſeveral Degrees; and having 0 
liv'd many Years happily toge- 0 
ther, they Died in a good Old b 
Age, ſeeing all their Off-ſpring er 
Settl'd and Provided for, and 
giving an undemable Proof of - 
the wonderful — of Pati. 3 
ence and Good Humour. LS! 


The End 


af — 5. 
Second Tale. | 


Every Body declar'd theirs 8a · 
tisfaction in Philophroſyne's Tale; 
but it was Objected, That they 
were afraid the Character of 
Feliciana was too fingular - to 
hope that it ſhou'd pals into an 
Example, to be follow'd 3 in our 


Days. 


1 


.. a 

Beſides, (aſſum'd Pronime) it 
carries fuch a Facg of Stupidity. 
that it wou'd have no manner of. 
force on the Minds of a great 
many Men, but wou'd create a 
Contempt for a Spirit, that was 
only form'd to bear Injuries. © 

I am not ſpeaking - againſt 
Good Humour and Patience in a 
Wife, they are excellent Quali- 
ties, and contribute much to the 
Happineſs of a Family; but then 
their Force is inſinitely encreas'd 
when guided by Diſcretion, which 
can only diſtinguiſh how and 
when to apply the ſeveral. De- 
grees of Good: Humour and Pati- 
ence, according to the Temper 
ol the Man, and the Circum- 
ſtances of Time and Place. 

This extream and injudicious. 
Paſhiveneſs, is ſo far from Re- 
forming ſome Men, that they 
make uſe of it to promote their 
Tranſgreſſions. 


. 

My Lord Various having met 
with ſuch a Lady, he brought 
her not only to bear ſeeing her N 
Bed abus d, but to provide means 
for him to abuſe it. 

The Conduct of the Prudent 

Parthenia, will, I doubt not, (pur. 

ſu'd Pronima) be a ſufficient 
Confirmation of what I aſſert, 


P 


Pronima's 


18 
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ieee en 


PRONIMA's Tale for 
DISCRETION. ny 


ARTHENTIA. was the 
P Daughter of a Gentleman 
of about 'I wo Thouſand Pounds 
a Year, who had a pretty nume- 
rous Family, and therefore not 
very able to give her any great 
Fortune, to Marry her equal to 
her Merit, which defect, how- 
ever, was in ſome Meaſure made. 
up, by Four Thouſand Pounds 
left her by a Relation. She had 
her Education with an Aunt, 
who Lov'd her as hes own, and 
took care that ſhe ſhou'd want 
no Education that was neceſſary 
to render an excellent Wife. * 

E 
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She was of a middle Stature, 
well Shap'd, and of a very a- 
greeable Countenance ; her Hair 
Was next to Black, her Eyes 
Hazle, and every Feature contri. 
buted to make her what we may 
juſtly call Handſom. Nature, to 
a lovely Body, had join'd a more 
lovely Soul, and a 'Temper of 
that Sweetneſs and Complat 
ance, as made her Belov'd by all 

who knew her. 
Parthenia, with theſe Perfecti- 
ons, cou'd not be without Ad- 
mirers, and many Candidates 
for her Love; but of all, there 
was none ſo Agreeable and ſo 
Deſerving of her Eſteem, as the 
young Lord Worthy, His Father 
had been Eminent in the State, 
and not leſs fo in the Republick 
of WIT, having ſhown himfelf 
a Judicious Patron, as well as a 
Conſiderable Genius. All his 
Virtues and Good Qualities were 
; Inheri- 


hy ops — 
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Inherited by the Son, as well as 
his Title and Eſtate, which was 


not Inconfiderable. 


Parthenia's Aunt was very well 
pleas'd with a Conqueſt, that if 
ſincere, muſt redound ſo much 
to the Happineſs, Reputation, and 
Honour of her Niece; but yet 
was ſo diffident of fo unexpected 
a Good Fortune, that ſhe per- 
mitted hisVifits with the utmoſt 
Caution, and warn'd Parthenia 
to hearken to him, with greater 
Severity, than any of her other 
Adorers, whoſe Birth and whoſe 
Fortune, were more on 2 level 
with hers. 71 80 
But, my Lord, incapable of 
any little Deſigns, was too Inge- 
nious in his Pretenſions, to let 
them long labour under any 
dufpicion of his Intentions. And 
Part henia was ſo well ſatisfy'd in 
his Aſſurances, that ſhe furren- 
der'd her Heart, and then cou'd 
not 


1 
not long deny the ſurrendry offf « 


her Perſon in the Bands of Ma-. 


trimony. The Nuptials were 
Celebrated with a great deal of 


Satisfaction on both ſides, and 


c 
her Aunt (for her Father and 
Mother were now Dead) gare 
her Coniſent with a particular ſoy. Ir 
As this was a Match made by n 
the free Choice and Inclinations 
of the Parties concern'd, ſo was t 
not the Union of their Perſons I t: 
the end of their Joys; Marriage r 
ſeem' d to heighten their Enjoy -· I p 


ments, and every day to add an tl 


encreaſe of Deſire and Happineſ, I 2 
My Lord was a Man of an ( 


extraordinary Sweetneſs and Af ti 


fability of Temper, too little ſu - th 
ſpicious of theProfeſſions of thoſe 
he convers'd with, and fo the 
more eaſily im pos'd on and mi. 
led by thoſe in whom he had put 
any Confidence, tho? without that 
Caution that a Man of Quality 
— ought 
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ought to uſe, in ſelecting his 
ona 
This Eaſineſs and N 
of Temper, had like to have let- 
ſen d that Domeſtic Content, 
which he enjoy'd above any of his 
Contemporaries; but the admi- 
rable Diſcretion of Parthenia was 
not to be vanquiſh'd. | 
My Lord, among his moſt in- 
timate Acquaintance, had enter- 
tain'd one that was a Man of ave- 
ry merry Converſation, and whoſe 
particular Talent was to make 
the Company Laugh as much, 
and,.think as little, as. poſſible 
( er 257 {ball r 
the Name of Sir I houghtleſs Folly) 
the Hours paß d — 8 


hillt his voluable Tongue kept 
Time with the Glaß, till Druak- 
enneſs, ſtole Y a. the. Com ay 


2 were drown d in their Li- 
* 0 1 


- 
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LEY) 914. 1 


3 51. — 4 * 
4 M 2 : 1 
DSG his 


= ( 242 ) 
This brought my Lord often 
to keep evil Hours, and did no 
ſmall Injury to his Health. Par- YI ; 
thenia was not a little concern'd b 
at this Conduct, but knew that 
any violent Oppoſition wou'd but I 
heighten the Miſchief. She took I 
care that all things ſhou'd be ea. . 
lie at home; and thought it her . 
Duty to make herſelf as agree - IR 
Ahle as the colt! 
The Family Affairs Were ma- 
nag d to the utmoſt Nicety, and 
Accounts ſo well kept, that ſhe 
never exceeded my Lord's annual 
Allowance for thoſe Uſes, and all 


W Husbands. 


* 


en rhe Qualzey, that arofo 
5 Sir 
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Sir Thoughtleſs Jolly was a Man 


of ſome tolerable Fortune, but 


by no means ſufficient to anſwer 
the Expenſive manner of his Li- 
ving, and the Great Company he 
kept. To ſupply this Deficience, 
he had long been a private Setter 
to the Gameſters, which his Con- 
verſation with Young and the 
Rich gave him the opportunity 
of doing, without diſcovering 
himſelf to have any hand in the 
Trepan. To render himſelf the 
more powerful to the Quality he 
had to do with, he always made 
himſelf Neceſſa ry or Inſturmental 
in their Pleaſures, being ſenſible 
that moſt Men are fonder of thoſe 
who promote their Follies and 
Vices, than of thoſe who wou'd 
improve their Virtue and Under- 
rr 
To this End, he had a very good 

latelligence with the Women 
of the Town, and ſoon had In- 
M 2 for- 
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formation of any young Greature 
admitted into the abandon'd So- 
ciety, and thus was never with. 
out ſome new Face, to engage 
his Acquaintance. l 
He was Maſter of ſuch an Ad- 
dreſs in this Myſtery of Iniquity, 
that the moſt Cautious and Vir- 
tuous cou'd ſcarce avoid the 
Snare he laid for them. 
My Lord Worthy, was a Man 
as little enclin'd to any of theſe 
Follies, as any Man alive ; and 
yet had this Villain the Cunning 
ro draw him into all; it is true, 
that his Lordſhip lov'd the Di- 
verſion of Gaming, yet never had 
been Guilty of any Exceſs that 
Way, till betray'd by the Witch. 
ery of this Deſigning Companion. 
. Parthenia ſoon found it out by 
the Alteration of his Temper, 
Tales 2 rages on = 
offes, and began to loſe that Sa. 
tisfaction, which heus'd to diſco- 
| Ver, 
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ver, that he found in the Compa- 


d. ay of his Lady. Not that he ever 
b. departed from that Civility and 


eCood Manners, which too many 
* Ml Wives think ſufficient in a Hus- 
d. had. But Parthenzz took care to 
omit nothing of her Duty, or zeav 
bus care of his Humour and In- 
he N cinations, never difguſting him 
by truitleſs Reproaches; nor fond - 
nels when ſhe found it wou'ck 
e not be agreeable; for, for want 
14 ef Diſcretion, a Woman may 
hg make the greateſt Endearments: 
the moſt troubleſom. 0 
The Tenderneſs of Love may 
au be often ill tim d, and a Suſpe&t- 
nut Nes Neglect or Gayety of Beha- 
ch. Nrour, may ſtrike deeper and 
on; (ore ſurly. Parthenia's Diſere- 
by Joa made her Gay or Fond, as 
er, he found him in Temper to re-. 
his (ive either. By this means, with- 
ga- ut letting him know that ſhe 
eo · Nad the leaſt Information of the 
er, | M 3 Mat- 


. 
Matter, ihe wou'd propoſe Ga- i x 
ming at Home; with ſuch Com. ÞÞ ; 
pany as ſhe thought wou'd moſt Il ( 
pleaſe him. Sir7hoaghtlefs to be I h 
{ure muſt be one, without whom, 
my Lord knew no Converſation 
that was perfectly agreeable. 
Parthenia ſoon fathom'd his 
depth, and found out both the 
Fool and the Rogue, in the Plau- 
It happen'd about this Time, 
that Araminta, a Beautiful young 
Lady, who had Marry'd a Kink 
man of my Lord's, was extream- 
ly uneaſy by her Jea louſy, or in- 
deed Certain Information, of her .. 
Husband's keeping a Miſs, and . 
what was more detrimental to wi 
his Family, his being got into the by 
Hands of Sharpers, and in danger cla 
of being Ruin'd by Gaming, 
Asraminta came one Day to 
Vifit Parthenia, and found m 
Lord at Home. Her Eyes * 
ver 


a» ¶ ver'd that the had been ſhedding; 
n. abundance; of Tears, and her 
ot Countenande declar'd, that 
be ber Grief Was till very ſtrong 
m, nher. My Lord and Parthenia 
on preſs d to know the Cauſe of her 
Sorrow, which aſter ſome Per- 
his I ſuaſion, ſhe did, by accuſing her 
he Husband of Falſhood to her Bed, 
u- and Treachery to himſelf and 
Family, by throwing away. his 
ne, ¶ Money at Play; and told them 
ng plainly, that if he would not re- 
ab form, ſhe wou'd leave him to 
ur- himſelf, and return to her Rela- 
her My dear Araminta ( faid Par- 
nd thenia)' give me leave to be free 
OF with you, and I do not doubt 
but to put you in a way of re- 
© caiming. your Husband, which 
our leaving him will never ef- 
eck. No, no, ſaid Araminta, thers 
1s 10 manner of Hopes of him, he 
Is led like a Child, by an Honeſt 
©( a M 4 ; Fel- 
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Fellow, as he calls him, a per- 


petual Laugher, a Buffoon, a Re- 


tailer of the Seandal, and all the 


little Tales of the Town, +he is his 
every Thing and yet betrays him 
in every thing, and to way 


Sharper he knows. 46749 


My Lord your Husband (aid 


Parthenia) is no Fool, he is 
Young indeed, and therefore ly- 
able to fall into the Frailties of 
Youth; yet I fancy, with'the 
Help of a Nette Prodeyeal, good 
Humour, ſuch Charms, and hs 
Merits of which you are Miſtreſs, 
wou'd open his Eyes far enough 
to ſee the Difference bet w. 
the Mercenary Careſſes of 
an abandon'd Harlet, and the 
tender Endearments of a Virtw 
bus Wife. But then my dear Ari 
mrnta you muſt know, that you 
have a Duty to perform on your 
Part too: you mut not be fatished 


to be paſſively Vir tuous, you = 
8 
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be active likewiſe, and endeavdut 
to make him ſo, but not, as I am 
afraid you do, by ill Humour, or 
Diſſatisfact ion at his Conduct. 8 
If my Bord Horthyſhowd hap- 
pen by ill Company, to fall inco 
any, or all of thoſe Follies, which 
I dare ſay he never will, I ſhowd- 
take the very ſame Method that 
Iwou'd preſeribe to you. Well 
then, my dear Parthenia ( ſaid 
Araminta) let me hear your Ad- 
vice, for if it be no other than yon 
wou'd follow your ſelf, I am ſure. 
Iſhou'd think the worſe of. my ſelf 


if I did not put it in Practice. 


You have. Beauty. (aſſum d 
Parthenia) you have Youth, you 
have Senſe enough to engage any 
Mau, and the Husband at fucks 
Wile, muſt find it a hard matter-to- 
meet with a Miſtreſ{Shalk ſo welF 
qualified to pleaſe,it thoſe Perfecti- 
ons are not-render*d.:wealsbyell 
Humours, reproaching Speeches, 

- r and: 
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and a diſſatisfied Tem per.” For if 
a Man cannot be eaſie at home, 


he naturally ſeeksfor Franquitity, 
or at leaſt for Diverſion abroad. 


A Wife therefore ought in the 


firſt place to ſtudy: her Husband's 
Humour exactly, and the more 
faulty he is, the more he is to be 
Courted by ſweet Temper and 
Affability to ſee her Merits, and 
how little he conſults his Honour, 


and his Juſtice, in ſacrificing her 


Content to a Creature, that only 
values his Money. It is my Plea- 
ſure to ſtudy how to pleaſe my 
Lord, and if by chance I find out 


any thing agreeable to him, which 


I knew not before, I lay up the 
Diſcovery as a Treaſure to make 
2 of as often as J find it will be 
0 0. * | 73 v7 | Fo 
Man and Wife are one, and to 
let Trifles, or indeed any Conſi- 
deration, lead me to diſquiet him, 
ix is oni puniſhing my ſelf who 
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am a part of him; whe reas I reap. 
my ſhare of Content, and of Joy, 
when he poſſeſſes cither by my - 
med; on on to EEG 
The veryStrumpets they keep, 
ſtudy to flatter them into a be- 
lief of their Endea vours to pleate 
them, and to render their Com- 
pany agreeable, and this only for 
Gain, for Money, without any tye 
of Conſcience or Love. And ſhall 
not theſe have Force enough Wick 
a virtuous Woman to do as much 
as thoſe Proſtitutes do ſor Gold? 
If they endeavour to make 
thetaſelyes Lovely in the Eyes. ot 
ſtriye to do the ſame in the E es - 
of her Husband ? The Milttefsus | 


always ſeen Graceful and Cleag, 
and what hinders a Wife (eſpe- 
cially of Quality) from enjoying 
the fame Benefit? 
If your Husband love Com- 
pany and Gaming let him find:ac 
cob i Ag 


, 
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at home, where tis. much lef 
dangerous, and equally as divert. 
ing. In ſhort, make Home {0 eaſie 
and. delightful, that for his own 
fake and Pleaſure he hall chuſe it, 
not being able any Where elſe to 
find all things fa to his Humour. 
On the Contrary, too many Wives 
make their Husbands uneaſy in 
Trifles, whilſt their Obſequious- 
neſs to their Wills in all-reaſon- 
able Things, nay, to prevent his 
Deſires if poſſible, wou'd be the 
furer Way to their own Felicity, 
Araminta ſeem'd pleas'd with 
Parthenia's Ad vice, and my Lord 
was not only pleas'd, but touch'd 
to the quick for. his Tranſgreſſi- 
ons againſt, fo incomparable a 
Wife, who ated what ſhe ſpoke, 
and had, beſides, more perſonal - 
Charms than the Woman his fa lſe 
Friend had betray'd him to foſtert 
i his Boſom. D 


”S 


My 
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MI Lord from this Moment 
began to diſreſiſii Sir Thong heleſt; 
but Parthenia ſoon after complear: 
ed her Conqueſt. It was agreed, 
that Aram 4 io uA endeaàvour, 
after afew 44 8, to put mM Pra- 
Rice wat the Bad heard, 'and 
that my Lord ſhou'd invite him 
to Dinner; where, inſtead of re- 
proaching him Parthenia ſhou'd 
addreſs 5A Diſcourſe to my Lord 
Worthy as guilty of thoſe Faults, 
which to my ſatisfaction conclud- 
ed Parthenia, TI am chroughly 
convinc'd, that you are not. 
Araminta follow'd exactly! Her 
Directions, and had a little gaind 
on her Husband, when tliey both _ 
(as agreed) came to Dinner with. 
my Lord Worthy, who ſaw him 
lf diſcreetly Attack d by his 
Wife for his real Faults, white . 
ſhe ſeem'd to take them ouly for 
maginary. * 


The 
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The Tabte 1 remov'd, and the 


Tea, almoſt ready, 3 Servant 


comes (as his Lady had or. 


der'd it) and tells my Lord, 


that Sir Thoughtleſs Folly had fent 
to, e after his Health, and 
deſirꝰ to know-. whether he 
might 1 Wait on him. 
My Lord bid the Servant reply, 
that he was Well, but engag d 
about Buſineſs, and cow'd ſee no 
Company that Day: 
Hence Nr takes the riſe 
of her Diſcourſe. My Lord (ſaid 
ſhe to her Husband) a Man of 
Quality, perhaps has no more 
difficult Task, than the choice 
of his Friends and Acquaintance; 
ſince it is certain, that moſt, if 
not all thoſe, Who attend on 
Great Men, ſeek their ownBene: 
fit and Advantage from that 
Attendance ; they flatter and 
encourage theirV ices and Follies, 
8 by them they are moſt * 
T . } 
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ly to Gain, and not by their Vir- 
tues or Underſtanding. A Man 
of Figure and Quality, thereſore 
ought to have a jealous Eye on 
all that apply themſelves to them. 
If in their Choice, Men of 
Quality had more Regard tothe 
Valuable.: Merit of the Perſon, 
than to be the. W retched Diver- 
ſion he Aﬀords, they wou'd meet 
with more Fidelity and Sincerity. 
But of all theſe Peſts of Society, 
there are none greater than thoſe 
Merry, Laughing Fellows; my 
Father, who knew the Town per- 
tectly well, was us'd to ſay, that 
he never met with one of them, 
who ever had rrueSenfe, Honour, 
or Honeſty, tho? they are gene- 
rally call'd Honeſt Fellows, by a 
ſort of cuſtomary Irony. 
Theſe are the Men, who lead 
jou young Lords into Gaming, 
Drinking, and the purſuit of 
Lewd Women, or any other 
Yice 
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Vice that is but Expenſive, for 
the more ſo, the more to their 
Benefit. I know not how it is, 
but I never ſee Sir Thozghrleſs, 
but he puts me in Mind of one 
Bounce, whom my Father us'd 
totell a great manyStories about; 
he Liv'd on the Follies of Men of 
Quality, in ſucha Port and Equi. 
page, as if his Eſtate had been very 
conſiderable, tho? he had not an 
Acre of Land in the World ; he 
had a Thoughtleſs, Folly, and 
Merry Countenance, which with 
the Mirth he made, perſuaded all 
that knew him, that he was with- 
out Deſign; whereas it was after. 
wards diſcover'd, that he ſet all 
his Friends in Gaming, and had 
Penſions from all their Miſtreſles, 
as having, by. his Addreſs and 
Cunning Management, provided 
them their Keepers. 
I. wou'd not Accuſe one, your 
Lordſhip Honours with, yo 
on 


r Gs FYY 


. 


(. 257 ) 
Converſation, with Crimes of 
this Nature; but his Merry, 
Laughing, 'Thoughtleſs Way, 
and his Living fo High on ſo ſmall 
areal Income, have oſten brought. 
my Father's . BOUNCE into my 
Heads tf nn HHH bonn 

Nor, indeed; do! believe that 
ry | be has Art enough to miſlead a 

Man of your Good Judgment 
in Gaming, ſince you tod well 
ng know the Conſequemces of that 
Vice; tho“ a Man of Good Senſe, 
a may, by Youth and Ill-Compa- . 
ny, be ſurpriz?d into a Folly of 
er. any Nature; Human Praiity 
all can't avoid ĩt; but then he ſoon 
ad perceives his Error and forſakes it. 
e Fools only mend by their own 
nd Proper Experience and Coſt; but 
ed Men of Senſe reform by that of 

other People; and by Reflecting 
ur on the Natural Con ſequences of 
url che Folly. or Vice. 


A 
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A Man of Quality and Senſe, 
for Example, when he is drawn 
into Gaming, will Reaſon with 
himſelf, and Conſider how little 
and how mean a Figure he muſt 
make, when he is redueꝰd for a 
Wretched Subſiſtence to a nar- 
row Court Penſion; and even 
for that, muſt Vilely ſubmit, to 
be the Tool of every Miniſter of 
State. It is an Exgiiſu Nobleman's 
great Prerogative, to be born a 
Senator, a Natural Legiſlator, 
and Truſted with the Laws and 
Eiberties of the Land; which 
when he comes to be this Court 
Penſioner, he mult r . 
tute to every prevailing arty, 
and Vote as the Miniſt ry Com- 
mand, how contrary ſoever to 
his Honour and Conſcience, elſe 
his poor Subſiſtence is taken off, 
and he left to the more Scanda- 
lous Neceſſity, by how much the 


reater his Quality is. 
5 2 5 Now 


* 
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Now, .my Lord, I doubt not 
but you will own, that no Vice 
in Nature almoſt, can more ſpe- 
dily reduce any Man than Ga- 
ming; and if ever any one whom 
you Favour in the moſt diſtant 
manner, promote your Inclina- 
tion to that, you may aſſure 
your ſelf he is the worſt of Ene- 


mies, how Smooth and how 


Plauſible. a Face ſoever he may 
palm on your Credulity . 

The next Vice deſtructive of 
an Eſtate, and the Happineſs of a 
Family, is keeping of a Miſtreſs. 
hat an Eitate did my Lord trait 
ſquander away on the moſt aban - 
don'd of Strumpets! What ex- 
ceſive Expences did ſhe daily put 
him to, without ſo much as: gi- 
ving him the leaſt ſhare of her 
Heart! She treated him with In- 
tolence, and abus'd him with her: 
Gallants with the molt open Im- 
pudence, till he became the Teſt: 


of 


. ho 
of the Town, and the general 
Object of Contempt. 
But, indeed, how can there be 


any true Love or Friendſhip in a 


Strumpet, whoſe Intereſt 1s dif. 
ferent from the Manithat doats 
on her! and having quitted the 
Tyes of Virtue, ſhe has nothing 
but Pleaſure or Profit to think of: 
and when thoſe have no Bounds; 
the Gallant isſure to be Jilted and 
Undone : A: valuable Confidera- 
tion for the Lofs of Virtue and 
Honour, and* the Peace and Re- 
putation of his Family. 

Lhe rriendſhip on tne contra- 
ry between Man and Wife, as it is 
cemented by Virtue and Love, ſo 
is it made firm and encreaſes eve- 
ry day from the Union of their 
Intereſt, which cannot be fepa- 
rated withoutDeſtruction of both 
their Happineſs. | 

Thoſe therefore mult be wretch- 
ed Friends-who- will lead a Man 
into 
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into either of theſe evils ; and I 


congrazylate my ſelf that my Lot 
is faln where there is no Room 
left for the prevailing of theſe 
Peſts of Society to my dilquiet ,; 
and I think my Happineſs. ſo 
great, that I delire no-encreaſe, 
but the continuance of the Love. 
of my Lord, and Ability for. me 


to endeavour to deſerve it. 


Theſe laſt Words ſhe utter'd 
with ſuch vehemence, and 
touch'd her ſo to the quick, that 
her Tears, in ſpight of all her 
care, ſtarted from her Eyes. Nor 
were my Lords without them, 
who, incapable of forbearing, 
threw his Arms about her Neck, 
and amidſt a Thouſand Kiſſes, 
proteſted that her Happineſs 
ſhou'd never be leſs than it was, 
but that he wou'd be more care- 
ful to encreaſe it than he had 
been. „een 


Theſe 
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Theſe Tranſports in my Lord 
Worthy and Parthenia, raid an 
Rinidadan the other young Pair; I 
Araminta's Future Condukt, and t 
Parthenia's Diſcourſe, made the ll 1 
Lord · a perfect Convert to Vir- b 
80 and Matrimonial Love. e 
Lord Worthy. Diſcarded 
Sic Thong hileſe, and all his former 
Wild Acquaintance , -and took 
to Graver Gonverſation, and ap- 
plied himſelf to Buſineſs, till he 
made a- conſiderable Figure in 
the State. 

When the Affairs of the Go- 
vernment was over, he retird 
with Satisfaction to his own Fa- 
mily, which of themſelves now 
made a Conſort of Muſic, and 
my Lord was delighted with the to 
Vaices and Performances of his N 
own Children. 

I need not go into the parti. ta 
culars of the Admirable Oecono- I a, 

my obſerv'd by Parthenia in 
Regard, 


( 263) 
Regard to the Education of her 
Children, the Management of her 
Servants, or the like; it is enough 
to ſhow you che Triumphs of Diſcre- 
tion; to let you know, that after a 
long and proſperous Life, they Died 
both on the ſame Day, and were Buri- 
ed both under the ſame Monument. 
Tre End of PRONLIMA's Tale. 


There was no body who did not 
approve of Pronima's Tale. I-cannot 
by any means diſapprove of my Mo- 
ther's Hiſtory, (ſaid Eumathie) but I 
muſt only add, that if a Woman had 
that Advantage of Learning, it wou d 
perfectly inſtruct them in the Art of 
Prudence or Diſcretion, which 10 few 
of our Sex Underſtanding, it is no 
wonder that fo few of them _— 
ſtreſſes of it. 

That wou'd let them, not only? in- 
to the Nature of the Virtues and Vices 
of Mankind, but open a way to them 
to apply thoſeRemedies whichwou'd 


never fail of 4 Cure. How wou'd 


the Genious of the Age be Improy'd? 

i how happy Ore that State of 

Marriage bebe Miſtreſs of a 
ö Family 
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Family cou'd take care of a more uſe- 
tul Education of her Children, than 
now is ſo much as known. 
The Lady of the Houſe finding now 
that all were ſilent, thus began: 
have attended with a great deal 
of Pleaſure, to hear all your Diſ- 
courſes, and all your Confirmations 
of chem, by the Tales you have told 
2 and if I may decide the Contro- 
I I think, that to make a Wife 


. er ettly Accompl lin d, and De- 


fective in no Part, ſhe "thou'd have 
BEAUTY enough to engage the 
. of her Husband, WIT e- 
ough to divert his Leiſure Hours, 
GOOD HUMOUR and DISCRE- 
TION ſufficient to make her always 
Acceptable and Neceſſary. 
Ihe whole Company Applauded 
this Short and juſt Deciſion of this 
Diſpute-z and it now growing Late, 
they were all Condutted to their A- 
partments, and. our Coach being re- 
pair'd, in the Morning we took our 
Leave of the Agreęeable Company, 
and returning our Thanks to the 


Noble Lord and H N went 
S. 


on our las © 


Wir 
\ 


